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INTKODUCTION. 



The MSS. here printed are a portion of a much larger 
collection made by several generations of the family of 
Norris, of Speke, These documents are said to have been 
distributed when the estate, fifty years ago, passed into the 
hands of Mr. Watt. They have since fallen into the hands 
of auctioneers, booksellers, and virtuosi^ and are now dimin- 
ished in number, and separated beyond the possibility of 
ever again being collected so as to form a connected series. 

Fortunately the Corporation of Ln^ERPooL, and Mr. 
Norris, of Manchester, are the possessors of many of tlie 
Papers, and the Chetham Society have to acknowledge 
the very liberal manner with which these MSS. have been 
placed at tlieir disposal for publication. 

A few of the earlier documents are printed, but the 
great interest of the book is the insight which it affords 
into the characters and actions of the men, who at the close 
of the seventeeenth, and the beginning of the succeeding 
centurj\ founded LiveqjooL Defoe, whose visit is alluded 
to in the following correspondence, (1705,) has left on record 
his surprise at the change which this little community of 
merchants had effected, though opposed by what appeared 
to him almost insurmountable natural difficulties. 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

The principal person in directing the energies of the 
infent town was Sib Thomas Johnson, a name which, 
excepting for the lists of members of Parliament, and 
Mayors, would be unknown in the place he so largely 
benefited. For whilst Clayton and CunliflFe repose under 
their marble monuments in the Parish Church, in all the 
odour of municipal sanctity, Johnson, who was always poor, 
lies probably in some obscure comer of Virginia. I^ how- 
ever, the separation of the parish from Walton, — the 
building of St. Peter's, — the formation of the first dock, 
— the creation of the Corporation property, — and the 
seeking out new sources of wealth by distant and daring 
adventures, entitle the merchants of Liverpool ,who lived 
in the reigns of William and Anne, to be considered as the 
founder of the town's prosperity, of those traders Johnson 
was the acknowledged head; and, therefore, to him more 
than to any one else is the town indebted for its vigorous 
and well-omened commencement. 

We have purposely retained some of the letters bearing 
upon the mode in which the customs were collected in 
Liverpool, because the want of honesty towards the King's 
revenue officers, or rather, the understanding which existed 
between them and the merchants, was universal at the 
time these letters were written, and forms a peculiarity in 
the age when contrasted with that in which we live. 
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The Norris Papers aftbrd little infornicition a^ to the 
Speke family before 1668, The appearance of tlie I Jul tons, 
as holding property in ChiMwall, will justify the conjecture 
that when Sir William Norris fell unmarried at Musselburgh, 
1547, a part of his estate went to his sister, who married 
Adam Ilulton, of the Park, Speke descended to Sir 
Williams half brother, Edward, who dying, 15!)0, the 
mansion and land were, after his enjoyment of them for 
half a century, transmitted to his son, in a state of good 
order, which they did not afterwards maintain. That son, 
William, matle K.B., 1G03, was a spendthrift, and his father 
directed that the Cheshire estate should be placed in trust 
for ten years, and then delivered to his son. But this 
disposition was of little avail. Sir William pawned every- 
thing down to two suits of clothes ; he even obtained from 
his mother, for many years, the money left her to buy 
clothes; and here is a letter imploring, in the most abject 
terms, a little delay from one of his creditors. He died, 
1G26, and his son Willjam in 1051. This William, with 
his two sons, Edward and Thomas, zealously fought for the 
King, in Lancasliire, Of these two mention will hereafter 
be made. 

In 10G4, Thomas, the second son, had the fimiily pro- 
perty ; he is stated to have been born in 1GI8, and notwith- 
standing the pedigree makes him to have died in 17U0, 
there can be no doubt, from these MSS., he was dead before 
1687. 

This Thomas Norris marrie*l Katherine Garway, daughter 
of Sir Henry Garway. Her letters in this collection arc 
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very numerous. She survivetl her husband until 17(>8, and 
acted a large part in the history of the Norris finnily. 

The Garways, or Garroways, originally came from the 
Leys, near Weobley. There was lately a brass in the church 
of that place, half worn away, to Watkin Garway, and 
Agnes, his wife: tlieir son, John, sold the estate, and settling 
in London, married the daughter of Sir John Brydges, Lord 
Mayor, 1521, — Dallaway's Sussej\ vol ii, p, 50. This 
John had two sons, the second^ William, born 1538, was 
the founder of the wealth of the Garways, and lived to be 
88, dying 1625, This man long held the lucrative office 
of chief of the customs, and his epitaph was to be read in 
the church of St* Peter le Poor, to which he added an aisle, 
the very year in which another government contractor 
charged him with systematic fraud. James heard the mu- 
tual revilings of Swinnerton and Garway in bed, and decided 
in favor of the latter. — Ef/criou Papers, Camden Society, 
459. It was a species of Peachem and Locket controversy, 
and the circumstances under which old Garway w^as knighted, 
(NichoUs James L voL ii, 514,) as well as his evidence on 
the trial of Middlesex, very much confinn Swinnerton's 
charge, of whom doubtless the same story might have been 
told. Garway liad seventeen children, was often in Parlia- 
ment, but refused the Mayoralty. (Qui purpuram recu- 
savit, nunc triumphat in albis.) The landed property he 
accunmlated in Bcrkshu'e, Sussex, and Hertfordshire, was 
very considerable. 

Henry, the eldest son of this William, incidentally tells 
us of his own bringing up. '* 1 have been in all parts of 
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Christenilom, and have conversed with Christians in Turkey, 
why in all tlie reformed churches there is not anything 
more reverenced than the EngUsh Liturgy, not our Royal 
Exchange, nor the name of Queen Elizabeth so famous. 
In Geneva itself I have heard it extolled to the skies, I 
have been three months together by sea. not a day without 
hearing it read twice/' It was, however, in Turkey, {like 
Pindar and North,) that Henry Garway principally spent 
his youth — 

^' which hatli seen 



Aleppo twice, is known to the groat Turk, 

Hath ^scap't three shipwrecks, to l>e left off to thee, 

And knows the way to MexiL'O as well as the map/"* 

He settled in London about 1 GOO, being then forty years of 
age, and married Margaret Clitherow, of a distinguished city 
family. Three sons are mentioned in these letters, William, 
Thomas, and John. The eldest daughter, born IGIO, mar- 
ried Hale, of King's Walden; Margaret, the second, married 
Saville, of Methley ; and Katherine, (Mrs. Norris) we con- 
jecture to have been the youngest daughter. There were 
fonnerly in this collection many letters of Hale's and Saville's. 
In 1038, Henry Garway was governor of the Levant 
Company, and to him Lewis Roberts dedicates his Map of 
Commerce. In 1639-40, in times of extreme difticulty, 
Garway sened the office of Mayor. We must refer the 
reader to the usual authorities for the events of the year, 
briefly enumerating only those in \^'hich Garway took a 
part. It appears from the articles of the impeachment of 
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Gardiner, tlie recorder, that Garway raised troops for 
Charles, and sent them to York, paying for them out of the 
city money, against the wish of the Corporation, In the 
tumult at Lambeth, May 11-12, Lloyd states that Sir Henry 
Garway was most active in suppressing the disturbance, 
and it is right to add that his name does not occur in con- 
nexion with the proceedings against Acton, who it now 
appears, from the warrant lately discovered, was tortured 
before being executed, for high treason, for taking part in 
this riot. The evidence of Garway on Strafford's trial, and 
tlie minutes of Council in the Ilardwick Papers, show that 
this loyal merchant was opposed to money being raised by 
modes not authorised by Parliament, and that he shared in 
the universal feeling of the city, 

** I do hate thee now 
Worse than a tempest^ quicksand, pirate, rock, 
Or fatal lalco, aye, or privy seal,"" 

as Jasper Mayne i^Tites, in a play acted tor the first time 
at Wliitehall, in the year of Garway's Mayoralty. Now, 
with this feeling, and seeing, as Charles himself remarked, 
the royal difficulties resolved themselves into the question 
of money, Sir Henry quitted office, without serving tho 
cause to which he was so devotedly attached* 

When the King determined on leavhig London, January, 
1641, Coke says that Garway and Gurney entreated Charles 
to stay, and promised to guard him, a promise \^'hich was so 
frequently put forth that at last the patient King rebuked 
those who. ill measuring their strength, made it. When 
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Garway took liis leave, lit^ saiJ, — "Sir, I shall never see 
you again;" ** however,' adds Coke, *Miis eldest son, a 
worthy gentleman, who yet lives, went with the King, 
and followed him in all his wars." A Captain Garway is 
once mentioned by Clarendon, but we are inclined to think 
that Sir llcory's son lived in London, and was the East 
India Director, whose name occurs in Thiirlow, 1654. 

It was after the battles of Edge Hill and Brentford that 
the King endeavoured to regain his ancient influence in the 
city. The attempt failed, and the Guildhall seemed aban- 
doned to Pym and his friends, when on January 17th, 1042, 
Gar\A'ay made the last speech heard in that place for many 
years in favour of royalty. A copy of this bold harangue, 
anonymously printed, is lying before us; a more earnest, 
eloquent, appeal could not have been made, and the effect 
on the auditory was great, '* As soon as this speech was 
done, and the great shout and hem ended, the Lord Mayor, 
trembling and scarce able to speak, asked what their reso- 
lution was concerning assisting the Parliament with money, 
but the cry was so great, ' No Money ! No Money ! ' * Peace ! 
Peace !' that he could not be heard." Lloyd alludes to this 
speech, (Memoirs^ p. 633,) and states '*^that Garway was 
afterwards tossed, as long as lie lived, from prison to prison, 
and Ids estate conveyed from one rebel to anotlier, he dying 
of a grievous fit of the stone." 

The subsequent fate of Sir Henry's family was perhaps 
better than that of most royalists. With many losses, and 
having to sell the Berkshire property, William Garway still 
retained much of his grandfather's land, and especially 

b 
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Climping and Ford, in Sussex. At the R€storation the 
Garways were rewarded ; the widow of Sir Ilcnry had lodg- 
ings in the palace, and William is set down as Gentleman 
of the Priw Chamber^ 1662. He also resumed the an- 
cient family connexion with the customs, of which, although 
many accounts were formerly amongst these Papers, the 
following letter of Sir Nicholas Pelham is all that we now 
find: — 

" ftp Gaehaway, Nov' 29. 

At the Custom House. 
Sir, 

I am still importun'd by this Bearer, Jeffrey 
Glydj to recommend him to you to make him a tydesman. 
I have hopes he >\ill be faitlifull in whatever you may em- 
ploy him, if he be not, you will, I am sure, quickly discover 
it, and turn hiin out, that he may not long cheat the King, 
or abuse 

Y^ very faitlifull serv^ 

N, Pelham." 

William Gar^^ay represented either Arundel or Chichester 
from 1600 to 1689. He was a senator of great eminence, 
and in a note to the Oxford edition of Burnet, written by 
Speaker Onslow, it is stated that Sacheverell and Garway 
were long the leaders of the House of Commons. From 
the reports in the Parliamenimy Historif this would hardly 
have been supposed, although Garway's speeches are there 
very numerous, neither is it easy to discover the party with 



INTRODUCTION. 



XI 



which he acted. The reputation of William Garway was that 
of a leader of oppositioa Yet, diiriog a considerable period 
of his parliamentary career, he must have been in office, 
and though joined in the attempt to impeach Clarendon, 
yet, in 1673, he earned the enmity of Burnet, by abruptly 
leaving his party and assisting the Court to obtain an ex- 
travagant simi for the second Dutch war. The imputation 
was, that Garway acted thus from being bribed, and prob- 
ably this was not wide of the truth, — Lingard, voL xii, p. 
261, note, p. 462 ; and Burnet, vol. ii. p. 623. When Shaftes- 
bury and Russell took a more determined line of opposition, 
Garway no longer acted with them, and after the Revolution, 
of which he was a promoter, we find him opposing a grant 
to William. In his \'iews of indulgence towards Dissenters, 
Garway went with Buckingham, and desired to see the 
Church doors made wide enough to admit all Protestants. 
After the Convention Parliament, this veteran member re- 
tu*ed from public life, and being both rich and a bachelor, 
received that homage which sucli a person exacts from his 
family. His two brothei-s were rich men, and childless; 
his three sisters had families, and we find Mrs. Norris 
reproved by Tliomas Garway for sending cheeses, made by 
her daughters, to IVis brother William* Of his death the 
account is here printed: it took place in August, 1701, 

Tliomas Norris left his widow, Katlierine, with seven sons 
and four daughters. Thomas, the eldest, bom in 1653, was 
returned to Parliament for Liverpool in 1688, and repre- 
sented the town until 1695, when marrying Magdalen, 
second daughter of Sir Willoughby Aston, Norris retired 
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from public life. In the statement of his property at the 
time of the marriage, we have a curious insight into the 
small pecuniary means of a Lancashire Gentleman of the 
first consequence, in the seventeenth century. It may l>e 
premised that the Speke estate was set down as worth 
£1,200 per annum, in the Royal Oak list, 16G0; and that 
about 1795, at the time of the sale, the rental was £2,800 
per anuura. '' The estate," writes Mr. Norris, '' I stand pos- 
sessed of, is of equal value to £700 p, ann." Of this estate, 
three hundred and fifty acres were land, and estimated to 
be worth £300 per annum ; the mother's annuity was £220 
per annum; the brotliers had £1(H) p>er annum, amongst 
them; and a debt of £2,000 would not take k-ss than £100 
per annum; leaving £280 per annum for Mr. Norrls, or 
rather, as the sums to the brothers and the interest of the 
debt required coin, the Squire does not appear to have had 
more than £100 per annum, of actual mon*\y ; the re- 
mainder coming under the head of '*Conveniencies for 
House Keeping,'' as boons, gifts, rent, hens, &c. Upon 
these means Mr, Norris kept a liberal house, his motiier 
Hving with him ; he had six coach horses, w^orth £7 a 
piece; and receiving with Miss Aston £2,500, he settled 
on her £200 per aunnni, and at his death, left his sisters 
£50 each, and made legacies to his servants* 

Tlie Parliamentary career of Mr, Norris cannot now be 
traced ; he was a whig, and joined in Fen wick's attainder, 
and the speech of Norris on that occa^sion is all of his 
liarangnes that have come down to us. Both of the ques- 
tions, incident to the proceedings, are discussed in the speech. 
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Fii'st, " Wliother great ofteiiees aji^airist the Commonwealth 
may justly iTicur the penalty of death by a retrospective act 
of the Legislature, which a tribunal restrained by known 
laws is not competent to inflict ?'*^ — Ilallani's Constitutional 
Hidory, vol. ii. p. 149 (Strafford), and vol. iii. p. 117 (Fen- 
wick); — and second, "Whether, having executed a person 
by legislative enactment, it is correct to protest against its 
being drawn into a precedent f' Norris was led by his 
party zeal to maintain the aflirniative of the first, and by 
his sense of the ridiculous to put a negative on the second 
— "the famous and wise proviso," as Macintosh styles it 
in Strafford's case. The Charter of Liverpool, of 1695, 
was procured by Mr. Norris, and he appears to have been 
a judicious and valued representative. 

In 1606 Mr. Norris served the office of Sheriff of Lanca^ 
shire. The gentlemen who were in attendance upon him 
were about twelve, and the horsemen forty. At the assizes 
he paid for fifty-nine horses being kept, besides coach and 
other horses, about fifteen in number. The javelin men 
were ten in number, in liveries of blue and white, with 
swords and ''half javelins** with fringe; two trumpeters 
with banners and scarves, attended by two pages, marshalled 
the procession, and five porters and five pages completed 
the escort. A crowd of neighbours attended the Sheriff 
from Spoke to Preston, The Judges were met by the Under- 
sheriff at Burton, and this entry occurs: — "Spent in meeting 
the Judges, being thirteen men, besides myself, staying near 
five hours of the Judges, 18*." There were floods, and two 
shillings are given to ** two men who conducted the Judges 
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through the field and water, bj Broughton." After the 
assizes the Sheriff' and Judges went to Wigan, where £11 
15,? 6d. was spent, chiefly in wine and ale. Here the Judges, 
to the no small consternation of the Sheriff*, decided on 
leaving the county l*y different rentes. Chief Baron Ward 
preferred the usual way l)y Warrington, and with a 
trLnupcter and some Sheritt'^s men, and at a cost of £2 
2s, 6rf., transferred himself into Cheshire; whilst Judge 
Tnrton, without a trumpeter or banner, and on an allowance 
of £1 12«., retreated through Manchester, 

Mr. Noms died at Harrogate, in June, 17(K). Tlie sur- 
geon received £8 12.v\ for ''secring the body.'' A younger 
brother, John Norris, went over to make the necessary 
arrangements, and the body was brought by Leeds, Man- 
chester, Rochdale, and Warrington, to Speke. At Man- 
chester the procession oidy baited, but there is a charge 
of Ws, for the *'two chaplains and darkest* The journey 
from Rochdale to Warrington was made in a day> and here 
the Speke tenantry must have met the corpse, for the 
expenses rise from £1 5s,, for tlie night, to £C 2^.; besides, 
a messenger is charged for, sent from Rochdale to announce 
the approach of the funeral. We pass rapidly over the vari- 
ous mournings; the young widow in ''black napped baize," 
with ''a fine long training veil'' costing £4 5^,, and "a fine 
crape girdle;" tlie old mother '*in black serge;" and the 
sister in "fine black Queen's cloth." Silvester Moorcroft, 
who, against his will, served the office of Mayor of Liver- 
pool, A.D. 1706, was the draper employed, and William 
Hurst, Mayor, 1704, assisted in the double capacity of man 
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milliner and woman's tailor. The charge for cravats and 
nifflcs alone was £9 2s. od. Henrv, John, and Richard, 
followed their brother to the grave; William and Edward 
were in the East Indies. The concourse of people must 
have been great: eight hundred and ninety-nine quarts of 
ale at 4^d. were druiik ; whilst £2 Os, Gd. is set dowTi for 
wine consumed at Speke, and £11 4^* Id. for wine, to- 
bacco, and broken glasses, at Childwall. The fine was 
paid for burying in linen, and also the burial tax, Mr. 
Norris left one daughter, Mary; and the widow^ posses- 
sing nearly one third of the income of the estate, and 
the mother another third, — although, after providing libe- 
rally for his cliildj he had settled Speke and Garston oo 
heirs male, — yet no one, in Sir William Norris's absence, 
seemed inclined to undertake the management of a pro- 
perty so burthened. There was much ill humour and 
litigation, and Mrs, Magdalen Norris lived sometimes at 
Speke, at other times at Aston; and there is a receipt 
for £30 for *'half a year's table" February 23rd., 1700-1, 
signed by Mrs, llopw^ood, by which the widow appears 
to have lived at llopwood immediately after her bereave- 
ment. When Dr, Norris and his son were both dead, 
(about the year 173G,) this Mar}^ Norris became the heiress 
of the whole Sj^eke property, and, being 36 years old, mar- 
ried the person thus described by Lord Dover: — ^*'Lord 
Sidney Beauclerc, fifth son of the first Duke of St Albans, 
a man of bad character. Sir Charles llanhury Williams 
calls him * worthless Sidney.' He was notorious for panting 
after the fortunes of the old and childless. Being very 
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handsome he had almost persuaded Lady Betty Grermaiue, 
in her old age, to marry him, but she was dissuaded from 
it by the Duke of Dorset and her relations. He failed^ 
also, in obtaining the fortune of Sir Thomas Reeve, Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, whom he used to attend on 
the circuit, with a view of ingratiating himself with him. 
At length he induced Mr. Topham of Windsor to leave his 
estate to him. Ho died in 1744, leaving one son, Topliam 
Beauclerc, Escj/' — Note^ on Hot. Walpofes Letters to 
Mann^ voh i. p* 183. Topham Beauclerc, the friend of 
Johnson, Reynolds, &c., left a son, who disposed of the 
Speke estate about fifty years since. 

The next son, William, born in 1G57, had a more active 
career than his eldest brother. From 1695 to 1701 
William represented Liver[»ool, and was evidently much 
valued ; he was return ed for the borough during his 
absence in India, and unseated on the petition of Sir 
Cleave More. He married the widow of a Pollexfen, w^ho 
had a son, Nicholas Pollexfen, M.P, for Bedwiu from 1707 
to 1710, and made Commissioner of Prizes, November 
18th 1707. There are many letters both of Lady Norris 
and of her son ; tlie former appears to have been a woman 
of fashion, \QTy illiterate, and connected with the Lord 
Ranclagh, whose ejectment from office was so long an occu- 
pation to the tories. 

In 1698 the English East India Company obtained an 
act of Parliament, and subsequently a charter, to trade to 
the East Indies. The old, or London Company, were still 
in full activity, with large means, senants well skilled in 
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war and diplomacy, gained in dealings with native princes, 
interlopers, and pirates ; they had also forts and garrisons, 
and the experience of a century of legal possession of the 
India trade; their servants were not only devoted to the 
London Company, but they were unscrupulous as to the 
means by which they supported their interests, and especi- 
ally regarded ^ith contempt all acts of Parliament. — Mill's 
India^ vol.i. p. 113; Hamiltou's New Account, i. 232, — 
There was, besides, a not unfounded feeling on the part of 
the London Company that they had been ill treated by 
the Legislature- When, therefore, William Norris, who 
was made a Baronet for the occasion, went out on the 
appointment of the English Company, with the King's com- 
mission and in the King's ships, as ambassador to Auvong- 
zebe, a more onerous undertaking could hardly be imagined. 
Sir William's proceedings, from the 19th of September 
1699, when he landed at Masulipatam, to the 29th of April 
1702, when, by bribing the native governor of Surat, he 
was allowed to embark, are in part set forth in Bruce's 
Annals, (vol iii,) It is to be regretted that Sir \Villiam*s 
voluminous despatches, which are enumerated by Bruce, 
should still repose in the archives of the India Company, 
Europe has long been instructed and amused with Bernier's 
account of the court of Auvengzebe, when that despot was 
at his middle age, and the history of his failing years and 
empire could not be othen^ ise than valuable. Every species 
of vexation fell to the ambassador's lot, and at last, like 
Pym, he put forth a vindicatory declaration, Norris failed 
in all the objects he had in view ; his conduct is variously 
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represented, but, on tlie whole, he carried himself with more 
propriety tliaii any other of the Company's servants. He 
sent home a rich cargo, the investment of which was a 
fruitftil source of litigation to his relations, and died him- 
self between the Mauritius and St, Helena, on the 10th of 
October 1702, 

Of John, the next brother, we know little. He was sent 
to sea, in the merchant service, twice; contracted intem- 
perate habits ; grossly insulted his venerable mother ; lived 
poorly, in the neighbourhood of his sister's, at Hopwood 
and Rayton ; and by the expressions of regard of the chil- 
dren towards him, and consequently of the mother's, he 
may be taken to have passed a kind of Will Wimble life, 
disfigured, however, by intemperance* 

Henry, the fourth son, (we adopt the order in Lodge's 
pedigree,) was a clergyman, and probably Fellow^ of Brazen- 
nose, where he resided. This name occurs as M.A, January 
31, 1687, and B,D, November 29, 1697. He died unmarried, 
June, 1702. After his brother, Sir William Norris, he had 
been left his uncle William Ganvay's estate, and, on their 
both dying without heirs, the property passed to Christ's 
Hospital, London. There are many letters from this Henry 
Norris, and others, as to Gar way's death and will. It was 
an eccentric disposition, for Garway's two brothers, John 
and Thomas, were both living at his decease, besides the 
children of his three sisters. 

Edward, the fifth son, was also of Brazennose; M,A, 
June 1, 1689; B,M, January 19, 1691; and M.D. March 
12, 1 695 ; and thence he went to practice at Chester* 
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After some hesitation amongst the brothers, Edward was 
selected to accompany Sir WilUam to India. In the pro- 
cession of the 28th of April, 1701, with which the am- 
bassador entered the Mogul camp at Parnella, we find 
"Edw^ard Norris, Esq,, secretary to the embassy, in a rich 
palanquin, bearing his Majesty's letters to the Emperor; 
on each side, Mr, Wingate and Mr, Shuttleworth, in rich 
laeed coats, on horseback/' — Bruce, vol. iii, p. 4G3. Dr. 
Norris sailed, with fourteen of his brother's suite, in the 
China Merchant, a vessel bearing a rich cargo, of wliich 
60,000 rupees in value belonged to the Company, and 
87,000 to Sir William Norris. The brothers again met 
at the Mauritius on the 11th of July, 1702, and on Sep 
tember the 7th they sailed wdtli a large fleet for England, 
but the Scipio, the ambassador's vessel, parted company, 
and the Doctor saw Sir William no more. 

Althougli Dr* Norris returned to England, yet the calm 
which succeeded to perils and anxieties, operated fearfully 
on his mind. "But the concern 1 am in for my poor dear 
motiier," writes Mrs. Ilopwood, July 18, 1703, ''on the 
account of my dear brother, hath filled me with such appre- 
hensions it is as much as I can do to bear up, tho' had it 
not been for that paper, mother showed me after the unlucky 
thing of the banquetting house, I should never have sus- 
pected anything of that kind ; I hope it w ill w ear quite off, 
his friends must not let him be too much alone, tlio' I am in 
constant fear for him, God will be so merciful to him as per- 
fectly to restore him." 

Dr. Norris was perfectly restored. On his return, the 
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Speke estate was, to the extent of two-thirds of its value, 
pledged to the anouities of his mother and sister-in-law, and 
the other third nearly taken up by debts. He resided for 
awhile at Utkington, near Chester, and in 1705 married 
the daughter of William Cleiveland of Liverpooh This 
lady is marked in the pedigree as his second wife, (we dis- 
cover no mention of the first in these Papers,) and after 
his death she is stated to have married Dr. Tarleton. The 
death of this Doctor's first wife took place October 15, 
1702, and he married again, a Mrs. Norris, in tlie life time 
of Dr. Norris. The inscription on Dr. Norris's tomb, in 
Garston chapel, goes far to convict the Norris pedigree, 
(to which tlie name of that excellent herald, Lodge, is, wo 
suspect, very improperly appended,) of this mistake : — 
*' Under this tomb lies interred Edward Norris, M.D., of 
Speek, who departed this life the 22^ of July, 1726, in the 

year of his age* Also Anij, his wife, died the 3** of 

Jan^ 1729, aged 53." 

They had one son, bom in 1712, wlio, it may be conjec- 
tured, survived his father, yet was dead before 173G, and 
with him the name of Norris of Spoke ceased to exist. 
Dr. Norris represented Liverpool from 1714 to 1722. Of 
Jonathan, the sixth son, oo account is given. 

Richard, the yomigest, and from whose counting-house 
at Liveq>ool the greater part of the following letters are 
derived, was born in 1670. lie served the office of Bailiff 
in 1695, Mayor in 1700, and represented the borough from 
1708 to 17UK was Sheriff of Lancashire in 1718, and was 
living in 173<K This Richard had been married, for on 
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the 5th of May, 1698, he writes that he has been delayed 
answering a letter two posts "by the ceremony of his 
wife's funeral." 

There were, also, four sisters, Margaret, Ann, Katherine, 
and Elizabeth. The two last married in 1687 ; the first to 
Richard Percival of Royton, and the latter to John Hop- 
wood of Hopwood, both eldest sons of ancient families. 
Ann, in October, 1703, married William Squire of Liverpool, 
merchant. Margaret died unmarried ; she is alluded to as 
very ill on the 15th of April, 1699, and in Childwall church, 
in the table of bene&ctors, her name occurs : — "M" Margaret 
Norris gave" (by will) " to be layed out in land annexed to 
the vicarage, anno 1699, £50." 
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I. 

Collection op a Subsidy, temp. Hen. 8, (ffuyton^ ChildwaUy WaUon.) 



[The following is a paper issued in the collection of a subsidy, and contains 
the rounds of a collector, including Huyton, and great part of Walton, and 
Child wall. The two Earls of Derby of the name of Thomas existed from 
1485 to 1521, and probably the fifteenth here to be collected was either of 
the dd or the 6th of Henry the Eighth. The almost total omission of the 
Molineux property arose from that family being the collectors. The assess- 
ment for Liverpool seems very complete, and the Mores do not appear to 
have a preponderating interest Some of the families here mentioned long 
remained, as Ra3meford, Seacome, and Mainwaring ; and Cross and Aghton 
(Houghton) are still connected with the town.] 



The Assessment of Toums to the Fifteenth by the 
Commissioner. 

Walton juxta Lyuebpole. 

Vi Johannifl Crosse p terr suis ijS iiijd 

Idem p bonis suis ibidem vjs viijd 

Sm» ix5 
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Walton. •**.*•. *• Derbte cu Tiiyngwall. 

NicpfejrJazakerly p terr suis ibm lij § xd 

W Hifhus Norres p terr suis ibm xiiij d 

\ Johcs Keykewyc p terr suis xiiijd 

.•.\ ,'dohes Fletcher p terr suis xiiijd 

.•./:*.*•* Vx Johis Rydeng p terr suis vij d 

:•..'•'* Willm^ More p terr suis xd ol3 

V* Johes Thomasson p terr suis vijd 

Vx Rici Accres p terr suis vijd 

Ricus Standisshe p mr sua pro tris xiiijd 

Thomas Greucs p terr suis vij d 

Thomas Comes Derbie p terr suis xiiij d 

Rogerus Ogle p terr suis ij 5 iiijd 

Will^ Molyneux p terr suis ixd ob 

Johes Pasmythe p terr suis xiiijd 

Petrus Rideng p terr suis vijd 

Thomas Harebroune p terr suis xxj d 

Nicolas Wolfalt p terr suis ixd ofc 

Thomas Accres p terr suis xiiijd 

Sm* xxjg vd ob 
Walton. 

Kyrkedale. 

Hered Thome Eyves p terr suis ijs iiijd 

Sm* ij 5 iiij d 
Walton. 

BOTYLL. 

Thomas Gomes Derbie p terr suis vij S xjd ol3 

Sm* vij g xj d ob. 
Walton. 

Formeby. 

Abbas de Merevale p terr suis xxiijS iiijd 

Thomas Comes Derbie p terr suis viijg ijd 

Georgi^ Holford p terr suis iijg xd ofc 
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Wiltm? Formeby p terr suis iij S x d ob 

Willm? Norres Miles p terr suis xiiijd: 

Sm» xlg vd 

irV ALTON. 

Lyuerpole. 

Thomas Gomes Derbie p terr suis i j § iiij d 

Bicardus Crosse p terr suis ibm xj S viij d 

Wiltm^ Mor p terr suis xj§ viijd 

Idem Wiltm^ p bonis suis vjs viijd 

Johes Warrant Miles p terr suis iij 5 xd ob 

Thomas Harebroune p terr suis xiiijd 

Henricus Mosok p terr suis xiiijd 

Hered Rici Starky p terr suis ij§ iiijd 

Garolus Maynwareng p terr suis iij§ jd 

Johes Myels p terr suis vij d 

Gcorgius Baynford p terr suis x d oh 

Idm Georgius p bonis iiijs 

Henricus Preston p bonis xiiijd 

Hered Hugonis S wyndeley p terr x d oh 

Wiltm^ Tatlok p terr suis •... xiiijd 

Thomas Seycom p terr suis ijs iiijd 

Bobart Preket p terr suis ixd oh 

Idem Bobertus p bonis suis ij S 

Johes Wyllmo p bonis suis iiijs 

Wiltm^ Harebroune p bonis suis x3 

Huan^ Aghtoii p bonis suis vjS viijd 

Thomas Gorbet p bonis suis v5 viijd 

Bic Bexwyc p bonis vg 

Wiltm^ Preket p bonis xvj d 

Johes Haydok p bonis viij d 

Bicus Luntep bonis suis xijd 

Sm* iiijti xiijs vjd oh. 

ULGWALL. 

Garston. 

Johefs Irland dc Lydcat p terr v S x d 

Sm* V S X d 
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Chilgewall. 

Thomas Gomes Derbie p terr suis xS xjd 

Sm* X 5 xj d 
Ghilowall. 

Speyke. 

Wilhn^ Norres Miles p terf suis xxxvijs vij d 

Wilhn? Chamok p terr suis vij 8 xjd ofe 

Robeii? Lathu de Allertoii p terr vijs xjd ofe 

Wilhn^ Lathii p terr suis xjs viijd 

Jacobus Toxstath p terr suis vS xd 

Sm* iijti xjs 
Ghilowall. 

Halewode cum Halebouke. 

Thomas Comes Derbie p terr suis IviijS iiijd 

Jolies Irland p terr suis IviijS iiijd 

Jolies Irland p terr suis xiij d 

Thomas Tarleton p terr suis xijd 

Idm Thomas p bonis ijs 

Sm» vj ti X d 
Ghilowall. 

Waretre. 

Gomes Derbie p terr suis ijg xjd 

Dauid ap Gruffyth p terr suis xiiy d 

Idm p bonis suis xls 

Thomas Harebroune p terr suis ixd ofe 

Sm* xliiijs xd ob 

Hyton Torbok. 

Wilhn^ Torbok p terr xxxjs xjd 

Joties Irland vijd 

Jolies Esthed vijd 

Thomas Knolle vijd 

Sm* xxxiij S viij d 
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Hyton. 

Knowseley. 

Thomas Comes Derbie iijti vjg vjd 

Nicolas Stokley vijd 

Sm* iij ti vij S j d 

Hyton cum Roby. 

Hamo Haryngton p terr vijg xjd ofe 

Ricus Tyldesley p terr iijs jd 

Thomas Lathome p terr iijs xd 

Herod Henr Lee xiijd 

Harr Bellusbe iijg xd ofe 

Thomas Wofalt iijg xd ofe 

Harro Mossok xiiijd 

Wiltm^ Orme xiiijd 

Thomas Bury iijg xd ob 

Roger Ogle p terr xxiijd ob 

Idem Rogerusp bonis vjg viijd 

Sm» xxxviijg vijd ob. 

Sm* totalis xxviij ti vij g vj d ob. 
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II. 



Receipt to Edward Norris for expence of renewing Charter op 

Liverpool, 1603. 



[The territorial interest of the Mores in the Borough of Liverpool was early 
opposed by neighbouring families, and the following receipt shows that Mr. 
Norris, who resided eight miles from that town, and possessed no land 
within its precincts, assisted in discharging one of those illegal imposts by 
which James recruited his Exchequer at the expence of the corporate towns. 
There is a curious account of a quarrel and suit at law in 1632, between 
" More Arm : & Norris Knight," in Rushworth, vol. iii. p. 35, (Appendix.) 
The families appear afterwards opposed to each other.] 



Primo die februarii anno Begni Regis 
Jacobi Anglie 2, et Scotie 38. 
Received of Edw : Norres of Spake in the Countie of Lane : Es- 
quire the daie and yere above said the Sume of 24* which he was 
assessed to paie for his porcion towards the chardge of the Renewinge 
of the Cliarter for the confirmacion of the freedom and franchises of 
the Towne of LiverpooL 

Edw : Moore 

Maior. 



THE NORRIS PAPERS. 
III. 

Memorandum op Annuity due from Crown to Mr. Norris. 



[The Society of Scottish Antiquaries interested themselves some years 
ago in an inquiry '^ into the probahility of a tradition that the Hbrary and 
furniture of James the 4th of Scotland was carried off after the battle of 
Flodden, and set up at Speke Hall." Mr. Whatton contributed to the 
Archofolcffia Scotica^ (vol. iv. part i. 1831,) an article interesting as relating 
to the Norris family, but of no value in the determination of the strange 
inquiry proposed. There could be no reader of history but must have 
knoun that in 1513 the English never came near Edinburgh. 

The inscription in the volumes now in the Athenaeum at Liverpool, 
(Baines's Lancashire^ vol. iii. p. 155,) proves that Sir William Norris 
in 1543 brought away books from Edinburgh, and as he fell in the next ex- 
pedition, 1547, at Pinkey, the probability is, the annuity, mentioned below, 
was then granted to his heirs. 

We find in the Norris Papers a strong opinion on the extortion practised 
in the deductions to which this grant was subjected.] 



Edw. Norres Esq' Receives from the Crowne a yearly annuity due 
to him and his heirs for ever the Sum of. £5 . 6 . 8 

The Court deducts for Taxes . 13 . 

for Court Fees . 11 . 10 1.4.10 

4 . 1 . 10 
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Hee paies rent for Childwall 

^ ann 3 . 7.4 

2. H. 9 0.0.8 

3.8.0 
Allow for taxes . 15 . 2 . 13 . 



Rests to bee paid him 1 . 8 . 10 



[In the enumeration of the property to which the heiress of Mr. Norris 
was entitled (1700) there occurs " a Debenture out of the Dutchy of Lan- 
caster for service performed by one of the family in Scotland. Enquire 
after it."] 
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IV. 



Henry NorbWj to get his Apprentice Indentitre cancelled, to 
Common Council of London, 1()22. 



[There was no class in society more iuiiucntiul, in disturbed times, than 
the apprentices of London. The foUomng narration contains an every day 
tale, yet as bearing upon the manners of the persons al hided to, at a very 
important period of their bistoryj it is here selected for publication. A few 
years later, and th6 institutions, under which Henry N orris changed bis flat 
cap and shining shoes for the steel cap and breast-plate, produced the most 
active of tbo first opponents of Charles. Eight<3en of that Kings Judges 
had been apprentices in London, Massey and Brown were once apprentices, 
though perhaps httlc meriting the appellation of base, which Scott, with 
more propriety, might have applied to Isaac Pennington, Venn, Fowke, 
Bark stead, &c. 

Mr* Hallam is of opinion (Constitutional Mittory^ vol. ii. p. 183,) that 
from the time of the Armada to 1640, the youth of London were trained 
to amis. This is a mistake, for Elizabeth did not encourage the martial 
propensities of these boys beyond the occasion wbieh required them. The 
introduction to Hey wood's play of TAe Four Apprentices shows tlmt James 
'* first awakened the rememherance of these arms in the artillerv' gardens," 
and permanently, in evil hour, established the drilling of apprentices, 
whilst dramatists and hallud-mongers worked upon the susceptible vanity of 
these youths. With Perkin, Revelour, Trade-well jun., and Goldwire jun., 
apprentices were often rogues, and they were besides easily persuaded they 
had a military chamcter to sustain : — 

** I have aa mut-h power tu sit, 
, 8ort out my wares, and scrrilfMe on a siliop board. 
When I but Ijcar the niu^^ifk of a d mm, 
A*i to abi^tahi from meat wlicn 1 ain IiangTy," 
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The last Stuarts endeavoured to give apprentices an ephemeral importance, 
but Cromwell liad already lowered them to their proper stntion. Glass win- 
dows put a periotl to the eternal *'^ What lack ye ?" and a vigorous poUce did 
away with the necessity of the cry " Clubs ! Clubs !" 

Henry Norris is set down io the pedigree as the seventh son of Sir Wil- 
liam Norris of Spekc, K.B., who died about 1626, by Eleanor, daughter of 
Sir William Molynciix of ScTton, This Henry wa* a colonel of foot in 
Flanders, and died mi married.] 



Right honobable Sirs, 

Whereas my father Sir William NorreiB Knight, ditl 
b}Tide me Henry Norreis prentisse unto one Mr, Robert Geoffreys 
tnarchant, who upon some dislike did put mo from hia service. And 
now understanding that my said M^ hath put my father's bonde in 
suite, therefore I thoughte it goode to eertific unto your honors upon 
my oath, confirmed under my hande and seale of the truth of all 
proceedings therein, viz : 

That he doeth denye, that he did not tume me awaye from his 
service, I affirm the contrarie, for he gave me waniinge to be gone, 
oftentimes, tho space of twelve moneths, that I should provide for 
myself another Maister, for Iiee would keepe me noe longer, to the 
v^^' commaunde I answered that I woulde not departe from his ser- 
vice ontill such time as mj said father had clered the bonde, that he 
was bounde in for me, and the money that my said M^ had with 
me, being llO"^- 

And this my said M' eeinge that I woulde not begon, did come to 
me upon a Satturday, and taking the Keighes from mc, commauuded 
me to begon upon Monday folio winge, and I coininge unto him upon 
the said Monday raorniuge, demauuding of him, in presence of Sir 
Francis Dun ken, Knight, my said M^ his wief, and servants, viz. 
Balph Burnett, Eebecca Gibs, with others, dernaunding of him 
whether that he continued the said determinacion of puttinge me 
awaye as before, whereunto hce answered that hee did, I replied 
thereupon that I would not begone, unless that he thrusteH me out, 
the w*** hoe did presentlie at that instants. 
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The same dayo at night I with my father's man Robert Qiiieke 
came to the old Exchange to tender myself nnto him, findinge him 
not there, wee met with M' Dnry [Dmry] now aldernmn, and 
acquainted him of all that had hapncd, and what my intencion was, 
hee rephing said that heo w^onld beare witness that I had ben there 
to tender myself uiitu him, and tliat so had heard my said M^ saye, 
that he had putt me awayc, I called him before the chamherlaine, 
and Alderman Proby, and as I remember, they conmiaunded to be 
Registered the manner of this my saide turning awaye.* 

AVhereas he saycth that he gave me good Instructions in his pro- 
feesion, I affirme that I w^as imployed about liis affaires, only aa a 
Stranger, without any particular directions therein, excepting one 
moneth that heo being in the Countrey, that I received his letters tor 
liim, and thereby had some insight in his proceedings. And whereas 
my said M'' denieth my goinge to Market, and makiuge clene of 
shoocs, I doe affirme that in the time tliat I was with him, hee kept 
no other Servauote bnt myself, and that upon some dayes sent to 
Markett with a handc baskett some four or five times upon a daye, 
all which I did as he conmiaunded me.^ 

And wdiereas he had with me a 110 tb as aforesaid, five ponde 
thereof he said and condicioned that it should be imployed for my 



' GeofFrys migbt probalily, with juBtice, aufiwer to all tbia,— 

Tho M&HtCTfl never iirosjjor'il 
Since gctit1em«u'!>! norm grew 'prcinticeji. Wlieu we look 
To hATO our buAiUfCSfl dune at lioitie. they aro 
Almmd In tho Teiiiil» Court, or in I*«rtritlg*3 AUey, 
In Lamlketh Alursh, or a ctiotitiog oriUnary. 

Tins CUtf Madam. 

' It appear* to have been the iluty of an apprentice to take a part, at least, of the 
offico of a raodeini footman* In the Vitt/ Matchf (ant iii. sc* 2,) we read ; — ** Etitcr 
Mns, ^cathrift and Jlrn. Iltjllaiid, with a 'prentke before *cin, aa converflin/' Whe- 
ther, bowcTTcr, iliu tipecie^ uf bcrvice cauhl bo exacted h not clear» The ai»prentkc 
oath in Stowe Ib very general in Ha tcnutf, jet menial service was muoh diiiliked, 
Ma^einger makes Gold wire, j an. | itaj ; — 

1!1j conrteouA iiiioc(» (lud employtiicjit fur liiiii 
Fittiug Hii timhT '|>rt5Dtlc<", or iv fuotuimi. 

Ako we FortuneM nf Nhjfi^ rlmpter i. 
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The last Stuarts entlcavonrcd to give apprentices an cpliemeral importance, 
but Cromwell lia4 already lov\'ered them to their proper Btation, Glass win- 
dows put a period to the eternal ** What laek ye ?" and a 'v'igoroiis pohce did 
away with the necessity of the cry '*^ Clubs! Clubs!" 

Henry Norris is set down in the pedigree as the seventh son of Sir Wil- 
liam Norrig of Speke, K.B., who died about 1626, by Eleanor, daughter of 
Sir William Jfolyneux of Sefton. This Henry was a colonel of foot in 
Flanders, and died unmarried*] 



RlGMT HOXORABLE SlRS, 

Whereas my father Sir William Norreis Knight, did 
bjTide me Henry Norreis prcntisso unto one Mr. Robert Geoifreys 
marchant, who upon some dislike did put me from hia service. And 
now understanding that my said M^ hath put my father's honde in 
suite, therefore I thou^^'hte it goode to certifie unto your honors upon 
my oath, confirmed under my hande and seale of the truth of all 
proceedings therein, viz : 

That he doeth denye, that he did not turne me awaye from his 
service, I affirm the eoritrarie, for he gave me warninge to be gone, 
oftentimes, the space of twelve moneths, that I should provide for 
myself another Maister, for Iiee would keepo me noe longer, to the 
w*^*" commannde I answered that I woulde not departe from his ser- 
vice untill such time as my said father had clered the bonde, that he 
was bouude in for me, and the money that my said M' had with 
me, being 110*^ 

And this my said M^ seinge that I woulde not begon, did come to 
me upon a Satturday, and taking the Keighes from me, commaunded 
me t^ begon upon Monday folio winge, and I cominge unto him upon 
the said Monday morninge, demaunding of him, in presence of Sir 
Francis Dunken, Knight, my said M"" his wief, and servants, viz. 
Ralph Burnett, Rebecca Gibs, with others, demaunding of him 
whether that he continued the said detemiinacion of puttinge me 
awaye as before, whcreunto hee answered that hee did, I replied 
thereupon that I would not begone, unless that he thruste'd me out, 
the w'^ hee did presentlie at that instante. 
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The saute daye at night I with my fether''a man Robert Quicke 
came to the old Exchange to tender myBelf unto him, findingo him 
not there, wee met witli M' Durj [Dniry] now altlerman, and 
acquainted him of all that had hapne*!, and what my intcnciou was, 
hee repHiug said that hoc would beare witness that I had ben there 
to tender myself u!ito him, and that so had heard my said M^ save, 
that he had putt mc awayc, I called hioi before the ehamherlaiue, 
and AlJennau Prob\', and as I remember, they eommaundcd to be 
Registered tlie manner of this my saide turning awaye.* 

Whereas he saycth that he gave me gootl Instructions in his pro- 
ftfifiion, I affinne that I was imployed about his affaires, only as a 
Stranger, without any particular directions therein, exceptiug one 
moneth that hoe being in the Countrey, that 1 received his letters for 
him, and thereby had Bonie insight in his proceedings. And whereas 
nay said M^ denieth ray goinge to Market, and raakinge clene of 
ahoocs, I doe affirme that iu the time that I w^as with him, hee kept 
no other Servaunte but myself, and that upon some daycs sent to 
Markett with a hande baskett some four or five times upon a dayc, 
all \vhich I did as he commauuded me.^ 

And whereas he had with me a 110 tb as aforesaid, five ponde 
thereof he said and condicioned that it should be imployed for my 



' Gcoffrys might probably, witb justice, answer to all tliie, — 

The Mastera nover proaper'J 
3iiic«i gctiUenivrx'ei monii grow 'pretittcva. VVbeu wo louk 
To have our biLsinefls duue at huiuo, they ore 
Abroad In tho Tennb Court, or in Pwrtridge Alley, 
Id Lambtitb MuTsb> or a chcatlug urdiuary. 

The CUif Muiktm. 

* It appears to have Iveen the <!(aty of an apprcntifio to take a part, at least, of the 
olBoe of a mndcra footmati. In the CiV// Match, {&ci iii. sc, 2,) wo read: — "Kilter 
Mrs. Seatbrift aiul llrs. iliilljind, with a 'prentice before 'em, a« cotivemin/* Whe- 
ther, however, thi** species of service could be exacted h not clear. The apprentice 
ciath in Stowe ia very gen oral in ita termi, jet menial servico was much di&liked. 
MasBinger makes Gold wire, j on., gay ; — 

IUa coarteoim nl«ct» find employ meut Tor blm 
FLitiug Jiu itinlcr 'pruyticc, ur n fuotiiiun< 



> Fortun^M n/yiffH, chapter i. 
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learnioge arithmaticke and keepioge accompts, but to my knowledge, 
there was no more imployed for my leaminge, beinge but 2 or 3 
moneths but eight shillings, and that was unto Lewes, a Scrivener in 
the same streete of my said M'' as will apeare in the cash booke, that 
hee hath in his keepinge.^ 

After this ill usage and beinge thrust out of his service, I lived a 
yeare and a half at Grayes Inne, expecting reconciliacon into his 
favor, till at last being constrayned to seeke fortunes in other Goun- 
treys ; hee had 7 or 8 before my time, that served him, that were 
badlie used by him as some of the Aldermen can testifie. 

In witness whereof that this aforesaid afiirmacion of myne to be 
true, I have taken My oath, and hereunto sett my hande and seale, 
this present 19 of September. And the better to coniirme this to be 
my acte and deede I have procured the Burgermaisters of Groole, the 
garrison wherein I doe live, to put to their handes, together with the 
town seale. Datum Groulse this 19 of the above named September 
1622. 

Henry Norres. 

[In the attestation both of the Burgomasters, and of Mr. William Trum- 
bull, Envoy to the Archduclicss at Brussels, this late apprentice is styled 
Captain Norris.] 



1 JFarehouse. In this half year that I shall be away 

Cypher shall teach you French, Italian, Spanish, 
And other tongues of traffic. 
PMwdl. Shall I not learn 

Arithmetic too, sir, and short hand ? 
Wnrehotue, Tis well remember'd ; yes, and navigation. 
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Chakge of Thomas Norbis of Speke agalnst Sequestrators, 1660. 



[The annexed is ti sammary of tlic losses of the Speke family during the 
Civil Wars* In tlie catalogue of those that have compounded for their 
estates, **Thos, Norris of Speak, Lancashire, Esquire," is set down at 
JC508. This book was originalh' printed in 1(>55, and In the following paper 
it is evident Thomas Norris had the estate at the time of its being drawn 
up, wbich was probably about 1600. There is no mention made of any 
possessor of Speke but of Thomas and his father, Williani, and yet there was 
an elder son, Edward, Here is a naeniorandum from the Seciueetrators' 
hooks; *' Edward Norris of Speke a Papist,*' (and then an enumeration of 
twenty-five acres of land,) ''^ the above said estate was added to the book of 
surveighs, the 24th of June 1652.'* The father of these two died in 1651, and 
Edward in 1664; and whether from the circumstance of the disqualifications 
under which, in that persecuting age, his religion placed him, or because he 
liad only a daughter, or for some other reason which does not appear^ it is 
however clear that Edward was disinherited, and here are receipts by which it 
appears he received from his father an annuity through his younger brother, 
Thomas. 

There is amongst these MSS» an uncancelled bond of Col. John M ore's, 
(he spelt his own name Moore, but the reader w^ould hardly know liim so 
designated,) the celebrated member for Liverpool who signed Charfes*s death 
warrant. Willmm Norris must then have been ill enough off, and More, 
who was w^aiting for a \\ind to pass vnih his regiment into Ireland, thus oc- 
cupied himself in defrauding an imfortunate Cavalier; and Mnrtlndale has 
showm us that More and his household were little better than freebooters*] 



30 SeptGiiibcr, 1649. 
M*^"*" that I John MiX)re of Bank Flail Eeq"' do acknowledge 
myself to owe and to be indebted imto Williaxn Norres of the Speake 
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fLsq'v in the foil sum of fifteen pounds of lawful English money, 
which som I do bind me» my heirs, execotcws, administrators, or 
assigns, to pay unto the said William Norres, his heirs, &c., upon 
the last day of this present month, as witness my hand the day, 
and year, above written. 

John Moore. 

The information and charge of Thomas Norris of Speak in the 
coanty of Lancaster Eaq^ against such persons who being Seques- 
trators, seized and took, the goods and chattels of William Norres 
late of Speak aforesaid ELsquire deceased, late &ther of the said 
Thomas, and alsoe the Bents and profits of the demesne lands, and 
Milnes, together with the rents of the tenants of the said William 
between the thirtieth day of January 1642 and the 21"^ day of June 
UG(h 

Imprimis the said Thomas Norres chargeth John Broughton 
of Mur?h Woolt^m, William Plombe of the same, and William 
Hin^lfrt/m of Little Woolton, in the county of Lancaster, yeo- 
inim^ i(9 have seized and taken horses and cattle of his late 
father within the years beforesaid to the value of ... . £500 

iU^it^ the Mul Tho: Norres chargeth Peter Ambrose^ of 
TonUri\u John Lathorn of Whiston, in the said county, or the 
tfiHi (ff iht) iHher of them, to have seized and taken the Bents, 
ImutiH^ and Profits of tho demesne Lands, and Mills, of his 
Maid \t%U) fttth^^r, Injing of the yearly value of <f 200, for the 
n\m*Ai f/f <;i;(ht ymnm within the years before mentioned, in tot : ^1 600 



* I'#i4»r ArnfiroM (m U n)utytn hy the Heqnestrator's papers, which Seacome had 
siMMM Ut) Wi« iti#> unUnfMkS %\t\if%\imr and agent for the disposal of the forfeited es- 
iiiUM III f^aiKjaMtiim, 'Vh%i Imi miryirod tho restoration is here shown, and how he 
famd tn%y perhaps \m \\tm%fUif disiiorenid. The other names were those of local 
Sfdtiis ealltd in liy ih« sii pnHor imn, or of persons who, like Bradshaw in Seacome, 
li«lpfd IbofiUMPlves, and after whom J'eter Ambrose was sent. 
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Item, the said Tho: Norres chargeth the said Peter Am- 
brose, and John Lathom, the one or the other of them, with 
the Receipt of the rents of the tenants of his said father, being 
<£^90 ^ ann: for the space of seven years within the time 
aforesaid, in tot : <je630 

Item, the said Tho: Norris chargeth the said Peter Ambrose 
with the taking of goods, and of him the said Tho: two horses 
of the value of 0^22 
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VI. 

Extract from the Order of the Garston Lbet Jury, 1686. 



[The uses made in Garston and Speke, of a Leet Jary, are worth pie- 
scrving, and stand in contrast to the inferior duties assigned to ihem in the 
present day. Yet this was the old English mode of administering jnstice, 
the magistrates' tribunal in such matters being, comparatiyely speakings of 
recent date.] 



. ^ . I November the second, anno 1686. 

It is ordered by this Jury that the Lord of this Manor may 
and shall have free privilege to set hunting gates, lay platts, cut, and 
ditch, in any place within this Lordship, according to His Worship'^B 
pleasure, for hunting, or any other Becreation, and the disturbers of 
the same to forfeit the sum of twenty shillings. 

This is a true copy taken out of the Town's books, attested under 
our hands. 

[Thb signatures of the Leet Jury, fifteen in number, follow.] 
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VII. 
Presentment of the Speke Leet Jury, 1699. 



flSanm Irr | ^g ^.^ ^^^^ anooque domim 1699, 

Presontments made by the Jurors within the s*^ Man'' the day 
and year abovesaid, aa follows — 

Robert Plompton of Hale foF a Tussle with W™ Lynton the 

younger of Speke 1 . .. 

W™ LjTiton jun^ for the like with Rob^ Plompton 1 . .. 

James Bolton of Speako for getting apples and Pares in the 

orchard of W°^ Gill of Speake aforesaid .........,*. 5 . •• 

James Bolton for feloniously takeing away W°^ Tatlock'^s hat- 

ehett out of hiB field 5 . .. 

Will"! Lindloy for buying a Board and Potatoes of Lawrence 

Oolden'a Child, whose goods were the goods of Anne Eyes, 

Widow , .....<... 3 . 4 

John Brookes for getting Fish and Wood within the demesne 

of the Lord of the said Manor..... 3 • 4 

John Brooks for neglecting to bring a Rent Henn aceording to 

ancient custom ,.....,<... .. 1 , .. 

The occnp* of Elizabeth Almond for opening a Pitt in the 

coinons or high way es without consent of the Lord of the 

said Manor 3 , 4 

John Goodall for an assault on James Pilkington 1 . .. 

Tho: Smith of West Derby (Doctor) for courseing within this 

Manor ...**,,.,. 3 . 4 

W=i Diconson of Allerton for the like 3 . 4 

James Almond of Muchwoolton for the like 3 • 4 

John Scowlcs of Muchwoolton for the like 3.4 

D 
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VIII. 

Liverpool Election, 1690. — BiU of Eapetises incurred. 



[The circumstances under which Liverpool in 1 688, from returning mem- 
bers attached to the house of Stuart, adopted the principles of the Revolution, 
and chose Lord Colchester and Mr. Norris as its representatives, will appear 
in part from the treating of which a record is here preserved, and in part 
from a retrospect of the political history of the borough. 

During the whole of the seventeenth century the Earls of Derby, except- 
ing in the period of the Civil War, endeavoured to influence the return of 
members for Liverpool. In this they were generally successful, and princi- 
pally from their power in the state and county, and not from their posses- 
sions in the borough, which were only an old castellated house, with its 
yards and gardens. If the Derby family adopted politics opposed to the 
Court, the Mores were ready to join them ; and if they leaned to the oppo- 
site party, the Molyneuxes, who were Roman Catholics, gave their assist- 
ance. The Mores were the principal landholders of the Borough; the 
Mol3nieuxes, however, were the constables of the castle, and had the mano- 
rial and fiscal rights belongmg to the Crown, and when men of their religion 
were in favour at Court, the return of Roman Catholics, or Jacobites, marked 
the absolute sway of the Crown in Liverpool : such was the case in 1623, 
and in 1685. All three families, Stanleys, Moleyneuxes, and Mores, had 
residences in Liverpool, and the Mores chiefly lived there. The returns, 
prior to 1642, are of a very heterogeneous political character, and the cause 
of this must be sought in the patrons of the borough, and not in the inhabit- 
ants, who had but a small part in the elections. Thomas May and Lord 
Strange, Henry Jermyn and Lord Cranfield, all remarkable names, were 
strangely opposed in politics; and perhaps, when the character of Lord 
Strange is examined, this want of poHdcal consistency will be found to origi- 
nate with him, towards whom Liverpool had otherwise every reason to be 
grateful, as obtaining the first intelligible charter, (1626,) and as the early 
promoter of its commerce. 
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In tiomiiiation Boroughs, the return of the patron is the rule, Ids hemg 
rejected the exception, and the latter only occurs in times of great excite- 
ment. The fate of tlie Mores in Liverpool reversed this^ and it was only in 
times of revoluticm that they were returned, and that hy adopting the most 
extreme pohtics. Colonel John More, who was first returned for tlie Long 
Parliament, after serving Cromwell faith fidly, sate on Charles's trial, and 
signed bis death warrant ; out of which acts grew the emancijfation of 
Liverpool, and the ruin of the Mores. The first great impetus to the town's 
prosperity is usually assigned to the shipping of soldiers to Ireland, during 
these wars. For this purpose, when to he done on a great scale, Chester 
was found inadeqnate. On February 1(J, 1G47-S, (Rush worth, vol, vii. p. 
1000,) it is stated, — ** From the city of Chester hy letters was thus cer- 
tified," " The northern horse intended for Ireland, after five tinies shipped, 
wore hy contrary winds beat back again." In No, 133 of the Journal of 
the day, {Perfect Occurrences^ &c«) July 14, 11*49, it is stated, — "All the 
forces here and at Liverpool, wait the good houfc, Col. Reynolds at Bew- 
monis. Col. V enables at Moston [Mostyn], Col. Hunts and Coh More at 
Liverpool, All the provisions for Col, Reynolds and Col. Venahles are 
aboard the hoatcs, to go down to the shipps. The want of waier m our 
miserabie river hath hindred two da^es. For cheese, Mr. Whalley is send- 
ing all he can, and is now going to Liverpool, having finished all for Col. 
Reynolds and Col. Venahles." Johnson, in one of his letters, finds, in 1044 
the commencement of the cheese trade in the Mersey. The troops last 
mentioned lay at Liverpool some months, and Colonel John More witli 
thera. In *' The Perfect DiurnaU*' of December 10, 1649, in a letter from 
Liverpool, Colonel More and his three hundred and fifty men arc said to 
have been shipped the week before i and in the next number of the paper 
it is stated, — "^ There hath bin of late transported in Chester and Liverpool 
water 2708 soldiers." There is a difficulty in ascertaining t!ie fate of Colo- 
nel John More ; indeed, owing to the existence of a cotcmporary Colonel 
Richard More, M,P. for Bishop's Castle, the acts of the two cannot now be 
separated. In two numbers of The NouveUes Ordinaire^ de Londres^ 19th 
October and 26 th October, 165G, a Colonel ^lorc and his regiment arc 
stated to have embarked at Carrickfergus, in Brayncs*8 expedition to Jamaica. 

Colonel Thomas Bircli was the other member for Liverpool, and governor 
of the castle, during the Civil War. Of him we have little to add to what 
Dr. Ormerod has so well given in the Society *s rcccjit puhlicoiiun. Bircli, 
too, from the similarity of bis name with that of Colonel John Birch, of 
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Herefordshire, has not alwnjs his own deeds assigned to him, and the editor 
of Burton's Biarf/ seems not aware of the existence of the Liverpool mem- 
ber, although he prints a speech coiiehuled with cries of '' Thomas Birch." 
This man died, aged 70^ August 5, 1678, and a contemporary writes ^^that 
he had been an active man in the wars, hut was deaf and in dotage soms 
years/* 

Both More and Birch appear to have heen ill-conditioned men, and the 
former inherited a had temper from Ms father, who, wlien member for 
Liverpool in 162fi, was committed for speaking seditious words, (Rush worth, 
vol. i, p. 370,) and in 1632 got into a riuarrel with Sir William Norris, whicli 
ended in a law-suit, (Rush worth, ?oL iii. p* 35.) 

To Ricliard Cromwell's Parliament, Sir Gilbert Ireland, one of that 
numerous class of Presbyterians who, after diligently achienng the over- 
throw of Charles, occupied themselves in restoring Ins son, and Alderman 
Blackmore, who had his expenses paid by contrihutions, were returned. 
After the Restoration, Ireland, mth a nominee of the Earl of Derby, sato 
until 1678, from which date^ to 1685, Wentworth, a connexion of the 
Stanleys, and John Dubois, sate. Lord Derby had, however, to exert him- 
self to maintain his interest, and nith his son, and son- in-law, were succes- 
sively Mayors of Liverpool* If John Dubois be the person of the same 
name who, with Papillon in 1682, opposed North and Ricli, as Sheriffs for 
London, it would connect Lord Derby with Shaftesbury and Russell, wtose 
dislike to tlie Stuarts he certaiDly shared. The election of 1685 went with 
the party of James the Second, and for a while the Stanleys were not only 
obliged to yield this horougli to the Mol vneuxes, but also to give np to them 
the lieutenantcy of the county. 

Liverpool had, previously to the Revolution, heen a place of mucli pohtical 
intrigue. Monmonth, in 1682, and Labonrue, in 1687, did not visit this 
obscure port without important objects. As reipeets tlie latter, it appears, 
from Cartwriglit's Biatyy that at the date last given, that old Roman Catholic 
cavalier, Caryl, Viscount Molyueux, was living in great splendor at Crox- 
teth, and that the Cnrporation of Liverpool willingly did honor to his guests. 
On this Lord, who died 1608, aged 77, times of quiet were tlirowTi away; 
and when be could no longer, as in his youtli, ride in fiehls of battle, (or 
even in his age, for he took np arms for James in 1688,) or be driven from 
his home by seqneatrators, he gathered round himself couutless intrigues, 
evidently in James the Second's time, labouring with Bishop Labourne, to 
introduce the Romanist belief, and in William's time subjecting himself to 
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arrest for treasonable practices. After the Kevolution, Molyneux was strip- 
ped of all Lis offices. 

Tlie poverty of the Mores and tlieir liaviiig, tbrougli tlic Fenwicks, 
courted tlie Stuarts to remoTe the attainder, and liencc become Jacobites, 
arising from Jolm More*s signing t!ie King's deatb warranty and tlic re- 
cusancy of tlic MoI)aieuxcs whicli left tbeni without power, placed Liverpool 
in a situation to follow its own inclination, and to take advantage of tlio 
new order of tilings. Richard^ Lord Colchester, and Mr* Norris, of Spcko, 
were therefore returned, though perhaps not without opposition. Tbomas 
Lord Colchester, Mayor of Liverpool j 1667, married the Lady Charlotte, 
daughter to Clmrles, Earl of Derby, and this Thomas was tbc elder brotlier 
of the member for the boruugli in ISHB, Swift, in Stella's Journal, makes 
frequent mention of Richard, who was a profligate and handsome soldier, 
succeeded to the title of Rivers, 1694, and died, 1712. (Mack ay- Banks.) 
Tliia Lord Rivers is memorable for tw^o things :■ — a kind of rivalry in which 
he delighted to sttrnd towards Marlborough, and whicli Ilarlcy seriously 
encouraged ; and for being the father to Savage, and, tlierolore, chronicled 
in Johnson's Lives of the Poets, Swift's account of Rivcrs's Will is rery 
amusing. As for his being comparable to Marlborough, the year (1706) 
tbc kttcr gained Ramillies, the tonner ignominiously (|idtted Spain.] 



Disbursements by order of the E*^ hon^''-*' Lord Colchester and the 
worshipful Tho: Norris Esq^at Liverpool 4** March 16"H9-90. 

Iti. B* d. 

To Edm: Rigby for bear and tobacco 0.16. 

To Tho: Sharpies 1. 3. 

To Tho: Row 1.4.0 

To Hen: Leadbett^ . 16 . 6 

To Law: Turner 1 . 10 . 

To Peter Mason 1 . 16 . 6 

To Widdow R^dcMe 1.16. 

To W™ Travers 2 . 10 , 

To Ja: Hodgson 2 . 10 . 

To the Ringers 1. 0. 

ToJameaUenn 3.0. 



22 THE NORRIS PAPERS. 

lb. 8. d. 

To Widdow Haslam 0.10. 

ToJo:Story 1. 0. 

To Ellin Lyon . 10 . 

To Jo: Lawson 1.0.0 

To Eliz: Peele . 10 . 

To W^ Knowles . 10 . 

To Widd: Cowkett . 10 . 

To Widd: MoUenexe . 10 . 

To Widd. Halsall 1. 0. 

To Jo: Anderton 0.10. 

To Alix: Croston 0.10. 

To Jane Whithead . 10 . 

To Fran: Dodgson . 10 . 

To Edw^ Hornby 0.10. 

To Widd: Bell 0.10. 

To the poor 10 .0.0 

To M' Rollins, his note 31 . 16 . 



Sum toto 68 . 18». 



One moity is 34 . 09 . 00 

Received 6° March 1689 of the R* Worshipful Tho» Norris Esq' 
by the hands of M' Richard Norris, thirty-four pounds and nine shil- 
lings, being one moiety of the within accompt of sixty-eight pounds 
and eighteen shillings. I say rec^* 



Witnessed by 

John Molineux. 



y Peter Atherton. 



Dineing Rome 29 Ordinaries 1.9.0 

Rose and Growne 24 1.4.0 

In the Rose 13 0.7.6 

^ Sic in orig. 
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lb. S. d. 

In the Mennaide 18 0.9.0 

In the Unicorne 10 0.5.0 

IntheParlor 12 0. 6. 

IntheKitchin 23 0.13. 6 

In the Boxes 17 0.7.6 

IntheCrowne 15 0.7.6 

In the Bell 11 0. 5. 6 

InClarett, Sack, Ale, Tobacco, &c 24 . 2 . 10 

172 29 . 17 . 4 

Since the Bill was made . 15 . 10 

The ostlers Bill 15 . 10 

To the Servants 0.7.0 



31 .16 



Eeceived 5^ March 89 of the E* HonouW« Lord Colchester and 
the R* Worshipful Tho» Norris Esq' by the hands of Peter Atherton 
thirty-one pounds and sixteen shillings in full of the above acco^. I 



say rec*^ 



W" BOLLINS. 

Vera Gopise. 

Witnessed by 

BlCH^ NORRBS. 
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EC 

LoED Lieutenant's Oedeh, (Lord Gekahd,) summoning Hoese, 1691. 



[Collins states that Willi am , ninth Enrl of Derby j soicceedcd his father, 
1672, atid was ma<!e Lieutenant of Lancashire May 11, 1076, and that he 
was displaced from this office in favor of Lord Molyneux, 1687, and restored, 
1688. It does not, however, appear that this restitution took place, for in 
1688 Charles, Lord Gerard of Brandon, (son to the Earl of Macclesfield) 
received this appointment, with that of Constable of Liverpool Castle, and 
retained both until his death, 1701, The cause of these places being given 
to Lord Gerard, in preference to Lord Derby, it would be difficult to ex- 
plain. The latter had promoted the Revolution, and his wife was the 
personal friend of Mary, and at the head of ber bousehold. Macclesfield 
had been imprisoned in James's reign, and on December 8, 1688, when 
William rode into Exeter, led the grotesque procession w^hicb preceded 
the King. This Earl had for bis first wife the mother of Savage, and died, 
1693.] 



1Ltbrt|)0lll in I By command of the Right Honorahlo Charles 
CTomit: Eanc^f I Lord Brandon Gerard, Lord Lieut* of the said 

County, We require you to warn all the PereoDB raentioned in a List 
hereunto annexed to appear with a very strong Man and Horse of 
about Thirteen pounde price, with a good case of Pistolls (all other 
things being provided for thcni,) att Ormskirk, the fifteenth of this 
instant June, at eleaven of the clocke the same day. And every of 
them is to bring fower days pay, and a proportion of ammcon m the 
Law directs ; and you the said Constable are to be then and tliere 
present to make appear what you have clone in Execucion hereof. 
No person concerned herein is to failo att his pill. Given under our 
Hands and Scales the third day of June Anno Regni Guhelmi et 
Marire Angl: Ilex et Regina tertio, annoque Domini 1691. 

To tho OonBtablc 
of 
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Tho8, Norris, M.P., TO Richard Noreis, London, April 2, 1695. — 
On the Liverpool Charter* 



London, April 2, 1695. 
Mr. Richard Norris* 
Sir, 

I yesterday received several letters giving me the same 
account with yours, by which I find your Mayor and Aldermen mistake 
their case* The point is not whether a charter is valid in Laneiiahire 
that pasijca the Duchy Seal, (for no doubt but it is,) but your (jucetion 
is, whether the surrender of the Charter granted by King Cliarlea the 
First be enrolled i I am told it is not, and employed very good hands 
to search, as alHO many of the oflicere in the Rolls, Now, the ad\nce 
I sent my friends was, that no fiuceecding Charter can he valid if the 



' Mr, Norm, agfain^t the wkhes of & powerful party in the Boroug}i, obtained the 
Charter of lfi!95, which continued to regulate the Corporation until the General Act 
of 1835. The Charter wMoh Lord Strange procured in 16^26, was probably u more 
imporlftDt one, as con trolling the power of the Crown and it» reprej^ntatives, the 
Lordf Molynottx, and ha tho fottndation of the Charter of 1605. In the excellent 
GuiiU Book qf Liverpool (Kaye*s)ft lease is said to have been granted of the Manor 
to the Corporation about 1674 for l/HK) yoara, Tho "pretended Manor/* (as it is 
Btyled in one of the letters,) was, however, at a much later period, with the ancient 
lord ; and the manner in which the Cro'**Ti rights would be uged was still a subject 
of anxiety to the inhabitantii. There had been new Charters granted both hy 
Charlea the Hecond and James the Second, (29 Car. iL — 1 Jac^2.) But the Charter of 
Charles the Second had its supporters after the KoTolution ; hence the Tories, with 
the Jaeobites, (who allied thcmtielTes to every Bpeeies of discontent,) formed the party 
called "the Old Charter-men^* in tho eorreapondenco. No donbt thi« dirifiion grew 
out of tho absolute dominion which those iiiupporting the Hevolntion sought to 
excreiAe, and wliicbj by the men who were allied to the Croxtcth politics, or who 
had accepted Charles the Seconded Chjuter, (thai of Jamcd tho Second was uni- 
vertally abandoned J was resisted. 
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surrender of your former Charter be not enrolled. This I was told 
by my counsel, and by the Chief Justice Treby, and the Lord Keeper. 
I am sure the law is true, and believe the fact to be as them I employed 
to search the Bolls told me, and if so, you have an undoubted right 
to your old Charter, (and it may be your interest to stick to that,) 
but since your petition is sent up, I will deliver it to the counsel ; 
after which I shall be able to send you some further intelligence. 
Present my service to Mr. Molyneux, and tell him this, and also 
Mr. Done, who have written to me since I answered them — tell them 
that though I have not always time to write, I never neglected their 
business. Desire all our friends to keep their own counsell, and not 
set the other party right in any of their mistakes. Though we cannot 
get the Transport Debt to be paid this year, yet we have settled the 
debt, and given funds to pay the interest ; and I hope we shall have 
time to pass the debt. I have not time to write this case over, so 
that you must shew it to few but friends. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Norris. 
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The Samb to tub Samb, April 20, 1695. — Sir T, P, Cooke n affair 

— the Charter, 



London, April the t^^ 
Mr. BicHARD NoHRifl, (1695.) 

Liverpool. 
S'- 

I am willing to give you the trouble of a letter, tho' I 
feare you are not in towne, because I have not heard from you for a 
great while. Our sessiong might have concluded before this, but our 
house willingly kept back the mony bill (betbre m) that Sir Thomaa 
Oooke might confess to whom he gave that great some for the servia 
of the East India Company. Tuesday is the day we expect, and 
have promised the Lords, who this day addressed the King to pass 
the bill against Sir T. C* to-morrow ; this is all material before u§. 
You may believe that the opposers of your new Charter for the con- 
firmation of your ould one, have hut small hopes, since their whole 
endeavor is to delay the Attorney Generall from making his report 
as ordered by the P. Councill, but Wednesday next is to be the day, 
if no new tricks he played. Be pleas'^d to present my scrvis to M"" 
Molyneux, and tell him that I ordered M^ Bnwldon to write to him 
this post, that he might see his letters came safe. My brother \V^ 
w*ill also write to M' P. A, [Peter Atherton?] so that I have no oc- 
cation to write further this post, but as scone as our heareing is over 
rie give a full account. In the meane tune all is done that is r&- 
quisit. You may tell M*^ Molyneux that I received his last with the 
enclosed. I shall goe out of towTie the end of the next weeke for 
some time, but you do not need to feare any neglect of your business. 
I am your loveing brother and friend, 

Tuo: NoBEis. 
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WiLLUM NoRRis TO Thomas Nobeis, June 8, 1695. — The Kitiff in 

Flanders — t/i^ Charter pained. 



LondoDj June 8, 1695, 
To Tbomas NoRRis Esq, M.P. 
Speke. 
Hon'^ Sir, 

The enclosed came to my hands yesterday, soe I toobe 
the first opportunity of souflinge it to you, though 1 liad uothiog of 
raoraeut to iticert with it. My Lord Rivers and the commanders 
that went with him I hope are gott safo in Flanders by this time, 
though they mett with a storm and contrary winds in their passage, 
which forced them back to Shcrnesse, and were all separated from 
the convoy. Wee are now in daily expectation to heare from the 
army that the King has forced the lines, for he is fully resolved on 
the attempt, and I hope it will be w^ith success©. I suppose you have 
been joyfully received att Leverpool before this, I meane by those you 
have been assistant to in acquiring their libertys. I perceive by your 
letter Brother Dick and his Landlord are down for Bayliftsj who I 
doubt not but wall execute the office very cordially. Pray give my 
humble service to all our good friends there next time you goc. I 
hope tliia will find you safe and hearty after your journey, I was to 
wait on my Lord Macclesfield this morning to know when he designed 
for Lancashire, but his honour was not stirring, soe desired me to come 
to-morrow* Pray give my duty to my mother, and love to sisters ; 
my wife gives her humble service, and Nick hopes you will not for- 
gett hhn, nor his service to the young Lady. I heare Sam: Legay* 

' Tho namcfl of Sani : Legay and Tlioraos Cooke (proliably tlic person ineiitioned 
izi ilie postcript, and who waa of Hale) are still to be seea in CUildw&ll Churcbi m 
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is come to town, but have not seen him yet. I am, Hon^ Sir, y' 
affectionate Brother and humble Servant, 

W^ NOBBIS. 

Pray remember me heartily to y' good neighbours Alderman Per- 
civall^ and M^ Cooke. 



increasing the Ticarial endowment £60, 1702. In one of his letters Isaae Greene 
speaks of his ^aont Legay." Now as the acquisition of estates and manors near 
Liyerpool by Greene has long been a subject of much remark, C It was the saying of 
a certain gentleman's (Bamber Gascoyne) Grandfather, that if he had his days oyer 
again he would hare idl Lancashire in his hands,** — Election Papers, 1780 ; also 
Aildn's Manchester, p. 377,) it is due to his memory to point out that the lands pur- 
chased by the Legays during the CiTil War, and which we belieye comprise the 
greater part of the Gascoyne property, might haye come to Greene by descent, as we 
know they belonged to his relations. 

1 Of the Perciyals there is an account in Gregson. The alderman, who was mayor 
in 1658, must now haye attained an extreme age. The families of Cooke and Per- 
eiyal united, by a marriage, in 1702. The latter bought Allerton in 1670 ; the 
grandson of the alderman failed, and his land was bought by the Hardmans, 1732. 
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XIIL 

Willi AJtf Noreis to Thomas Noreis, July 29, 1695»^ — Tft^ 

Charter returned from Flmiders. 



London, July 29, (cut, 1695.) 
To Tho^ NoRRm, Esa* 
Honoured Sir, 

I have been so much out of order for these ten days, that I 
could but just write a lino to my brother Dick last week. Mr. Bradilon 
has been with uie this morning, who catne directly from the Secre- 
tary's office, and told me ho expected to have the Charter returned 
frora Flanders on Tuesday next, and then doubts not to dispatch it 
in a fortnight, if the petition of the Cheese mongers^ proves no obstruc* 
tion* I fancy he is in aoine want of supplies in carrying the business 
on, for he borrowed £Z^ o( me last week, (but this only to yourself) 
Mr, Mauditt came to take hia leave of me this week, and was to set 
forwards for Liverpool yesterday in the Chester coach. If I can do 
you any service in this or any other matter, I shall bo most ready. 
We liave no foreign post since Tuesday, so consequently no news, 
and are very quiet at home. Pray give my duty to my mother, lovo 
to sisters, and humble service to all friends and acquaintance, 

I am, &c., 

W^ NORBIS. 

' The Cliccaomongera, citizem of London, petitioned the Lords Joeticea to be 
relioved from the exactions of the LiTerj^ool Coqwratiou, who claimed M. and 12*^* 
^ too, Port or Town docs, for cheese put on board any ehtp anchoring in the river 
Mersey, The new Charter appears to have left the matter as it found it \ but the 
Corporation had to suatoin an action which was protracted to 1700, when they paid 
£176 10a. taxed coats, and repaid Jt;G8 5j*, 6</. dues, lu the petition the Cheese- 
mongcrfi give a strange account of the modes of proceeding at Liverpool. The Lord 
Mayor writes to be informed of the reasons of the exaetions, and the Corporation 
reply : " They have a thoufi-aod pounds to spend, and the Cheesemongers may take 
their course at law." It was long before process could bo served on the Corporation, 
^by t«tl«on of the menaces to any that should serve thetri with it ; and being at length 
served on them by an attorney of the town, they caused him to bo suspended of hia 
practice in their to^^-n, and forced him to send for a mandamus to be re&torcd." 
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XIV. 

William Norris to Thomas Norris, April 23, 1696. — EooktcoocTs 

Trial — Booke's arrival — Venetian Ambassador 

visits House of Commons. 



London, April 23, 1696. 
Tho^ Norris, Esq., 
Speke. 
Hond Sir, 

The enclosed will give you the best accounts of the late 
Trials^ and we have little news else stirring ; but we had the good 
news just now of Admiral Booke'^s safe arrival 20 leagues off Ushant, 
and that to our great consolation, (for we have been under some ap- 
prehensions,) we may expect him, as the Wind stands, to-Morrow 
morning. The Venetian Ambassador sent to desire the favour of 
seeing the House of Commons to-day whilst we were sitting. He 
accordingly came, with ten noble Venetians to attend him, where he 
sat down for half an hour in the Gallery, and we very mute, and as 
grave as the senate at Venice could be. 

I am, &c., 

W^ Norris. 



1 The triala of Rookwood, Lowick, and Cranbam, (April 21.) They were exe- 
cuted April 29. 
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XV, 



The Same to the Same, May 9, 1696, —Lord Capets death — 
FenwicFs witneises bribed* 



London, May y* 9'\ 1696. 
Tiro® NoERia Esq^, 
Speako, 
Hou^ Sir, 

I received yours, but have not yet heard any thing of 
M^ Done- When he cornea to Town, I shall observe your orders in 
©very point. I have already discovered my Lord Macclesfield, who 
designs to present it to the Lords Justices, who are the same, to a 
man, they w^ere last year. The King is long ere this got over into 
Holland, the Wind having been fair now, though for a Bay or two 
he was retarded and blown back by contrary winds. We have not 
much News stirring, hut nhall expect great matters from fflanders 
this Summer, for the French, as well as we, design to make their 
utmost efforts this campaign. There is an express came from Ireland 
to Day, w^hich brings -word of the Lord Lieutenant^s, my L^ 
CapePs,* death. I suppose wo shall have a new one constituted very 
speedily, and it is my private opinion, (but 1 have no further ground 
for it,) that my L'^ Wharton, the Comptroller, will aneceed to the 
place. There has been a wretched attemjit made lately by some 
English and Irish Papists to Bribe off Porter^ from being an evidence 

' Banlcj ieti down Lord Capcl*i destb as occurring^ 30tb May, 1696. Sir C. 
Porter, Lord ChanceUor, was made chief governor bj the Catmcil, but djing D<j^ 
cemlierS, 1696-7, on Febnmry 6 Viacoiint Galwaj &ad Lord ChanceUor Methucn 
were made Lor da Jueticei. 

' Fenwicli was not taken imtiJ June, Porter appeaxed agamit him ; Gkwdman was 
BtieceesfuUj bribed not to be a witness ; bence the neeesiitj for the Act of Parlia- 
ment to execute Fenwick. 
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with a Sam of Money, to be given here, and a large annuity 
promisM him if he would go over into France. He took 300 
Guineas in earnest, and declared the whole matter to the Secretary 
of State. I have sent you enclosed Villers^s receipt for six pounds I 
paid him for a Champaign Perriwig for you. We are in a little 
distress about pa3rments of Money, which I hope will be easier ere 
long. Pray give my Duty to Mother, respects to your Lady, love 
and Service to Sisters. 

I am, fee, 

VV^ NORRIS. 
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The Same to the Same, Octodeb 6, 1696* — Weather prevenU Mrs, 
Norri^ from travelling — Kinp expected — Kecessity for peace. 



London, October 6j 1696. 
To Thomas NorhiSj Esq^ 

High Sheriff of Lancashire. 
VLon^ Sir, 

I renioved from Chelsea last week, after which came my 
mother and Bister. Upon earnest solicitation went to my Lady 
Strouils in Hatton Garden, to be nearer the coach which they had 
taken the beginninge of the weeke, with intention to have sett for- 
ward tow^ards Lancashire the 5^ ins^, and accordingly last Fry day 
sent their goods and cloathes all away by the carrier; but their 
having fal'n great quantitys of rain for these two days, made my 
mother and sister very apprehensive of the waters being out, and aoe 
rather chose to lose theire am est than run the hazard of drown inge, 
or overturninge. I am almost of opinion if the weather continues 
had a weake longer, they will not venter on a Northern jonrney this 
winter* I am making all the haste I can to have our new house in 
read)Tie8se to be att my mother s and sister's service if they think of 
stayingo. It is large enough, I think, just to furnish them wnih con- 
veniencys, and I shall bo glad of their company this winter. I had 
a messenger como to me from Mr. Woods, of Littleton ^ to sumon 
me to a gossipinge. His eldest daughter is newly brought to bed, 
and my wife is to make the child a Christian. I shall not stay above 
2 days from London, and if you please to favor me with a letter 



* The family of Wood of Littl<?tDn, Middlegeit, represented that countT for one 
aeasion, 1770-80, with Wilkes ; the present member it »l»o of thii family. 
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before the parliament meetes, it will find me if directed for me at my 
house, upon the Terras at St* James, near Westminster. The king 
is expected hourly, and if the badnesse of the weather, and the wind 
veeringe a httle southerly, has not turned him back, I believe he will 
land before I reach Littleton, 

Wee are as much in the dark as to peace as we were a moneth 
agoe. If it is honorable and secure, itt will be a great blessing at 
this juncture, for it will puzzle a more politick Noddle than mine to 
find out wages and means to carry on the war ; for, considering that 
the Laud Bank failed, and other funds prove deficient, there w^ll be 
at least 3 millions to make gooil of the last yeare, and how that will 
be found, and enough to carry on the service of the next year, is dif- 
ficult to imagine in this great scarcity of money. And when all is 
eaid, if w^ee have not a peace, we are ruined to all intents and pur- 
poses, as far as the French king and K. James can ruin us, if w^ee doe 
not still prosecute the war [sic] I should be very glad yon would 
please to impart what notions you have about it, and how it is possible 
to be done, and yet done it must be, or ten times worse than want of 
money will be the consequence. My most humble service to your 
Lady, aud I wish her a happy minute* I am, &c* 

W^ NOHRIS. 
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xvn. 

William DentOxN to Richard NoREici, Liverpool, Dec. 26, 1C97- — 
To get a place in tk$ Customs. 



To M^ BicHARD NoRais. 
Sir, 

There is one M"" Floyd who is, (as yett,) a Land waiter 
here, but ia now att London in order to be removed to some port of 
Wales in order for better proferment. M^ Joaoes, a Tyde waiter here, 
endeavoura to be eettled in hia place, but cannot make interest ; and 
there ia some talko that M*' Mauditt is about to sollicit for M' 
Ashurst for itt, but has not as yett affected anything; therefore I de- 
sire that you will please to see how the matter stands^ and if there 
be any hopes, to make what interest you can for me, and if you think 
fitt rie gctt ray old Master's assistance, and if you waut some few guinea 
to effect the matters Fie return them at your order J Sir, your as- 
siatanco m this matter shall never want due acknowledgement from 

Your servant to command, 
Liverpoole, 26 Dec^ 1697. Will: Dentopt. 

' The oudeaTour to impose upi>n government as to custom dues was a character- 
istic of English cotnraorce, from the earliest period to a date long auhaequent to tho 
one hero given. Tlie appointment of the officeris could not be more improperlj 
placed than in tbe Members for Liverpool, being also mercbauts there j and yet 
there was no patrtrnago those Menihers more diligently »oagbt, or more frequently 
obtained. It i« no part of our present design to go back to tho opprcssioas of the 
Tiidors and two first Stuarts, in the capriciouji fijUDg of theao duet^ in the mode in 
which their collection was delegated, and in the UBea to which they were applied. 
Under Cromwell a better state of things began, and after the Revolution it ean only 
bo aaid that the governed did not get into honest waj'f^, in this rejipect,as rapidly &i 
the govemoDs, In 1733 Walp^le attempted a remedy, and amidst the hon&rea 
and rejoicings at Liverpool and elsewhere with which tlie failure of his mea- 
Bure waa received, two things were apparent, that if tbe universal roguery then 
detected were essential to eommercc, there could not l)c a more disgraceful occupa- 
tion, and that in bringing such practices to light, Walpole obtamed his end^ and in* 
aured their being done away with. 
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XVIIL 

Thomas Patten to Richard Nohris, Wakringtox, Japt. 8, 1697,^ 

Oa supprmuu^ Fuh Wears in t!te Mersey — On making the 

Milder navigable to Manchmter. 



QThomas Patten, the writer of tliis letter, was the Cousin of Mr. Patton 
of Bmik, Tim Thomas was twenty-eight in 1697, and died 1733; lie waa 
with his father, who died lt>98> in trade in Warrington. The nmking tlie 
Irwell navigable to Manchester was achieved by the act of 1720, of which 
the Pattens were great promoters* The want of i*ni table conveyance at this 
time must have been greatly felt, as appears hy the following letter about 
1701. " I have rec^ answer from M' John Hall of Stockport relating to 
carriage of Tobacco that way to Hiill» which he says is not to be done in 
the hhd: by cart or waggon, bat in packs by horse, and tho' this Beems no 
good method, yet in regard of the slow conveyance bitlierj I am resolved to 
make a tryall of it, and would have forthwith 20 or 30 hhd' Bent from Bank 
key to Stockport, by cart, where he in to break them into 3 or 4 parcek, and 
after putting thent in canvas, to Joad 3 parcels upon ahorse, and the distance 
thence to Doncaster (whence they pass to Hull by water) being only 36 miles, 
I presume we may^ by imploying a great maoy horses^ make a good rid- 
dance/'! 



Warrington, y« 8th Jan? 1697. 

To M"^ RiCIIAHD NORRIS. 

Sir, 

I am informed that there Is n tk-si^ to bring a bill into 
the homie of Commons against fish wears that hinder Nadgation, in 
Navigable Rivers, and that take, and destroy fiah^ and the fry of fiah* 
You very well know the mischief that \b done in tlio River Mercy, 
or at least have frequently heard, what vajst nnmbeni of Sahnon Trout 
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are taken, so as to supply all the Country, and Market Towns 20 
miles round, and when the Coutitry h cloyed, or when they cannot 
get Bale for them, they give them to their Swine. Your brother did 
formerly take 3 or 4 Salmon a Week at a fishing, in or near Speake, 
but of late hath taken very tew, or none, of which he hath eotnplained 
to me ; and he imputes this loss to the destruction of the fry, and 
hath often threatened to prosecute your ftshernien; but wanting the 
assistance of Cheshire Justices, antl the deficiency of the Law already 
made to redress such grievances, I believe put a stop to his good in- 
tentions, for indeed the penaltys that the Law have hitherto inflicted 
on such oftences are so poor, and such tedious ways to recover them, 
that it b not worth while to prosecute. And the profits of the fish 
wears are so inconsiderahle to the Gentlemen that own them, being 
let for £15 or ^20 the most y ann: that one would thinlc the gen- 
tlemen themBclves (were there no laiiv to force them) would scorn to 
let them stand and do bo much raiBchief ; and besides the fry, they 
take all summer long great numbers of Kippers, which have come up 
in the River to spawn, and come down in the summer poor, lean, 
and unwholesome, towards the Sea, to recover their strength, and 
grow, and would return up the same River to spawn, and preserve 
the breed ; but our Mercy fishermen have mercy on none they can 
catch, for all are fish that come to their net, and none sate they can 
lay their hands on. Then again these wears are as mischievous an- 
other way, by their hindering the passage of ships, boat«, and barges, 
as for example, in the same River Mercy what a vast advantage woidd 
it be to Liverpool if the Eiver were made navigable to Manchester 
and Stockport. Since I made it Navigable to Warrington, there have 
been sent to Liverpool and from Liverpool 2000 tons of goods a year, 
and I believe as much by Lanil, which, if the River were cleared of 
Wears, w^ould all go by Water ; for the River to Manchester is very 
capable of being made Navigable at a very small charge. And this 
would encourage all tradesmen (in Manchester, Stockport, Maccles- 
field, Congleton, Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, some part of Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire, and Staffordshire) to come to Liverpool and buy their 
goods, instead of going to Chester, Bxistol, or London ; the carriage 
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would be so easy and cheap, I think it would nearly double the trade 
of Liverpool. There is a great deal to be said in this matter, but 
now I have not time ; but that which I desire of you is that you 
{now having tlie opportunity) would acquaint your brother, and other 
members that you know, of these things, and to encourage the Act, 
and that your brother would give M^ Brotberton the meeting to con- 
sult the drawing up of the BilK One great matter is, whether the 
Bill shoukl be for the River Mercy only, or a general Bill ag* all the 
Fishweares in the Kingdom. I think if it were for Mercy only, it 
would meet with little or no opposition* And let Mill Damms alone, 
for there are none that do this County any harm, but good ; but there 
may bo a great penalty laid upon all such as destroy the fry of Fish 
at Damms, and let the Damms stand, for it's the fish wears only that 
hinder Navigation, and destroy the greatest quantities. I pray par- 
don this tedious letter, and I desire a line in answer. My most 
humble sen ice to your brother, tho' I have not the happiness to know 
him ; but I know he is very industrious to serve his country, and 
hee'le fin J, if this business takes, he never did it, but more especially 
the port of Liverpool, a greater piece of favour* 

I am^ &c. 

Tho: Patten. 
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William Norris to Thoma§ Norris, Nov. 29, 1698. — Bld^ him 
farewell — On the Bai^onetcy ieing conferred. 



London, Nov^ 29, 1698. 
Thomas Norbis, EaQ*^ 
Speke. 
Honored Sir, 

It will be now but a very few days before I shall embarke 
in order to my voyage, soe lay hold of opertunitys for takinge leave 
of my friondcs by degrees^ not havinge the happinesse, satisfaction, or 
Time to take my leave any other wave than by letter, and have soe 
mnch bisinesse on my hands, that I have but very little comand of 
that time I have left, soo least I should be disappointed of bidinge 
you farewell, if I deferred it longer, I take this opertunity of wishinge 
you, and your Lady, all the hapynesse this world can afford, and re- 
turn niy hearty thankes for all your favours. 

The Lords Justices on Saturdy last, wholly unknown to me, were 
pleased to pass a complement, and much beyond either my ambition 
or expectation, and contrary to my desire, surprised me with a peiee 
of Honour I little dreamt of, and had signed an order tor a patent 
for a Baronott before ever they soe much as intimated their intentions ; 
ad soone as they made me acquainted with it by their Secretary, I 
waited on them all, to return my thankes for the greate honour they 
designed me, but sincerely begM they would excuse rae from it ; they 
were pleased to say my character as the King^s Embassadour extra- 
ordinary required it, and that this was the only single instance of any 
Badge of Honour conferred for these several! years by the L^ Jus- 
tices, and beinge soe, and the only one that would be bestowed, they 
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did this out of a particular respect, and hoped I would take it m 
michf and accept of it, and were »oo fair farther obliginge, that they 
offered me to have it inserted in the patent in case I dyd without 
Issue, to have the honour goe where I would nominate, but gave nie 
but from Saturday to Monday to apoint how I would have it entayld^ 
because all expedition is used to have me gon with all speed, upon 
account of some pyracp that have lately been committed upon tho 
Mogull ships by one Capt" Kidd, an Englishman* It was in my 
thoughts forthwith to have nam'd you, and your Heirs, but I durst 
not venter on my own head, without further consultation with Uro- 
ther Henry and Brother Doctor, by whom I was resolvml to bo con- 
cluded in this point to act most suitable to your inclinations, and upon 
weighinge circumstances they were of opinion you might thinke it a 
loade on your posterity, as what would occasion greater Retinue and 
expenoe, and soe forbore to have you incerted* I must confesse in 
my own particular, had I ever a son livinge, or at present in any 
likelyliootl, I wT*uId by no means have been persuaded to accept of it, 
but since in all probability it will cease with me, and I could not 
handsomely avoid it, being soe pressed to it as a particular instance 
of honour and their favour, and being knighted must unavoidably 
have hapncd, I thought it would be a badge of greater honour to our 
family to have the bloody Hand than otherwise, considoringe it was 
bestowed not only without my seeking but contrary to my inclination. 
If the patent could have been stopt till I could have heard from you, 
it should, but hai^nge both my Brothers' opinion, not ventringe to 
rely on my own, I hope wee have done as you desired, Tho winds 
have been contrary a longer time, and kept the Kinge in Holland, 
for the parliament, which by apointment niett to-day, was further 
prorogued to the 6^^^ inst» 1 am not resolvetl yet whether 1 shall 
carry the patent w^hen it has pasiicd the hroade seale with me, or send 
it down to you to be reserved if I dy for no dishonorable mark to 
posterity. Doaro Sir, I have nothing more to add but my best 
Hespects and sincere Love and Service to your Lady and yourself, 
wishinge you all health and happinesse, and if it be God^s will a happy 
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meeting. I am, your most affectionate Brother, faithfbll friend, and 
very humble Servant, 

W^ Norms. 

As to my annuity you may please to pay it to my wife, and if it 
please Qod I should dy, and you make any payment in your own 
wronge, she will refund it as soon as she knows it, and once more I 
take my leave and bid Adieu. 
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XX. 



The Same to the Same, Madeira, Feb. 18, 1698, — Description of 
a tint to Madeira* 



MaderaaFoby I 1698. 
Thomas NoRBia Esq, 
Speke. 
Hon"! Sir, 

I hope this will find you in better health than when I 
left Englaod, and if the weather bo soe pleasant with you as it is here 
where wee are, it will conduce mnch to it* I arrived here the 15th 
instant, and every day since I came has been warmer then any 
weather I reniember in England hist yeare ; the spring ia soe forw^ard 
that the Viiiee are in leate, and which I wondred to Bee the people 
but now pruninge of them, which is contrary to our practice, who 
generally doe it att GhriBtmas, soe I fancy it would be noe hurt to 
learn, for the vines here bear very well, this little island producingo 
20000 pipes a yeare, which here is sold for 4 lb "^ hogshead, which 
is a<LX"ounted a very greato price. Peas and Beanes are just upon 
blossoniinge, and Tuberoses and Jasmins full in flower, and the wea- 
ther soe very pleasante and warme that 1 who love to goe thick clad 
can e-ontcnt myself with very thin apparel. The Island is very for- 
tile, but abounds in nothing soe much as pagans and Jesuits, who, 
except some few Jesuits, are very ignorant themselves, but keepe the 
conmion people in the grossest ignorance imaginable, and in greate 
subjection. 1 have been to visit all their convents, cimrches, and 
Nunnerys, and had the prettyest entertainment given me by the Je- 
auita that ever I saw, eoniposd of all sorts of delicious wines, sweet- 
meats such as I never tasted before, and oranges and lemons fresh 
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plucks from the Tree. Tlie 2 siiperiours of the Collecre were Englieh- 
ineii, who came afterwanls and made me a visitt. The women of 
this Island have the character of boinge as kind, or kinder, than a 
man woidd wish them, I am infbrmetl by those that made the ex- 
periment, that it is a constant practice amongst the Portngueze 
women to kisse like Cliristians, and VTJU take it for a greate afront if 
the men are not as comingo that way as themselves. Wee are just 
come at the frolicksome time, this beinge their carnival!, I went to 
make a visitt to the Nunnery, and hearing \vho I was, came all flock- 
ing to see and be seen* The English Consnll, who speakes the lan- 
guage, w^aa with me, at whose house my Brother and I are nobly 
entertained, and he speakinge Portugiieze, we held discourse with 
them for an hour, and \ery diverting they were; they were very in- 
quisitive whether I waa married, and w^hen I asked them whether if 
I was not marryd I might hope to gett a wife out of the Nunnery, 
they feU a shakinge their heads and said it was too late, that it was 
impossible now. They chid the ConsuU that he did not send them 
word sometime before to tell them I designed them a visit, that they 
might have appeared in better onler, and soo desired me to come 
againe. There were scverall had been handsome, but very few, iu 
my opinion, wxre so, nor are their faces and shapes at all compara- 
ble to the English, The Govemour att my first arrivall sent the 
captain of his Guards to complement me, and bid me welcome, which 
I returned by my Brother attended by my Secretary and M"^ of the 
Horse, which he tooke for such a peice of Respect showd him that 
he sent me word the Island and all that wjis in it were att my service. 
I thought to have been Incognito all the while I stayd here, but the 
Consnll would needcs persuade me to make a visitt to the Govemour, 
he intimating his desire to see me, which could not be done unless I 
made the first visitt, and that it would be for the Honour of the 
Nation to appear in some Grandeur ; soo accordingly I sent for all 
my Retituie on shoare, and the Comodore, and all the officers in the 
men of warr, the Consull, and all the English in the Islantl, came to 
goe along with me. Wee were all very richly clad, though not in 
our best, and made such an appearance that the Portngueze never 



THE NORRIS PAPERS. 45 

sawe the like before. The GK)vernour tooke it as a particular Honour 
and Bespect to himself, and returned the civility in all wajs he could 
imagine, returning the visitt in the like manner the next daj, order- 
ing the Guard to stand to their Armes and salute me whenever I pass 
by, and complemented me with a company of Guardes to attend me, 
which I excused, and has given order when I goe to fire all the Guns 
round the Castle, and has made me a present of what the Island 
afibrdes, such as Bich Wines, fresh Provisions, sweetmeates, oranges 
and lemmons, and all sorts of sweet waters, which I return him in 
severall cases of fine pistols and fine Guns, some white Beaver Hatts, 
and fine English Stuffs, which is in greate Esteeme amongst them. 
Not knowing when I should have another opertunity has been the 
occasion I have tyred you now. The next place wee touch att will 
be the Gape de Verd Islands, on the coast of AfHck ; if I can meet 
with any conveyance you shall hear from me thence, and as often as 
I write to England. I thanke Gbd all are well and in health ; pray 
give my very humble service to my sister, and all friends. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most affectionate Brother, and very humble Serv*, 

W*' NOBBIS. 
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XXL 

Jasper Maudit to Richard Norms, Nov. 5, 1700, — Termination 
of Suit with the Chememonffers — Wishes to return. 



[Maudit, who retired from the representation in 1698» is here shown to 
be still active in the town's affairs. Sir John Moore was an Aldermtin of 
London, and mortgagee of the More estate. WTaetlier he was the Sir John 
Moore the Lord Mayor, 1681-2^ and who so warmly espoused the cause of 
the Stuarts, and the henefactor to Christ's Hospital, does not appear. Nortb, 
in the Examen^ speaks of Moore as very aged, IG80 ; the person alluded to 
in this letter J was probably bis son.] 



London, 5tii Nov 1700. 
BicH^ NoBBis, Esq., 

Mayor. 
Honoured Sir, 

Mr. Lawton wont home last Saturday morning, his bu&i- 
neea conld not permit liim to txirry^ to see tho decree drawn up, nor the 
eosts to be taxed, in which we doubt the Cheesemongers' Solicitor will 
be very extravagant, if caro bo not taken to prevent him. I fully in- 
tend to set out for Liverpool next Thursday, but Alderman Johnson 
and M^ Lawton have requested me to tarry to see these things per- 
fected, and to get Sir John Moore to seal the writings touching tbo 
Exchange of lands, and though ray own aflaii's importune my speedy 
return home, having been so lately forty weeks absent from my con- 
cerns, in the service of the Town, yet if you shall think my stay 
necessary also, I will put off my journey till these things be accom- 
plished, if you sliall tell me so by the return of this PosL Sir, as 
yet the little crooked girl, Mary Masey, and her father, are not come 
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to town, but I saw his letter which he writ to my Lord Montagu, 
in his journey, for my Lord'^s gentleman came to my Lodgings, from 
my Lord, and assured me nothing of his Porter's estate shall be 
parted with, tho** there are now many Pretenders to it, without first 
giving me notice thereof. Sir, this is all at present from, &c., 

Jasper Maudit.* 



1 Mandit had been an Attorney, and by his writing, and being denominated ^ Old 
Jasper," mnst have been weU stricken in years. He represented the town from 
1689 to 1698, and was Mayor, 1693. Mandit finally sided with the Tory party, or 
Old Charter Men. Beatson states that Brotherton petitioned against Mandit's 
return in 1694. This most have been an election daring the existence of a Par- 
liament, and that a person like Brotherton, (who, we conclude, was the member for 
Newton,) after having, with no common assiduity, ousted Leigh from one of his 
seats, although agreeing in the Jacobite politics of that gentleman, should seek to 
transfer himself to Liverpool, is remarkable. Of Brotherton we know little. He 
was a determined Jacobite, and refused to sign the Association, 1696. He appears 
to have been very active in Lancashire, is referred to in Mr. Patten's letter as a 
person to be consulted as to the Irwell Navigation, and probably belonged to the 
family of that name living near Newton. 
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XXII. 

Thomas Johnson to Richard Norris, Nov. 14, 1700. — Wishes to 

return — Pleased that the Duke of Anjou succeeds 

to Spain — TowrCs matters. 



[There are earlier letters of Jolinson m which he signs himself " Jiin'," 
and we therefore conclude he was the son of the person of the same 
name who was Bailiff, 1663, and Mayor, 1670, and it is possible he was 
descended from William Johnson, who represented the town, 1614. These 
letters are, however, omitted, as they relate entirely to matters of business. 
Johnson was Bailiff in Claytons Mayoralty, 1689, and Mayor, 1695, and 
represented Liverpool from 1700 to 1723, without interruption, serving in 
eleven Parliaments for twenty-three years and a half; and in that time, and 
the previous few years, Johnson beyond doubt was concerned in all the first 
great public works of the place. His zeal for the town was well seconded 
by the decaying fortunes of the Mores, and the temporary helplessness of 
the Moljneuxes, and of the opportunity afforded, he availed himself for the 
public good. There is everything here to confirm the traditionary reputa- 
tion of this person as the founder of the modem town, and also, the no less 
firm belief, that he was one of the most diligent of those smugglers who 
called themselves Virginia Merchants, and who at this time comprised every 
principal Trader in Liverpool. 

Johnson, unlike Pembcrton, Cleveland, or Clayton, was always needy, and, 
afler a long career, retired to a custom house officer's situation, on the Rap- 
habannock river, in Virginia, valued at £80 per annum. It may be men- 
tioned that this person, excepting for a short time at the beginning of 
Anne's reign, wr3 a whig; and when, in 1714, Dr. Norris and he sate to- 
gether, the former having changed his family politics, they voted against 
each other. The Johnsons existed in Liverpool until a very recent period, 
and in the map of 1769 are set down as proprietors of land near the town.] 
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London, 14 NovS 1700. 
M^ Richard Norris, 
Hoa^ Sir, 

I am ill wearied of this place, but being deeply in daily 
expectation of oak staya me. I do not find that the death of the 
King of Spain makes any alteration in Trade ; oyles, by little and 
little, are advanced ; most are of opinion all will be well, and plea^ 
sed with the Duke of Anjou ;i the prints give you a full account. 

M^ Mauditt takes all possible care about the Corporation business. 
I suppose ere this M"^ Clayton hath his tobacco ; there will be no 
charge; Ralph Peters^ was, (as well as the Sheriff*) too busy; they 
had no power to take the Corporation "*§ gootls or effects ; the Collectors 
had best get the money paid, will prevent a great deal of trouble and 
ohnrge. You must mind M^ Sandiford,'^ that the Collectors of 
Windows, Births, and Burials, and Land be kept even, their hath 
been a neglect in some. I long to be at homo. 

Sir. 

Your hiunble ServS 

Tho^ Johnson. 



* It may he doubted whether the War of Successioa would oot be better mimed 
B wiir a^Dst IrOiib XIV. for acknowledging the Stuarts. 

» John 8andiford» town clerk of Liverpool from Uy'S to 17CMJ, and Ralph Peters 
tu« {ucee^or from 1706 to 1742. The family of the former had long been in the 
town. Ettlpb Sandiford was Bailiff, 1627, and Mayor, 163L Th© name of Ralph 
Feterv eontinued in the town imtU irery lately. 
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XXIII. 



Jasper Maudit to Bichard Norris, 26 Nov. 1780. — Exchange 
with Mare finished. 



London, 26 Nov', 1700. 
M*^ Bichard Norris, 
Hond Sir, 

At last, after severall disappointments, I prevailed with 
Sir John Moore to seale the writings for the exchange of lands, the 
which he executed jester evening, when I took Alderman Johnson, 
M' John Travers, and M' Isaac Greene, M' Daniel Lawton,^ late 
Clerk with me, to be witnesses of the same, which said writings will 
be forthwith sent down to M' Lay^n for Sir Cleve Moore to seale, 
in the Country, and then the writings will be exchanged, which will 
put an end to this affair. Alderman Johnson sate out for Liverpool 
this morning, designing to be with you next Saturday early, whom I 
could have wished to have gone down with, but the cheesemonger'^s 
solicitors are so dilatory in perfecting the decree, and in getting costs 
to be taxed, that I understand not the meaning of it, unless it is to 
have us out of Town, that they may do what they list ; but if they 
do it not in a day or two more, I design to summon them before 
my Lord Chief Barons to compel them ; this with the tender of my 
humble service to yourself, and the corporation. 

I remain, 

Jasper Maudit. 



' Here is a long list of Attorneys, but not the Town Clerk, Sandiford, and his 
thus being repeatedly passed over, may justify the conjecture, that he had been pat 
into his office when different politics prevailed in Liverpool, and was now laid aside* 
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XXIV, 

Lady Norris to RrcuARD Noreis, Dec. 17^ 1700.^ — Parliameni to be 
di99oked — Ilope^ Literpml will return Sir Wtlliam Norru, 



[There arc several letters relating to tlic last attempt of the Mores to 
represent what tbey deemed to be their Borough of Liverpool. Tli© oc- 
ctiaion was inviting ; Sir William Norris was absent ; there was a diblike 
between William III. and the Wliigs, wliicb strengthened the JaeobiteR, 
and these, with the family adherents, agreed to support More in standing 
for Liverpool. Sir Cleave More was unaucccssful, and petitioned ; but t!ie 
parliament meeting February 16, 1 700-1 j being dissolved June 24, 1701, 
the aiattcr was never decided- The Tory party-, as it has since existed in 
the borough, grew out of this electioa; and Clayton j who in 1701 was 
most opposed to More, in December 1701 was chiefly retarned by that 
gentleman's friends, and on his principles. 

More and bis father, (the author of the cjucnilous notice of Liverpool,) 
guffercd for their rcgicidal progenitor. Sir Cleave, in 1701, could not appear 
without a protection, so desperate were his circumstances ; but obtaining by 
marriage another property, he sold his Lancashire estates, sate for Bramber, 
1708^ and died March 29, 1729-30. 

William Clayton, who represented Liverpool, with intermissions, from 
1698 to 17 H, sitting ten years and in cightparliaments, and who died 1715, 
was one of the most eminent merchants the to%vn has produced. Grcgson 
notices Clayton's family, and these letters mention a brother, a Doctor in 
Medicine at Dublin. Wlien Clayton lapsed from the Eevolution party, and 
attached himself to Gower and the Tories, his scat was disputed by the 
Norris family. Thus, in 1 705, Richard Norris tried to turn Clayton out, for 
which attempt Sir Jolm Gower removed Norris from the Commission of the 
Peace. In 1708 and 1710 Clayton was not returned; but in 1713 miA 
1714 he hod the satisfaction of assisting Harley and Boiingbroke in padia- 
mcnt.] 
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London, December 17, 1700. 

M^ BiCHABD NORRIS, 

This is to tell my dear Brother that this parliament will 
be dissolved on Thursday next, and the writs will be ready to be sent 
abroad in a few days. I hope the good town of Liverpool will choose 
Sir William again ; indeed he has always found them so very kind 
and obliging, that I have no reason to question their kindness now, 
and I am sure no man has, and always will study to do them the 
best service he can, and now being to live some part of the year at 
8peke, he will let them all see that he has a great kindness for them. 
I do believe he will be here in March, which will be so soon as a new 
parliament can be in order to do business. Pray give my duty to my 
mother, and service to all friends. 

Your humble servant and sister, 

E. NOBRIS. 
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XXV. 

Lady NoRRiy to Richard Norris, Jan. 7, 1700-L — Nicolas Polkx- 
fen cannot be present at Ekction — N€W$ of Sir William. 



[As tlie clcctitni approached, Richard Norris wrote to Lady Norris, 
requesting that bcr aon^ Mr. Nicolas Pollexfen, might come down,] 



London, Jan' 7^^, 1700-1. 
M"^ Richard Norris, 

I received yours, dear Brother, but my son Nick is gone 
into the country with M' Oecill, and 1 neither know where ho is, 
or how to direct a letter to him, or else I am sure ho would have 
heen very ghxd to have taken a journey into Lancashire to serve his 
father and see his friends. The Norris set sail the 29^ of May la^t 
from Surat, and is arrived here with news that Sir William was very 
well, and w^as then so near the MoguFs camp that he will see that 
Prince two months sooner than was expected, and consequently, I 
hope, will bo in England so much the sooner, which is the best, and 
sdmost the only news my dear Brother can receive from me. 

E. Norris. 



I am very sorry Nick cannot como to town soon enough to go to 
Liverpool, Ijut nevertheless hope to hear the news of Sir WiUiaiifs 
election, who I am sure values the honour of serving them above 
everything. 
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XXVI. 

William Clayton to the Mayor of Liverpool, (Richard Norris,) 

1 Feb. 1700. — Has got to London — Sir Cleats 

Moris Petition — War. 



London, 1 Feb^ 1700. 
The Mayor of Liverpool, 
Honored Sir, 

I got this night hither, had good weather, and good 
roads, never better at this time of the year. I met many members 
on the road, and they are of opinion it is a jest for Sir Cleave to pe- 
tition. M^ Travers is out of town, but on Monday shall see him 
and many more, then will write to you more fully. My service to 
all friends. All the discourse here is for war, and most inclined to 
it, as I see yet Ostend and Newport in the French hands, and it is 
said, at Dunkirk they are already fitting out Privateers. 

Your humble servant, 

W^ Clayton. 
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xxvn. 

L'CTE Same to the Same, Feh, 6, 1700. — Has taken the OatJis — 
Choice of Speaker — Sir Cleate Morei Petition, 



London 6 Feby, 1700. 

To THE WoitaHIPFUL THE 

Mayor op Liverpool, 
Honoured Sir, 

We this day met at WeatrainBt^r, and took the oaths 
without doors ; when wo went to the house we was prorogued 'till 
Monday nioFuing, so cannot choose a Speaker till then ; the old 
Speaker hath orders not to appear, so now Mr; Harley^ Sir llichard 
OwBsley [Onslow], Sir Rowland Winn, and some others, are spoke 
of. Sir John Bonles told me Sir Cleave Moore had been with him, 
and designed to petition, but he advised him to the contrary, for that 
I was well beloved, so he said, he had nothing against me, nor the 
other neither, said Sir John ; so I found he meets with little en- 
couragement, as he acts I shall advise. I have been unfortunate in 
meeting your sister,^ but to day I met Mr. Polixfen, and so we have 
aett a time* 

I am, &c., 

W^ Clayton. 



* On the 8t1i of FebriiAry Lady Norria writos, •* I hftvo not seen Mr. Clayton 
■inee bo came to town, he wua hero ono day but did not fitid me at bome, but sent 
mo word bo would dino wath me to morrow," In tlio atat« of boetility in wliich 
Clttyton and Norris afterwards appear^ thia friendship at the commencement of 
Clayton*! career ii remarkable. 
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Lady Norhis to Richard Norris, Feb. 13, 1700. — 
Sir Ch'ate Mores Feiition, 



London Febr 13, 1700. 
M^ Richard Nobrfs, 

I was in hopes that I should have had a petition the laat 
week from my dear Brother, for if it in not ready to deliver so soon as 
Sir Cleve's it will do no good. I have heard that Sir William's 
friends hail a great deal the more trouble, and Sir \V ilHam the fewer 
votes than there would have been, by your going to Speake, when 
you should not a stirred, for etapng there a whole week waja more 
than a year another time ; I am sure my mother would have excused 
you at that time. I hear Sir Cleve's petition is, that the Town say, 
they cannot bo without two Parliament men, 'till Sir William eomee. 
I find that he is out of si^dit, and out of mind often, wo do believe he 
will deliver hia Petition, but hope it will not he heard, if it is it will 
be for a new election, and not Sir Cleve More, so that I am informed 
they may ehoose Sir William again ; so hope you will take care to 
keep his friends, and make as many more as you can. I write the 
worst as can come, that you, and Sir William ""s friends, may be pre- 
pared. I hope it will come to nothing, but for fear it should, I write 
this. Mr. Clayton and I are making all the friends we can to 
prevent it. 

Yours, &c.. 
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XXIX. 

William Claytox to the Mayor of Liverpool, 18 Feb. 1700. — 

More 8 Petitions 



London y« 18 FebJ, 1700. 
The Mayor of Liverpool, 
Hon'J Sir, 

I receivetl yours, and yesterday S^ Cleave Moore's Peti- 
tion canio into the House, being the 46 Petition, bo that there is no 
fear of having it heard tliiB Session^ bnt however you may be arming 
yourself, and encjuire amongst the Custom House Officers who threat- 
ened them, and what tliey said they would do if they would not vote 
for Sir Cleave, and also others ; and enquire of Lyon if they did not 
offer him Money to vote, and some others, and when they did drink 
who |iaid the shot ; for what he alledgeth, you refu&e his Agents to 
inspect the Poll, you can prove lie had two Clerks; ho never de- 
manded a Copy of the Poll nor a Scrutiny that I heard of, and when 
to be tried 1 heheve M*" Eiitwisle will he a good evidence, M*" Johnson, 
M^ Sharpies, and others that was by all the time, for I told the House 
there was not one word of truth in it, hut that Sir Will™ was beyond 
Sea, Sir John when he delivered the Petition sjiid there was many 
preoedenti. To-day w?ls voted a supply for the Fleet, and the King^a 
Answer and Memorial I have sent, as also the copy of the letter 
that is mentioned in the Votes. I paid 6^. 8^/. for the copies of the 
Petition, which my Lady I suppose will pay me. 1 fear :in embargo, 
and the answer on tho Klng'*a is to bo considered on Thursday. 

I am, (fcc, 
The votes my Wife' bath and W** Clayton* 

letter. 
Do not let every one eee the Petition. 

^ Mm. Clayton staid in Liverpool ; nhQ was a rewj nuiu^g f»ertoii, ft&d it U inofe 
than inimujitcd directed lier hui^biiDd in most of hk aett ; ahe survived Uiui 30 yeftrf^ 
>sd died 174.5. 
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XXX. 



Daniel Lawton to the Same, Feb. 6, I7OO. — Purchase of Lord 
Mohjneux's land — Manor of Liverpool. 



6 FebJ, 1700. 
The Mayor of Liverpool. 
Hond Sir, 

Enclosed is a Copy of the writing to be sealed on Sa- 
turday which I have sent for your perusal, and that you may get as 
many of the persons together, as you can, against two of the dock on 
Saturday, and such of the persons as cannot then seal may another 
time. 

I have got M' Cheshire on your part, and M^ Blundell on my Lord 
Molineux'*s part, to settle the prsecipe and concord, in order to have 
a fine from my Lord Molineux the next Assises pursuant to the Deed 
he sealed, and then will be taken away the causes of two sorts, and in 
some measure a third, about the Commons, for now you have my 
Lord's interest therein, not only as a pretended Lord of the Manor, but 
as a Charterer, and if some good means were used to get my Lord 
Derby's Interest and M' Cross's, you would stand in less doubt of the 
rest. 

Your humble Serv*. 

Dan^ Lawton. 
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XXXI. 

William Clayton to the Mayor of Liverpool, March 1, 1700. — 
Sir Cleave Moris Petition. 



London, y« 1 of March, 1700. 
The Mayor of Liverpool, 
Hond Sir, 

I received yours, and have inclosed sent you the copy of 
the Petition, and the names of them that signed it, and being that 
Mr. Preison is so forward, you must inquire if he did not throw 
down John Wallis, who came to vote for Sir W°* and me, and also 
you must inquire of all those that Mr. Brixtar did threaten, that we 
may make public example of them. Inclosed is the Proclamation 
against Papists, which I doubt not but you will put in execution, and 
send away Gonder, and Dermot, and some others. The Petition 
was wrote by James that was Mr. Sandiford'^s man. 

This Day we was in a Committee of the whole House of that part 
of the King'^s Speech which related to the Succession, and came to 
the inclosed resolution unanimously, and so I hope it will be agreed 
to in the House on Monday, when it is to be reported ; our business 
cannot come on this Session, let Mr. Bawlins say what he will. My 
service to all. 

I am, &c., 

Wm. Clayton. 
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XXXII. 



p. Haddon to the Same, Wigan, Jan. 7, 1700. — 
Wigan Election. 



Wigan, Jany 7, 1700-1. 
Richard Norris, Esq., 
Mayor. 
Worshipful Sir, 

The day of election for Burgesses in Parliament for this 
corporation is proclaimed to be on the .13th instant; this is therefore 
to desire you, (if possibly you can,) so to order the day of election 
for your Town, that we may have those of your corporation who are 
Burgesses of this, here, to give their votes at this election,^ whereby 
you will oblige very many, and among them. 

Your humble and already obliged servant, 

P. Haddon. 



> Each political party in Lancashire during the sixteenth century was united in 
itself throughout the county, and acted singularly together. This may be seen by 
examining the returns to Parliament, where, and especially before the great civil war, 
the members opposed to the Ck>urt interchanged boroughs, and apparently had seldom 
a personal interest in the place they represented. Wynn, Holcrofb, Birch, &c., are all 
instances of men representing a political party, wholly removed from any local in- 
fluence. The Stanley family early saw the value of political power, and the '^ioja- 
rious intermeddling** of the great Earl with elections was a charge brought against 
him. Johnson writes, '< London, March 24, 1701, — dined with the Lord Derby 
amongst our Lancashire members at the Swan, Billingsgate, all full of interest for 
members ; Mr. Bridgman was there." The Bridgmans had large estates at Wigan 
and Bolton, and appear to have been first connected with the county in the person 
of the Bishop of Chester, (temp. Car. I.) who was from Devonshire. 
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XXXIII. 

J , TticKER ( Under Secret a hy of State) to the Mayor op Liver- 
pool, Whitehall, April 3, 1701. — I>t recti iuspected 
persons to be prosecuted. 



[The incessant attempts of the exiled royal familj to regain the EngHsh 
throne, from 1688 to 1745, are well known^ and also that Lancashire con- 
tained many of their aJliercnts. The trials of 1 61*4, and Caryl, Lord Moly- 
Ii6ux*& death^ hardly repressed the plotting in and round Liverpool. Even 
the merchants were deeply infected and on more than one occasion they 
Honght to aroid taking the oaths. In 1092 Richard Norris \iTites from Lirer* 
pool, — ' ** The Papists arc miglrty high, and most fref|uently are in great hopes 
of some considerable things this spring, wliich the Lord avert." On March 
7th, 1701-2, (Wilhara died the morning after,) Johnson \mtes, — '* I Iiavo 
TJiTote Mr. Moior that it may he convenient to douhle the guard in the Castle 
for some time, we do not know what people may carrie on, we have hut 
little guard in England at tliia time, save our fleet, you'l excuse me, I'm 
almost asleep/' Then on 23d January, 1703, Mrs. Norris says to her son, 
— "Whether yon come or stay, I pray God keep you, God knows what place 
It a^est, I helievc mischief is in hand, for oar Gentles meet more than or- 
dinary, and very well mounted ; if they have any ill designs I pray God 
defeat tlicm, for I fear we are not like to do much towards it.** The letters 
here printed contain further proof of the unquiet state of the county* and 
this was only finally changed hy the severities which fullowed the rising of 
17 L**. Lancashire suffered greatly on that occasion, and Liverpool had its 
slmre of the trials and executions, although h}' this time the Hanoverian 
party having divnded itself into Whig and Tory, (almost as essential to the 
existence of an English community as the distinction of the sexes,) the 
Stuart pnrty had greatly lessened, and in 174.5 the town wa« unanimously 
againnt the Pretender, The year 171.* may he taken as the culminating 
p«int of the Stuart fortunes in Lancashire ^ an*l their wane was so siulden 
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and 80 bloody, and involved so many men of the first families — Shuttle- 
worth, Tyldesley, Townley, and others — that in 1745 a person distantly 
related to the Townleys, and the sweepings of the streets of Manchester, 
were all that Lancashire contributed to Uie " foray.*^ 



Whitehall, S^ April, 1701. 
Richard Nobris, Esq., 
Mayor. 
Sir, 

The inclosed letter to Mr. Taffe being brought by one of 
the letter carriers of the Post ofSce to Mr. Secretary Hodges, he 
directs me to send it to you, and desires you will please examine into 
the matter of it, and give him an account of what you find, and if there 
be occasion, that you direct the ofibnders to be prosecuted according 
to law. 

I am, &c., 

J. Tucker. 
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XXXIV. 



Joshua Horton to the Mayor op Liverpool, Oldham, April 8, 

1701. — Return of Papists ordered 

throughout the County. 



Oldham, AprU 8th, 1701. 
The Mayor of Liverpool, 
Hon<i Sir, 

I received yours since my comeing to this Town, in an- 
swer whereto this comes to acquaint you that upon reading the Eing^s 
Proclamation at the Sheriff ^s Board, it was unanimously resolved, 
that the Justices in each Hundred should meet at the respective 
places agreed upon, to receive an account from the respective Petty 
Constables of the Papists and other disaffected persons, in each Town- 
ship, and to send out particular summonses to all so presented to us, 
for their appearance at the Quarter Sessions to take the Oaths. In order 
whereto we then ordered the Clerk of the Peace to issue out War- 
rants to all the High Constables to require the Petty Constables to 
make each Presentment to us upon Friday the 11th instant in every 
Hundred. I remember nothing more done there that is worth trou- 
bling you with. 

I am. 
Your affectionate humble servant, 

Joshua Horton. 
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XXXV. 



J. Tucker to the Mayor of Liverpool, Whitehall, April 12, 
1 701 . — Disaffected persons in Liverpool. 



WhitehaU 12th April 1701. No. 2. ♦ 
Sir, 

M' Secretary Hodges directs me to acquaint you that 
yesterday he received your letter of the 8th instant, with two Infor- 
mations taken by you and M"" Justice Johnson upon the letter which 
I sent to you by his order the 3rd instant, whereby it plainly appears 
that M' Harrington and M' Blundell have shewn themselves to be 
very ill men to His Ma**® and His Gh)vemment, and had this been 
discovered within the time limited by the law for punishing offences 
of that nature they ought to have been severely proceeded against, but 
one of the offences being committed six yeares since, and the last 
above two yeares ago, the Law cannot now take hold of them. How- 
ever, Sir, M' Secretary thanks you for your care and zeal for his 
Ma^^ service, and desires that if you discover anything relating to 
these Oentlemen that the Law can take hold of, that you will please 
to give him notice of it. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, 

J. Tucker. 
Richard Norres, Esq., 
Mayor of Leverpoole. 
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XXXVI. 



William Clayton to the Same, April 12, 1701 — Mare's 
Petition — Harringtofi . 



London, 12th April, 1701. 
The Mayor of Liverpool. 
Hond Sir, 

I received your^s, and have been with Secretary Hedges, 
and he is very well satisfied with yonr proceeding, but saith it is too 
late for anything to be done in it, and I suppose will give answer. 

Last Night Sir CI. got 5 to sit at the Committee, but they came to 
no resolution that will hurt Sir W"*, are to sit on Monday if can get 
5, but will signify nothing, but my Lady takes no pains about it, but 
all are of opinion that it will come to nothing. Pray have an Eye 
to Harrington, if you can bring him to unawares it will do well, what 
he did was abominable ; pray mind the people to pay in their money. 
I hope to send down the Warrant, but however, they may be pro- 
ceeding. 

I am, &c. 
Wm. Clayton. 
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Robert Scahisbrick to the Same, Scarisbrick, 30th April, 
1 701 . — Asks for Protection. 



Scarisbrick, April 30, 1701. 
Richard Norris, Esq. 
Hond Sir, 

I must ever retain a grateMl memory of the favorable 
opinion you were pleased to express as to my case, when I was to wait 
upon you the other day, which encourages me likewise to the bold- 
ness of giving you this further trouble. For having since taken advice 
on my case, am directed to keep it as far from being upon Record as 
I can, and if it could be prevented before the sessions it would be 
safer, lest in the mean time I should be summoned, and a sudden 
return be made of the warrant in the beginning of the sessions which 
might bo of ill consequence, and I conceive a supersedeas may be a 
proper way to put a stop to the part of the warrant relating to me, 
being, if I mistake not, that was your judgment and opinion to me at 
Liverpool, which made me the more desirous to follow that method, 
and therefore I am sending this about to that end, and do most 
earnestly entreat that you will be pleased to favour me with the 
signing of this supersedeas, and shall ever remain, &c., 

Robert Scarisbrick. 
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XXXVIII. 

Hon. Charles Stanley to the Same, Cross Hall, Aug. 4, 1701. — 
Lists of the Disaffected ordered. 



Cross Hall, Aug^ 4th, 1701. 
The Mayor of Liverpool. 
Sir, 

I thought fit to acquaint you that at the Sherifi*'s Table 
it was agreed, that Warrants should be sent to all High Constables, 
for them to send theirs to the Petty Constables, for them to make a 
Return of all that are thought wont conform to the Gbvemment, and 
that the Justices should meet in every hundred to receive them on 
the eleventh day of this Month, being the Coronation Day ; the place 
for our Meeting is appointed at Prescot, by nine in the Morning, 
where your Company is desired and expected, and where you will 
fmd 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
C. Z. Stanley.i 



> Chmrles Zedenno Stanley, ninth son (of whom six were in 1700 dead) of the 
eighth Earl of Derhy, and brother of the ninth and tenth Earls, bom December 8, 
1666, MJ*. for Preston 12 Queen Anne, and for the County 1705-10, died unmarried 
April 1715. He was apparently on a visit to Sir Thomas Stanley of Cross Hall, 
whofe descendants are now Earls of Derby. For the old Stanleys, like the Norrises, 
80 far from securing the perpetuity of their race, the one by nine, the other by seven 
sons, became extinct with the generation which promised such a continuance. 
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XXXIX. 

Clayton to the Same, May 13, 1701 — GUid Papists are proceeded 
aaainst — Sir Cleave Mare. 



London, y« 13*^ May, 1701. 
Mr. Richard Norris. 
Hon^ Sir, 

I received yours, and am glad that you so proceeded at 
the Quarter Sessions, and hope we shall never be afraid to put the 
Laws in execution against the Papists, and although we are hot in 
the house yet, when the Eing'*s business comes before us, there is no 
division, nor yet he never asked anything this Sessions that was not 
heartily complyed with, but the 4 impeached Lords make great heats, 
and these Kentish Men, one being escaped, writ to the Sarjeant, that 
if he did not release the rest, 50 should not keep them, on which the 
42 remaining are ordered to the Gate House, a further address for a 
Proclamation for apprehending that that made his escape, and that 
the former address be effectually put in execution, as you will see by 
the inclosed. S' Cleavers Petition is on this Sessions, and now Burke 
is Soliciting for Eidd. 3 East India Ships arrived, but yet the 
Letter'*s not read, so that I cannot hear what News from S' W™, and 
my Lady is out of Town. We are to send 10,000 Men to HoUand, 
5,000 from Ireland, and 5,000 to be raised immediately, which is 
agreed in the House, and I believe part of the 5,000 will pass through 
you to Hull, if so, give them a quick despatch. 

I am, &c. 
t.*^-. k. _.w.. ilS&i Wm. Clayton. 



TtlE NORRiS TATERS* 



m 



XL. 

John Mobris to RinrARD Norris, Nov. lo, 1701. — Xon/ 3foitf- 

netix's seizure of the Castle — Lord Macde$fiekt$ Death, and 

disposition of his places — Ket^s of Armoury in Castle, 



[Banks, in the Extinct Baronaije, sUitcs that Lord Macclesfield died In 
1701, when Ambassador at Hanover, {vol iii. p. 306») and this is copied into 
other hooks. It appears he i\as in England when he died, and had at the 
time an Address of the Coqi oration of Liverpool to deliver to the King. 
**The late Earl of Maccleiifield" (says Morris, the Agent of the Earl) '^'heing 
taken ill the same night he came home out of Holland^ and dying in a few 
days afton^'ards, was tlie occaaioD the address was not sooner dehvered." 
Lord Macclesfield was very recently dead on Novemher 11th, 170L Lord 
Molyneiix not only put in a caveat against the Constablcship of Liverpool 
Castle being given to another, but actually seized the Castle. Tlie Constable- 
ship was given to Earl Rivers, and tlic Lieutcnantey of Lancashire to the 
Earl of Derby, The Corporation of Liveq>ool rented the Castle at £28 
per anniun.] 



London, U^ Nov^, 1701. 

Mr, IllCH\RD NOBBIS, 

Sir, 

I received your letter last night, and this morning shewed 
it to a Noble Lord, who ia a Great Man in the atfaira of tlie Government, 
and his Lordship was pleased to direct mo to WTito to you this post, 
that you would get affidavits Ukeu before M' Mayor or M' Mauditt, 
of the manner of the Lord Molyncux'e soi zing the Castlo, and to send 
them to me next Post to London. Yon will see in a very yhort time 
my Lord Molyneux will have occasion to repent of this unadvised 
Action. The death of my Lord and Master is a National los«, as 
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well as to all his firiends and Servants, and especially my Self, and I 
may say your Corporation has a loss in particular. I believe the Con- 
stableship of the Castle will be granted in a few days to a Mend of 
the late Earl of Macclesfield, and I am promised to be made Deputy, 
and to enjoy the profits as I have hitherto had. I wrote you a Post 
or two ago, about the half year's Bent for the Castle due at Michael- 
mas last, which I hope you will be so kind to remember, as you pro- 
mised when I saw you last. My Lord was buried last night at 
Westminster Abbey. His Majesty hath not as yet disposed of any 
of the places his Lordship had, but it's believed the present Earl will 
have the Lieutenancy of Lancashire. I have enquired after your 
address ; it had been delivered long since had my Lord been alive ; 
the present Earl has it in Custody, and just now told me that he 
would deliver it to Morrow, or Early on Monday Morning. Sooner 
he could not do, by reason be could not appear at Court till after his 
Brother's funeral, which was but yesterday. I hear M' Maudit has 
got the Keys where the Arms are, which I am very glad of. I desire 
you will give my humble service to him, and desire him to take great 
care of the Arms. 

I am, &c. 

Jno. Morris, 
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The Same to tite Same, Feb. 10, 1701. — Money not duly paid — 
Lord Biters 9 Patent opposed by Lord 3Ioiineux^ but passed — 
Morris expects to he Deputy — Claims tlw rent owing^ and opposes 
the di'bt beinrf set ayainst it. 



London, lOtb Feb7, 1701, 
Mr, Richard Norria. 
Sir, 

I have recoived your Letter sent enclosed to M^ Johnson, 
but think it both unjust and unreasonable that M^ Mayor should stop 
my money for another man's debt ; when I saw you last you promised 
to take care the Eent should be paid as long as you continued Mayor, 
but my L*^ Maecleafield being dead I see both he, and all his friends, 
must \m forgotten. 

My Lord Mullineux put in a Caveatt agahist the passing of my 
Lord Rivers' Patent for the Constableship of the CastlOj and there 
hath Ijeen a hearing before my Lord Stamford, Chaneellor of the 
Dutidiy, and the Attorney treneral, who have given their opinion my 
Lord Mohncux's pretensions are all void in Law by several Acts of 
r^arliament, and I am now passing my Lord Rivers' Patent, both for 
the Castle and prisage, just as my late Lord Macclesfield had it. My 
Lord Rivers is mighty kind to me, and I make not the least doubt 
but to have a Deputation from his Lordship to Act relating to the 
Castle, as 1 did in my late Lord's time. There is a whole year's Rent 
due at Lady day, and I would know from you whether M^ Mayor 
will pay me or not, and whether the Town will hold the Castle any 
longer, or I must take care to dispose of the Rents as my Lord shall 
direct me, otherwise. Sir, as to the debt due from M*^ Buckingham 
for hoards, it will be proper to Bend a bill of tho whole, and what has 
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been paid, and what remains, to one of your members of Parliament, 
as soon as ever M' Buckingham's Accounts are adjusted. I will 
speak to my Lord Mohun, who is Executer to the late £arl of 
Macclesfield, and I cannot in the least doubt but when a fair account 
is made, but that the money will be justly paid : if anything bo owing 
to M' Tyrer for boards, let him send his whole account. 

I am, &c., 

John Morris. 
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XUL 

Extracts from Letters to Richard Norris from Lady NoRRig and 

HeXRY NoRBla, RELATINi; TO THE COMING ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 

29, AND December 3 and 19, 1701. 



[Lady Norris writes to Mr. Richard Norris.] 

September 29, 1701. 
The King is expected at England in a fortuiglit, and I believe 
you will find we shall have a new parliament. One conitbrt ia, we 
can never have a worse than tlie last, and no man in it worse than 
him yon scnd^i I am now at my Lord Ranelagh'sj at Cranbnrn, 



* Tho parliament of 17iK> law a great c!iang« in Clayton's avowed opiniom, and ly 
degreei Lady Norris expreaaed herself uf him in the TOanner hero given. A few 
montha before she had sought to show him kitidoeas, and spoke of tho pleasure bis 
company aSbrdcd her. He had vcrj lately been relumed against tho united eJforta 
of the Tory and Jacobite parties, and in the lettera about Morc's petition had used 
no TneaAured language aj$ to these his opponents ; yet throughout tbc session ho bad 
alhed liimaelf with the Tones, ao that at tho beginning of Anne's reign he ahowed 
himiself not only the friend of the ** Bubtlo and trimming Ilarley," but of more sin- 
cere and dcteniiiuod men of that side, as Howe, whom William had wi«hed to fight, 
GoweFj and others. Clayton's name figures with those of Bold, Heyshaio, Brother- 
ton, and Leigh, in the celebrated Black List, being members for Lancashire on the 
Tory aide. The first distinct information of Claytun'ii change is in tho postseript 
of a letter to the likfayor, 8th ilarch, 1700, — "You must be on your guard to prc« 
rent Sir C!oave» if thoy should expel Sir William, either that J^Ir, Johnaon, or Jlr. 
Atherton of Beausie (should stand). Tray meet and consult about it, as we pro* 
cced will inform you.*' Tho Atbertone had long been in Lancashire at the head of 
the Stuart party. Sir Ricbanl Atherton, the obaequiouji friend of Jamea t! e Second 
Qd Lord Molyncui, was Mayor of Liverpool l(i$4, and with Thomaii Leigh rcpre- 

ated the town from 1685 to 1688. Clayton now sought to be elected on the very 
intereit which Mor* had stood upon. 

L 
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where we are to have a wedding to-morrow ; it is one of my Lady's 
women as waits on her, and her cook; it is to be a publick one, here 
is music come down, all ready. 



[Mr. Henry Norris to Mr. Richard Norris.] 

Brazen Nose, 
Oxon, December 19, 1701. 
I should be glad to hear how squares are like to go in your 
Town. I hope you will push Sir William's interest to the highest. 
If it be for nothing but to keep a bad man out. For I am afraid if 
a majority of the old hackle come in again, they will obstruct the 
publick affairs more this session than the last, being disobliged by 
this unexpected Dissolution. 



Dec' 3, 1701, 
Brazen Nose. 
I received yours, wherein I read the account of your Town 
putting up M' Johnson in my brother's place. I must own I can't 
conscientiously condemn your Town for it, but am very glad they have 
pitched upon so good a person. I should have been much concerned 
if they had deserted Sir W™ to have elected Sir Cleve. 



Johnson was not in Parliament June 1701, and had therefore no eonneetion with 
Somen' impeachment. The use of his name {SofMrs Tracts, vol. xii. p. 216) as 
supporting that measure is a mistake. 
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Jonathan Murray to Bichard Norris, Chester, Nov. 27, 1701. — 
Chester Election. 



Chester, 27 Nov', 1701. 
Mr. Bichard Norris. 
Sir, 

Herewith as to our election, we have 5 Candidates, by 
which means hope we shall get in honest M' Williams,^ he having 
some fast friends whilst the other interest is divided, but as jou would 
befriend the true cause at this juncture, you are desired to solicit M' 
Pemberton, and what other freemen of the place you have in your 
town, to appear at our Election, which will be on Wednesday come 
7 night. I am glad, since Sir William doth not stand himself, that 
he is succeeded by so worthy a well wisher to the present govern- 
ment as I take M' Johnson to be, and hoping we shall have a good 
Parliament, and that there will be a happy agreement betwixt King 
and them, I conclude, and am, 

JoN^ Murret. 

1 Banbury and Shackerley were retomod. 
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Thomas Johnson to Richard Norris, Dec. 30, 1701. — Letter an 
taking his seat for the first time in Parliament — Harley speaker^ 
and his speech — Observations as to the temper of the house — 
Money to be raised for Bt. Peter"* s Ghwrch — Corporation concerns 
want more attention. 



[The first letter of Johnson afler being sworn as Member for Liverpool.] 



London, Dec' 30^, 1701. 
Mr. Rich^ Norris. 
Sir, 

This day we made our appearances at the House of C!om» 
mons, and by what follows you will say a very large one, about ten 
o^clock. At one the King came to the House of Lords, sent for the 
Commons, ordered them to return and choose a Speaker, and present 
him to Morrow at 11 o^clock. Accordingly (after several speeches 
on both sides) the question was put for Sir Tho» Littleton, (being first 
named,) on which they divided yes^s 212, nos 216, without any fur- 
ther division. M' Robert Harley was chosen Speaker ; after the 
usual method (I suppose) he expressed himself, and amongst the rest 
to this efibct, (as I remember,) he was sorry for the great division in 
the House on that occasion, the only thing he desired was the Union of 
England, and was assured the way to perfect it was to begin in that 
house, which he would as much as in him lay promote. 
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I cannot yet know persons, the Lord direct us — it is early for me 
to give an opinion, (but pardon me if I mistake,) by what I observe 
the war will not fail of our Side. My humble service to M' Maior, 
and Bailiffs, my Brethren the Alder™, and all my good friends. We 
write M' Maior joint this Post, after our Weeks, of which we shall 
not fail. Qooi Sir, forward the raising money for the Church^ in 
time, it is a shame ; and pray attend often the Service of the Corpo- 
ration, whose concerns does for want of a little care bleed; excuse me 
to M^ Gleaveland this Post. 

I am, &c. 

Tho* Johnson. 



> St. Peter's, finished 1704, built by assessment under Act 10 and 11 WiU. III. 
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Johnson to ErcnARi> Norris, Feu* 16, 1701 ♦-^ — Sir John Gower^ 

{CkanceUor of the Duchif^) premises to seizure tyrant of the 

Castle — Lord Mohjnmx^B opposition. 



London, Febyrl6^ 1701. 

Sir, 

At the last we have got an orJer for the Men's Cases- — 
as also done all wo can about the Castle. M"" Tyrer and M*" Eich- 
mond are to make a return according to form, of the Castle, then S^ 
John will procure the Grant from the Queen, hut find S*^ John is re- 
solved my L'l Molyueux and gentlemen of the Country should have 
notice, that if they had any thing to ohject they might be heard ; we 
had not best be sure till we have it. You have the long address — 
which is fiill of complaints ; we have other business full as necessary, 
for what have we got thus far by all our noise and new commissions? 
Our friends into offices ; but the Majority will always do things that 
might deserve more consideration. These contending parties makes 
the kingdom uneasy — we are sure an unhappy people — and purely 
occasioned by the Pride of Ambitious Men* You will excuse me I 
do not now enlarge. My service to all friends. 

I am, &o. 



^ M^ Houghton, 



W Tyrer 
M^ Case, 



To bo in Commissi 
of the Peace. 



Tho® Johxson. 



* Houghton, a prospomua merclmnt, and Tyrer, a Ijiiilder, and litcrany tbo arclii- 
teot of Liverpool, were ToricH, and frietids of Sir John Levcson Gower, Chancellor 
of tbo Ihichy, und Cluyton. Co^e, of the lied lluzle, was probably not altogether 
tnutod by Gower^ for he declined inserting his name in the Commissioti. Johnson 
ha.t«d all that was doing, wai» dialikcd by Gower, and only went with the mjijonty 
b«catiM of his custom duos requiFQincntft. 
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Johnson to Riciiatid Noeris, March 17, 1701*^ — Qiteens Accession — 
Proftimcy of political leader s — FoTeufn neies — Official changes 
— tifor tohratinp Dhsenters — Place for Corn Market in Liver- 
pool — Objects to clause directing re-shifment of Tobacco without 
aUoieances — Parliafnentary news* 



[Johnson's vieMs as to toleration in this letter will be read with interest. 
Not onJ}^ did the Tories carry Clayton as tlie member, but Thomiis Bicks- 
teth, a short time before petitioning against Clayton, was made mayor. The 
father alluded to was mayor in 166f>. Johnson's "side of the town" was 
ibis year entirely out of office. The situation of the White (Weit?) Cross 
as distinguished from tbc High Cross, does not appear. Tliroughout the 
whole of this letter Johnson's angry feeling towards Bicksteth^ Houghton 
and the Tory party is Y^ry apparent, and will be traced in many of the suc- 
ceeding letters.] 



London, March 17, 170L 
To RicaARD NoKjii« Esq., 

Liverpool. 
Sir, 

I am favoiire*! with your obliging letter of the 1 3^^ cur- 
rent, for which I aoi very much obliged to you, I must needs owne 
1 ghonld be a stranger to all proceedings at Le\'erpoole if it were not 
for you. It was very well you made what appearance you cold at the 
proclaiming the Queen ; God grant she may have a happy reigne, 
good councell about her; then all things w411 be weU, The scheme 
is now changed ; it was unanimously granted to Her Majesty for life 
what the late King had for the eivill list, there waa noe preaching 
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Up good liushandry as formerly — all the Manageri agreed »ome to 
keep places and some to gctt new — the poore country hath lost all her 
friends-^ to sec how men are changed is worth observation, in short 
they are a parcel of , 

God he thanked the Dutch seem resolved to joyne heartily with 
US against the French, and we hope wc shall humble the great Mon- 
arch. You see how we have dealt with the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, 
and hope shall have a confermation. There's no French post to ad- 
vise us how the French take the news of the death of our good King, 
as also the Resolution of the Queen and Parliament ; the former uoe 
doubt may bo acceptable, but the latter will gaul them, for 1 am in 
hopes we are more firmly united against the French than before, and 
we doubt he %vill be apprehensive of it as soon as we. Several! al- 
terations are talked of — the Lord Rochester goeing for Ireland ; the 
Dukeof Ormond having my Lord Rum ney's place ; SirCh: Musgravo 
Sir Henry Goddericke; Sir C. Hedges Secretary of State in room 
of Lord Manchester ; my Lord Nottingham, Secretary Vernon's — 
— these things you^^ll have in the publicke, and more than I can write 
you. I would nott have any of our neighbours be dejected, 1 hope 
all things will doc well; places of trust will bo given to those esteem'd 
of the Church of England ; and ToUeration allowed to dissenters, I 
doe often say, is all our dissenters desirej and which ever opinion they 
may have of me, I shall never give ray consent to abridge them of 
that. I know some have represented us otherwise ; but when I tell 
you our votes you'll not cuodemn us. And I hope I shall answer 
anything that may be all edged against me, and doe heartily wish aO 
men's votes were this sessions printed, that G^ni: would be better 
able to judge. 

Sir, I am tould M' Maior continues to alter the Come Markett ; 
with submission I think Castle Street is the properost place for it, the 
stones are there laid, and there's Room enough to unload the Carts — 
methinks it's against the interest of the corporation to draw all the 
markett to a beggarly part of the Toiivne, pardon me. I would propose, 
and I hope it will looke faire, that the Butchers bo at the New Markett, 
the Butter, Cheese, and Poultry, about the Cliange, as the Butehors 
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were. The Corne Markett as formerly, the Yam Market!^ Sho« 
Market!, and Pottatos, at the w*» [white] Cross, — and if you'll con- 
sider we draw most of the people of the Town fiirthest to Markott, I 
praj use your Interest to quiet people'^s minds, 1 have sonic Coin- 
plaints; I am afraid the old Temper continues. When his Father 
was * * * * it was just so. he removed the Butchers part in one place 
and part in another, and was forced to alter it hitiiself ngnino, hut 
never any attempted to remove the Com Markett. Pray wlmt doo0 
your Market raise f Doe you [know] anything of Witldow Small- 
place I We must have a Maior on our side tlie Towne, and we'll 
eett all things to rights. I long to be amongst you ; the Land Tax* 
and Salt, prevents me. I note what you say about the K\]K>rtatiun 
of Tobacco. M*" Clayton showed me a letter from 5P Ikmghton the 
last post, in which he hopcB that he and I would think it advisable 
to have a clause the Tobacco should be exported as imported, witliout 
alteration in the same casfjue, niarke, and number, and said tfu^ 
Scotch had a great advantage by selling all was allowed tlicin in the 
country, and shipping to a pound what wan entered, I agreed soe far 
it was an advantage, and would consi<ler of it. I did not lelMiim 
I had anything from you. This morning he began the diNcourse 
again, and asked me what we shoulil write, and I was prepared, — 
Sir, this is a proposidl of one merchant in our corporatiyo. and for un 
to procure such a clause without a gencrall consent of the Mcndnujt« 
and Dealers, will not doe well. Remember the bulke Tobueeo, (hongli 
you did use your endeavour to prevent the clauHc, you know it luith 
been otherwaies represented. I told him iM our allowanecM vvtvre at 
an end if one such practice [%%'as] on foot^ ami tlien where wan our 
Trade? We might have a small one sneti as the Cuntry vvoidfl arl- 
mitt of, but we cold not expect it to continue to stjpf*ly rhosi5 parts 
wo now doe. He answered, suppose there were no damidge it were 
better for Trade* Now the matter^s ex|dained, and that Tm afraid 
would be aimed at, and received, if ever jiroj^owed by the Court, with 
Open mouth. And then adue to half of onr Ships in Leverpixjhi ; 
but this I hope will never be propoiM^cl by the L* [Liverf»rK>l| Mcitj- 
bers. Is it 60»000, or one hund: Tobacco «old at a low jtnn^ wril 
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spoile our Market! ! >\luit does anvthing we now have in our C«r- 
{Miration siiniity if none come amongst ns I Since we have inniiMiil 
in People, as we have incKased in Trade, and take awav that the 
People give too« and then you have done with the new Improve^ 

liieiitN. 

Ifn told me Mr. Pemberton was for rach a chuae; bat if Gent: 
will i*oiiHidcr the Ineonvenienej's to the whole, as well as the eoave- 
iiiniry to a person or two, they must be of another opinion. Good 
Sir, niuiiugo this thing prudently so as not to be played with, fiir if 
niirli II tiling come to the custom house officers^ ears it will destroy 
tm I Uiivv scrawled this letter over that you can acarse read it. 
Viiu'll plniNo to pardon me. This day severall private bills, a report 
hum llin < \iiiiiiiitteo of Elections touching the Election fiir the Bnr- 
inii^li of iMint IMfonl, and after 3 Divisions it went for the sitting 
M»-iii1m«iii. Tlirii tho order of the day was read for baUoting for the 
I'liniiiiiiiinii III' Arrouiit, and agreed unto, and every member put in 
IiIm liql, mill II <\ininiitt(H) appointed to withdraw to take account of 
I III* Miiiiii*. mill iv|Nirt to the house. Accordingly they did withdraw ; 
I \«*H iiiii> ; ^\%^ wnit tlinni^h the Glass, and then adjourned for one 
liMMi Till, iiu^iinii V will tail on the Gent, we have proposed, by what 
Ml' I'ltii iilmni vp I Imvo troubled you long, excuse me. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 

Tho. Johnson. 

Ill' HIM M \ Mil r.ii ufinl nil ni|.livH« y iwwt, if not done already ; people 
I'lllf llii. |«iiili.iini.ii| mil RiK nil I,nip»r than 6 months, and must then 
*7 •* •*•'** "♦» »"•'♦• I wi«li tliP Nation nmy be prudent in their 
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XLVII. 

The Same to tiik Same, Mahch 19, 170K — Scotch netti — Cotinttf 
AtMresn — jlVo Address from Lirerpool^^ The Mat/or seldom 

writes. 



London, March y» W\ 170h 
Mr. Rich^ NoRRid. 

Sir, 

I have yours of the 15*^ Curr^ and note its contents for 
answer* Duke Haniiltoii ia looked upon to be a dissatisfied person* 
and uneasy ; but I hope he will not be able to nmke any rlisttirlianco 
in Scotland. The News telb you the Queen is Proelainicd at Eden- 
bourg, pursuant to the late King's, and the present Qneen^'a desire* 
The House hath this day voted, Resolved that leave be given to bring 
in a bill to enable the Queen to name Conim'^ to Treat for a Union 
with Scotland, between the Kingdoms of England and Scotland, and 
a bill was onlered to be l>rought in according to the said Resolution, 
I think it will come to nothing at the last. 

This day we accompanied Col' Stanley^ with the County adilrcss. 
Pray where is ours ! I am afraid I displeased M^ Maior in telling 
him this post ho conld not exj^ect in the public an ac^'ount Iiow the 
Queen was proclaimed at Liverpool, for tliat we never liad an account 
from but what was from you and others.^ M*^ Clayton takes 

' The llcmoarablo J»inei Btaolej^ in 170*2 the tenth K»rl of Derhy, wha died in 
1735. Maekaj itjles hira more a »o1dier than a «tat««inai]. Bwift, we luppo^e, 
in«aiit 9titmffMDg caiutic when he wrote after thii EatVh fharacter, ** at arrant a 

mi hU brother.** Thi« Jamet wa* a dirtinguuhcd oilc^r, and had very lucra* 

tiTe placea at court. 

' Biekiteth reinciobered hoir latelj ht had op|>f>«€d Cl»yt4>n, an4 there wai 9ri* 
dentlj no cordialitj between them. The probabiHtjr u tliat the Mayor wka a Jae4»b' 
ite, and not of that partj now raf/idlj forming' wfai«h, adopting the Iterolatioft, 
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notice he never writes one Scrawl to him, nor indeed but some 2 or 
3 Letters about business ; we do not expect them from him, but his 
Clerk might write for him, and when even he does write it should be 
joint. For my part I desire no particular letters to me, but am de- 
sirous all should be pleased. 

I am, &c., 

Tho® Johnson. 



engrafted upon it what are called Tory principles, and to which Clayton belonged. 
Bixteth, or Bickersteth, is an old Liverpool landholder's name. 
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XLVIII 

Extracts of Lbttkbs from Henry Norris to Mrs. Norris, 



[The reader is referred to the Introduction for an account of William 
Garwav. We liave here the narration of tbo deatli and fnneral of tliis 
eminent person. His Will is given in Dalla way's Sum^x. Of hi;^ numerous 
relations lie selected as bis heirs Sir William nnc! the Rcy. Henry N orris, 
and after their deoths without issue malc^ he bequeathed all to Christ's Hos- 
pital. Gar way hud a mortgage on the Spcke estate, and how^ever kindly 
WTitten, tlie request of the Treasurer of the Hospital to Garway'a sister 
caused great sorrow, as Mrs. N orris states in her letters. It is seldoni so 
Jong lived a family as tliis of Gar way occurs ; tlie grandfather was bom in 
1538, and must have been known to tlic grandson, who died in 1701.] 



WiUiam itarwayif death expected — Wish^ to see Mrs. Norrh — 
Ihiiret his Nepfiew to renmin at Chkhester. 

Chichester, Aug' 3, 1701. 
Mrs. Norris, 
Sjjeak, 
Hon** Madatn, 

I can give no other account of the state of my Uncle 
Garwin's health hut what I have from liis apothecary, and 1 perceive 
from the tti*st of the month to this time there htx& heen no ahoration 
in him. He has a slow fever upon him, which makes him continuall 
thirsty, and is very subject to be drowsie. He seem'd very earnest 
(as they tell me) to have you come up. I am seusible it must be 
very inconvenient to you at present, as well as hazardous to your 
health these Dog days to take such a j'oumey, but I daro not mention 
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a word at" that to any of them, I should he heartily glad if you were 
here, because I believe he deairea it. He may very probably (if he 
dont recover this fitt) hold out a pretty while. My orders are not to 
stir from this place till his pleasure. He has sent me money to bear 
my charges, with several kind messages by his servants. 

Y"^ obedS &e. 

Hen. NoRKitf. 



Garway d^ad, and Hemy iVorru leatinfffoi' Ford, 

Chichester, Aug, 4, 1 701 , 
This miunte I am taking horse for Ford, bearing the ill news 
of my Uncle's death, who departed this life about six this afternoon. 
He is tran.siated without doubt to a far better place, which is the only 
consideration that administers comfort to us for the loss of so good a 
man, and also so good a friend. 



Funeral and oth^r Arrangement. 



Forde, Aug* 6, 1701, 
I sent you by the last post the un%veleome news of my Uncle's 
death. I have only this to relate further concerning his departure, 
that the Almighty heard his prayers, and according to his desire gave 
him an easie passage into the other world, for the apothecary told me 
he never saw any depart with so much ease and quiet ; he continued 
sensible to the last half hour of bis life. 

Some things relating to his funeral he wrote down in paper, as par- 
ticularly what they that carried him should have, what the Minister, 
and what tlie Sexton, but no farther. And since I have heard him 
declaim against pompous funerals, I thought it my duty in deference 
to his opinion to bring him to his Grave as near as 1 could to his sen- 
timents. Therefore have invited nobody but six neighbour Gentle- 
men of his acquaintance to hold up the Pall, to each of which I have 
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ordered a handsome ring, a hat band, and a pair of gloves ; have 
likewise ordered liis housekeeper and servants mourning. And for 
the rest that are so kind to attend him to church I have provided only 
a glass of wine. If this management be thought too exj>ensive» they 
must attribute it to my being a perfect stranger here, and therefore 
willing to Bcem kind to the family I ani like to live with at present, 
that I might engage them to be more kind and faithful to me. If 
you think without any damage to your health you could perform such 
a journey, it would be extremely satisfactory to me to have you here, 
and indeed it is almost absolutely requisite you should come up. 
But if you dare not venture in person, yon must instruct somebody 
by a letter of attorney to officiate for you as Executor, because all the 
small legacies he letl are to be paid within a month after his death, 
which can"*t be paid without your order. 

As soon as I can I will get an Inventory of all his household goods 
and plate, because they are to be Sir William's as soon as he arrives 
in England ; for as I take it, by my Uncle's will he has no title to 
either lands or gcMxls till he comes to England. 



Garfmifs FuneraL 

Ford, m August, 1701. 

Yesterday I did the last office to my deceased Uncle, which I 
performed as nearly as I could according to his discourses he held of 
that aftair while he waa alive. I invited nobody to his Itineral but 
those (xentlemen that held up his pall, nevertheless the country, out 
of a true affection, as 1 really believe they had, or I am sure ought to 
have had for him, came in y^ry much to pay their last respects to 
him, insomuch that I was wholly unprovided to give any satisfaction 
to half of them that came to attend the funcraL I took as good care as 
I could to show respect to all his tenants, and for the rest I suppose 
they will load me with no small share of scandal, but that is the 
least of my concern, 
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The EpitapL 

Oxon: Jany 20, 1701-2. 
In my last I desired you to gire your opiuion what sort of an 
Inscription you would have upon my Uncle's monument, but I sup- 
pose you have forgot it; but I hope you will in your next, for the 
tnau has completed it to that part* 



Tremnrer of Chrkfut Hospital claims Garwafi Property. 

Christ's Hospital, London, 6*^^ April, 1703. 
Mrs, Katuarine NoKtus, 
Speke, 
Madam, 

Your late deceased brother, William Oarway, Esq^, 
having devised by his will the reversion of all his real estate in the 
parishes of Clemping and Ford, in Arundel in tlie county of Sussex, 
which now by the death of Sir W™ Norris without lieirs male is 
fallen to us, I do therefore by direction of our Uovernors in Court 
huTubly beg tlie favor of your advice and aasiatance in this affair, 
and that you w411 be pleased to let us know how and l>y what means 
we may come to the Deeds and Writings belonging to that estate, 
and wliat else you shall think may give us light thereunto, it being 
given towards the support and maintenance of several hundreds of 
poor orphans. In doing whereof you will do an act of generous 
charity, and will oblige our whole House, and more particularly. 
Madam, &c. 

Frax. Brerewood, 

Treasurer. 



We had addressed ourselves to you earlier but that according to an 
account we had from Madam Garway, you were expected every day 
in Town. 
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Johnson to Norri??, March 26, 1702. — Reyrets dijferences amonrfH 
the Towmpeople^ Frauth on tiw Cmtoim unhersal at Lirci'pool 
— Character of Clayton — Ready to reiiyn, and only in Par- 
Uament to keep the $ea$ for Sir William Norris— Harktj beta 
hiif brother Far Uament wmld rim bt'fore April 8. 



Lontlon, March 2G^1\ 1702, 
Mr. Rich^ Norris, 
Sir, 

I am favore<l wiili yours of the 22"'^ Ciirr^ and Note its 
contents for answer, I am very sorry tliat any business that concerns 
the Interest of tlio Corporation shouhl occasion any difference or hot 
words ; but I hope all will be forgotten when the Gen^ have said aufl 
ilone what they pleased. Such a motion would ha%'e been prejudicial 
to us, and a certain handle to take away all damages ; we inuBt not 
be angry with one another that we differ in judgment: nothing more 
common. For my part, if the majority had thought it for their ad- 
v^antage, I would have readily concurred, and tliat was the reason you 
heard of it ; for if I had agreed to the first proposal, you haU never 
heard of it till the Votes had given you acco*. M^ Clayton is very 
angry you said he was only Member to ^1'' Hougliton ; sure you did 
not say so. As to what he wrote of me and M^ Hewston being 
levelled at that I said so, is false, for in his o^^ti chamber, discoursing 
on this matter, '' I knew/' says he, " M^ Hewston and some few who 
reserve the Irish and Scotch Tobacco may be against it ; but for the 
rest I am sure it were better that there wore no such pnM.*tfeea.^^ But 
I told him it was pra^'tised by the wliole Towu» and I thought %vhat 
did mostly promote our Trade, *' Well, much good may it do them; 
1 w^ill liave no such money." I answered, '' I nmst own I do repaek, 

N 
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and I knew M^ Houghton did so long before,^ and a great deal more 
I said, but nothing of being levelled against us. With submission, 
had M^ Hewston and I been the only dealers in Town^ then such an 
expression might come from me, but there being others, none will 
think that ever I could say so. Sir, he seems satisfied not to move 
any farther, and says it ean never hold long, nor the great allowances* 
I hope they will continue to us as long as others, and that we by oiur 
measures shall be no ways instruments to destroy them ; but, good 
Sir, no more heats or words about it. I do assure you he is very sen- 
sible, I must always do him that justice, and has a very good notion 
of moat biiEiness, and a great memory ; he is too apt to speak things 
with the largest, but that I find here is a necessary qualification, 
which I am concerned for, many a good cause is lost for want of such 
managers. He says you said you would stand for Member yourself 
before he should be one ; he seems averse against standing again, but 
I take no notice of that, for I do believe he would have M'' Hough- 
ton. For my part I shall be willing, if the Corporation pleases, to 
resign to any they shall think capable to serve them, I have no 
pleasure in this station, and would never accept of it but to keep up 
the Interest of Sir William Norris, who I hope will come safe home, 
and long represent us in Parliament. I shall be willing to give you 
my assistance, that you join with M^ Clayton till please Go<l he 
comes. We are told here. Interest is making at Liverpool ; I shall 
speedily think myself obliged to ac{|uaint the Town with my resolu- 
tion to serve them, or decline ; but I rather incline to the latter, but 
this to yourself. We had work with the Collectors and Receivers 
yesterday, and told the house how hard they dealt with Merch**, to 
oblige them to pay Interest if they did not pay their bonds in such a 
time. Yet the same order did not go against the Collectors turned 
out, who owed i^ 14000. You seo the votes we passed. I am afraid 
we shall be forced to pay back the Money we recoivetl on account of 
the Corporation. The House seems resolved to put an end to the 
Sessions. M"" Speaker laid a guinea with his Brother last night, that 
the House would be up by the 8^^ April. M^ Clayton and I dined 
with him yesterday, I wonder at M^ Cleaveland should be of the 
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opinion to export Tobacco in the bulk as imported. I have troubled 
you long ; pray all be friends, and no more said. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 

[However ill-homoaredly Johnson and Clayton acted together, they re- 
spected each other's talents. Clayton, by this letter, felt an approximation 
to a better system than that under which the customs of Liverpool were 
managed. Johnson was probably ten years younger than his colleague, and 
the testimony to Clayton's high qualities here given is valuable from one who, 
though no friend, had been constantly associated with him. The intention 
to oppose Clajrton existed thus early, though Richard Norris affected to re- 
coil from the base idea of such a thing. Harley, the Speaker, betting a 
guinea with his brother Edward, the member for Leominster, is character- 
istic of the times.] 
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The Same to the Sam*-;, April 2, 1702, — Ready to rmt/ri — More 

intenth to stand — Differet^ce wUk Houghton — Clayton 

left Town, 



London, April 2, 1 702. 
To HicFiARD NoRiiis Esq, 
Dear Sir, 

I have your's of the 29th ultimo, and note its contenta ; 
I iiin extremely concerned I should give you so niucli to answer 
tnyne. It was never once in my thoughts that you cither said you 
would o])posc M^ (jhiyton, or thought so ; but what I propoaM was 
real, arftl I fltill am very ready, when there shall be a dissolution, to 
lay aside my thoughts of standing, and readily scVve any of my good 
friends, or whoni they shall thiok good to reeonmiend. As to M"" 
Clayton'H laying down, 1 know he'll not, neither would I have him, 
least we have a worse. Sir Clc4ive does certainly design to stand, or 
will make an interest ; and if Gentlemen would consider the service 
such men does their Boroughs, (as they call them,) I am sure they 
would never choose such. I often wiwh for our good friend Sir Wil- 
liam : pray let ua be cautious how we divide our interest, or give 
M'' Rollins or tliem any advantage. 

As to M*^ Houghton^'s expressions^ God /orgive him, I doe freely, 
and doe serve him, and all others of the Corporation, impartially ; I 
make no distinction. Pray what was I to write ! A public letter 
a1»out his private letter that came to M"^ Cla^^n, who showed it me I 
We discoursed about it, and 1 UAd M^ Claj^on my mind, and said, if 
the majority of the Merchants desired such a clause, we might pro- 
cure one, but was not convenient without their consent ; he promised 
to advise, so he did not expect 1 should write them to do it except I 
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'^fcfcw occasion, but on the other hand I thought I might as well give 
you my reasons against it, as he, or M^ Houghton, their reasons for it. 
I am satisfied his wife, and M"* Ilougbton together, have persuaded 
him to leave the house, leat he should any ways assist about the Rock 
(Salt) bill. I did put it home to him that I thought he %vouId not 
have gone had it not been for the Tobacco business ; I thought M" 
Clayton might be angry, (he was silent,) in short he's this afternoon 
gone. Several business of the Corporation's, publick ^nd private, 
persons never could get his assistance in, and in which he was jointly 
desired ; I must now strive my own Interest, Two or three dsky% 
before ho went away, I acquainted him the Grant for the Castle waa 
not perfected. O I then lie was not for Petitioning the Queen ; he'^s 
for M*" Maior's consent ; now lie's gone he's a pleasant man. I could 
make you laugh heartily about the address, but that till we be so 
happy to meet. M^ Houghton's ship Ebza is left out of the list ; 
hel be angry, M"* Clayton knew I would have put her in, and he 
would not lot me ; indeed half of the ships in will not go, and may 
prevent others that would go. The Commons addressed the C^ueen 
to-day, and adjourned till Wednesday. I wish I were at home till 
Friday morning. The post stays; I have but rudely answered 
yours. 

I am, &c. 

TuOB. JoHNfiON* 
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John Travers to Richard Norbis, July 16, 1702. — Leaves Sir 
Wiliiam NorrWs Election to be determined on by hie Friends. 



London, July 16, 1702. 
Mr Richard Norris, 
Sir, 

I cannot think that the Corporation of Leverpool can 
forgett the extraordinary service Sir W^ hath done for them, and 
should be heartily glad they always bore a sense thereof; but as his 
return cannot be within the time of the present election, I must leave 
you, and the rest of his friends, to judge of the expediency of pat- 
ting him up, And you, being on the spot, can better make a judgment 
dian myself, which, with my respects, 

I remain, &c., 
John Trav£Rs. 
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JOITNSON TO NORRTS, LIVERPOOL, OcTORER 9, 1702. ElpttlOn of 

Manor — Towns matters. 



Leverpoole, October 9^, 1 702. 
Mb, Rich^ Norri«. 
Sir, 

I am very much obliged with your kind letter of the S'*' 
curr*, to hear of jour health and prosperity Is most acceptable ; I 
should have been well pleased to have received some good news from 
my ever Hon*^ friend S^ W"^ Norris, I hope it is better with him 
than hero reported. 

I am not yet resolved when to be at London ; I should have been 
well pleased to have seen you there* I have wanted you. I tlnnk 
the Town not like itself, we being at such a loss for a Man as I never 
knew, M^ Benn and M»" Sweeting will inform you the Sunday be- 
fore they left Liverpool, M' Cleaveland having positively denied us, 
we concluded to put up M*^ Jos^ Prior, with which I must own I 
was not well pleased ; I complied with the rest ; M' Maior some 
daya after spoke t^j him, but Joseph confessing truly that he had a 
distemper in his head, he could by no means that year 8er\^e. Then 
we were again to seek. Last Monday we again (Mayor and 3 Ald*^) 
could think of no other but M"" Briggs ; he wm sent for, and readily 
accepted of the oflTer, but being too much elevated with the thoughts 
of it, was not able to govern himself, but after his usual manner, him- 
self to make the thing Public, was drunk two nights together. This 
made us send for him, and to be plain with him and short with you, 
I desired he would wait on M' Maior and desire to be excused for 
reasons he might give him, for found he was not able to govern him- 
Belf. This he took in the wrong sense, however I told him 1 would 



± 



9G 



THE NORKIS PAPERS. 



be of niy promise, and the next day being the Couiicill, I found 
Gent^ willing to the same, and we all agreed to chose our friend Jo. 
CockBhut. Jiot I omitteil to tell you M"" Fleetwood was here on 
Saturday, and in comj>any discourse falling he must be Mayor, and 
give 200 for the Organ. Some was very fond of this, and so Ibohsh 
to ofler him to be Mayor, and the next WTck a noise went about In- 
terest was making for him, and that iu our Ojuncil, and some ques- 
tions was put to M^ Maior that made us think to prevent any such 
thing. We filled up the Council to 41, and left no room for * * ♦ * 
* * * ^ with which I said you would be pleased ; the names of them 
are R. Barrow, Tho* Dean, W"^ Webster, Jo. Eaton and Jo, Fells, 
Ro. Seacoin, all honest men. The discourse of M"" Fleetwood va- 
nished. The SecJ, M^ Tyrer, and some others, are for M'" Briggs, 
but it will not do, nor do I believe it ; but when I consider M^ Tur- 
ner sells Timber and Eopcs, it almost makes me believe it, for M*^ 
Maior w^ould rather bind any one else than J. C, and I thought he 
was afraid he should lose an interest in the Capt". I have now tired 
you, and yet I cannot omit to give you our account on the other side. 
The Geii' now at London need not be angry their Tobacco is not 
here. Here's orders that all the principaf Officers shall be on all 
views, and the Land Waiter on the Ships. M*^ N» is to be on all 
views, Capt^ Harris is come here, and has complained to the Cora- 
m" too great damage are given, and desires some Gren^ may be sent 
to curb the ill practices of this mcked Port ; in short, all are foul 
frightened. M*" Straingeways is come back from Whitc-hai^en, and 
Bently and one Jones — — — sent in his place. I wish we bad ex- 
changed with W, I shoukl he glad to see you here at our Election. 

I am, &c. 



Tho* JoriNSON. 



Madam Norris, I suppose, acquaints 
you with the alteration in the Land Tax, 
which falls heavy on Speak ; we were 
out voted by 2, Several of our Neigh- 
bours went not with us. Now I tinnk 
I have told you most of what has passed- 
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Lin. 

The Same to the Same, Octoiier 18, 1702. — Sftme stthje^^L 



Leverpoole, Oetober 18, 1702. 

M* BiCHARf) NORRIS, 

Sir, 

Yoiil now be in expectation to know the success of this 
day, which after aome dispute we earried it very clear for M^ Cock- 
sliutt. M^ Maior and M^ Mauditt, with most of the Council, waa 
for M^ Briggs, I demanded a poll for M^ Cockshutt, soon after 
ho stood up and said he desired not to be cliose ; hut I told 
him I had given my vote, and now the Poll must go on ; if the 
Majority fell on him ho might fine ; in short M^ Maior believed 
the rcjjort of the Town, or rather Jo. Lady and Amery's elub, and 
thought Buro of it. Aid" Tyrcr (I thank him for it) sent to me this 
moming to know who I thought wonld be suitable Bailiffs for M"" 
Briggs, but ho had no oceasion. M^ Maior this morning told M' 
Mamlit he would be for M"" Cockshutt; he has changed 3 times in 
14* days. We had good sport for a little bit, hut they fell off to no- 
thing, the honest fellows eamc in droves. I do assure you I never 
asked man. Youll say this was a hold attempt to go against o Al- 
dermen aud moBt of the Council. I wanted you much. I have dis* 
obliged my old neighbour, and some others. We are not yet resolved 
when to set out, hut suppose on Friday.^ I have this nigltt account, 

* Thus Jolin«oo, instead of going- to London to iiABtat in llarlc^'*s ro-<jloction ag 
Speaker, (October 21,) stayed at homo to g^ofc a Major on his own aide. Cloroland 
was a great merchant. There were two brothers, John and WilUam ; the former 
wii« Mayor in 17*^11, and elected with Johnson tosenrothe borough in 17 U>; William 
was MeniWr in 1122. John bought the Birkenhead property ; William was father- 
in-law to Edward Norris. CockBhuti left no ion, and kk daughter married Hard- 
man, who wa.^ MA\ for Liverpool in 1754. CregsoD Bays that Cockshutt came from 
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the Ann and Mary is in Waterford ; she came out of Antigua the 
1»* of August, and on the 5*^^ met with a Pirate, who shot to bring 
him too, and killed the poor Master, and after took most of their 
provisions. 

I am, &c. 

Tho: Johnson. 



Leicestershire, (Staunton Ilarold,) and refers to Nicholls. He had a brother who 
waa a tailor in London. Li those days the sons of the best families were shop- 
keepers ; thus Robert Aston, Sir Willoughby*s son, and brother to Mrs. Magdalen 
Norris, was a linen draper. 

In these letters the two parties in the town are well set forth ; no doubt the belief 
in Anne's Tory predilections, and the ignorance as to the Duchess of Marlborough's 
Whig inclinations, greatly strengthened Bixtoth's party, in an age, too, when com- 
merce greatly depended on Goyemment ; but the eneigy of Johnson overcame all 
opposition. 

The allusion to the setting out refers to the custom of attending on horseback the 
Members for tho borough, when they went to parliament. This is frequently men- 
tioned in this correspondence, and eyery townsman seems to have made it his busi- 
ness to attend, and some to ride as far as Prescot. The ceremony sometimes occupied 
two days. Done writes, October 19, 17(^, — ^^ After a great fatigue yesterday and 
this day, waiting on our Parliament men part of the way to London.'* 
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PrrBR Hall to Bichahd Norbis, OcnonEn 20, 1702,^ Two mw 
Surveyors arrive at Lirerpod — Great semathu there. 



[Ths writer of this letter was Johnson s brotlier-in-law.] 



Leverpoole, Octo'^ 20, 1 702. 

Mil. IllCHARU NoBRIS. 

Dear iSir, 

Since my last we have 2 Surveyors come down from 
London, one M'' Manly, the other M*" Walker; uo one had any no- 
tice of them till they came into the Custom IIouso yard on Saturday 
morning, who iniinediately joined themselves to our Snr\^eyora to 
view tobacco, and asking whether they ha<l viewed any. They said 
one, which W Manly desired to see again, wliich was showed him, 
and had ISOft, allovred in, but ho said it was too much, and reduced 
it to 50ft. and put all the Pilgarlicks* into a cold sweat. They con- 
tinued all Saturday to view with great diligence, making very scurvy 
allowance on all that was dry, but did better than our surveyor did 
on w^ett. On Sunday, (to give you a journal of our proceedings,) 
after divine Servnco wo went to the Exchange to elect a new Mayor, 
and the old Mayor immediately proposed as a very suitable person 
M^ Jos* Brings, for whom he gave his vote, on wliich M^ Johnson 
demanded a poll for M** Cockshutt, which was granted, and then 
began old Jasper [Maudit^] M^^ Sharjdes, and most of the Council, 
for the first, who went on very briskly, insomuch I was astonished, 
and saw it was a trick of the old charter men, there being Ald^ 
Tyrer, Ald'^ Wiudle, M'^ Hurst, and many others, to back them, 
who at first seemed mightily pleased to se<j the poll go on their side ; 
but M^ Johnson began to labour very hard, and when once the Towns* 
men, uo way biassed, perceived the matter, they came in whole droves 
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for J, C\, who (juickly run ahead the first, which put the Gentlemen 
into mighty trouhle, seeing thia their plot blasted, and to our credit 
we set J, C. on the «eat; since which I have not seen his Worship, 
Monday nioruhig is come, and our 2 new Surveyors are on the 
ground before 8 o\'lock, and sent for the merchants to come view 
their tohacco. I began having eome few% and ivas secondeil by 
Mcss"^ Clayton, Houghton, and others, and maintained prt^tty sharp 
disputea with them ; after that we had about ten hogsheads Ro. and 
Eliz, in the yard, and M*^ Johnson, M'^Cleiveland, with about 8 more 
nicrcbants, all attended them, and continued a very abarp dispute 
about the nature of tobacco, especially such as deserved damage. 
They said they would not allow in any that was damaged before 
brought into the country, as house burned, sun burned, chaff, &c., 
but with much a*lo have brought them tolerably to stand on their 
feet, and hope in a few days to learn them go ; they secured all the 
officers'' books, weighed several hogsheads over again, sent for some 
hogsheads jishore which had been shipt otf, but found everything right, 
and our tobacco bad much contrary to their expectation, who are 
now, I believe, rather induced to think the Informers villains. The 
Ann and Mary is in Belfast, was taken y Pyrates, and Henry I^res- 
ton killed ; the John Ferrand was taken f the same, and is not yet 
arrived ; they plundered both ships' tobacco. 

I am, &;c. 

Peter Hall, 



[On October 27, 1702, Mr. Hall writes — " We have now clearly gained 
our }>oint with Messrs. Manly aad Walker, who are honest, nitioimU, and 
ingenious men, and hig with expectation at first, and treated ns as they be- 
lieved us to be, robbers ; but our Hglit now ttliiiies in darkness, ond there is 
not one word to be believed that was spoken against ns by the poor devils ; 
ihoy declare that they find us Lo be an honest, industrious people, and tliat 
we deserved encouragement. They have looked fit several of Mr. Johnson's 
hogsheads, who was chiefly complained against, and find every tiling in oar 
lavor and to their great satisfaction, saying that they have ha<l such a black 
character of as that all men slioukl not have persuaded them all was so fairly 
maiiaged.'*] 
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Johnson to Norris, December 1(>, 1702, — BUi for occaBtonal Con- 

fi^rviiiy — Johmon in favour of it^ Memifje for grant of 

df 5000 to Dukv of Marlborough^ and debate. 



[Thb feeling of deep avereion (the deeper bucaubte not unmixed witli nnjrti- 
fieation) wttli wliiuli the I^farlborougli fninilj regarded tlte Tories, after the 
suddeiij UDunimoiis, and snecussful oppossitioii wbich they gave to tlie Quct^n's 
message recommending the grant of £5000 per annum to Marlborougli to be 
made perpetual, is bfst sbown in the sUence of Burnet and Hookc iis to tlie 
transaction, l^lpli, {Other Side the Question, p» 104,) attack f* the Dticliess 
on the subject, — *' The open rupture between the Tories and the Marlbo- 
rough family, is not to be then ascribed to this bill,*' [against occasional con- 
fortnity,] "and we must look out for some other cnuse, which perhaps we 
shall find in t!ic follow ing incident, not tlie only one most discreetly left 
unnoticed both by your Grace and Bishop Burnet" ; and then the debate on 
the message of December 10, 1702, is mentioned* 

Now although the pohtics of the rest of Queen Anne's reiini turns upon 
this difference bctwet*n Marlborough and the Tories, yet of this debate we 
have hardly any account Coxe, and the editors of the Parliamentary His- 
tory, mention that MuBgrave and old Seymour tooV a part, but beyond this 
these writers knew nothing; and tlic graphic description here given by 
Johnson of the intense interest excited by the debate, of the want of union 
at first amongst the Tories, and of Harley's charaeteristic exhibition, {we did 
not before know that Harley spoke at all, and his speech, though briefly, is 
here adminddy given, as also Fiiicli's, which will he found echoed in the 
address,) all these particulars, so important towards a right understanding of 
a Btill very obscure passage lu English history, are supplied in the following 
letters. 

The initials we cannot satisfactorily explain, hut Musgrave, Seymour, 
Fineh, Strickland, ^c. arc well known persons, The two Liverj>ool Mem- 
bers voted with the Tories, Johnson, at this period, for the first and last 
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timoj icted generally with that party, and yet he did not support the hiJl 
agatji*t*<5ccasionaI conformity. There indeed was on Jolinson's mind a strong 
(^etiii> a^ainiit the lavish grants of Williara, of which be deemed this to 
Marlhorough by Anne a close imitation, and hence he seponited himself 
^.iroui his party. But the irrepressible burst of satisfaction with which he 
hoiicd Harlcy's resignation^ (February, 1707-8,) sufficiently proves the ob- 
stinacy of Johnson'B Whi^ prejudices.] 



Londou, Dec' 10^, 1702. 

Mn. IllCHARl> NORHIS. 

Sir, 

I am truly L-oncerued for M^ Cah]tiitt's fiimily, but glad 
M*" Manly, and Walker, will take notice of Iiis Son ; you may be 
assured that what we can fiuiher will not be wanting. I have been 
sometimes in hopes we should make a short sessions, but yet not so 
short as some would cut out ; but now 1 think w^e are but hcginning. 
Yesterday the bill to grant occasional Conformity came from the 
Lords, with several amendments, wJiicli, as 1 am told, occasioned some 
warm speeches, M' Clayton anil I w^as in the City, w*herc we are 
but seldom. Sir R. M. K. for 0. was the little B. D., he moved the 
order of the day, being the Land Tax, and that all Public business 
shouhl be put otV for a Week, and in short it was put off for Friday, 
and they went upon the amendments, and after the reading of them 
adjourned the further consideration of them to this day; when they 
went through them, some agreed, and most disagreed. One clause 
]>ostponed, and a committee appointed to consider of it ; it is in a fair 
way to be lost. I must own as I took it to bo designed, I was for it, 
and am still for that part which goes no farther ; but what's more 
I am against, and shall be able to give my reasoas. I am for ensnar- 
ing no hotly, nor is, I tliink, any body I represent. At near 5 this 
Evening we had a Message from the Queen, setting forth the great 
and signal service of the L'l Marlborough, which she had thought 
good to create a Duke, and for the support of that Honor to him, 
and bis hen's, she had tliought good to give him 5000' t* anu, out of 
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the Post Office, payable quarterly, and desired the house wo*^ enable 
her Majesty to continue the same sum to his Heirs. This seems to 
be a forward step, and no sooner read hut the B. D. like a youug K, 
opened the matter, extolling the great service of the Noble Duke, 
though I think he called him but Lord, and mightily blessing the 
late Reign, and concluded his motion. That a bill might be brought 
to assure the Duke and his Heirs what her Majesty had for her life 
given him. This being altogether irregular, yet wanted not seconds 
3 — 4, but old Mfis to his Honor be it spoken, stood iu the Gap, and 
told them how far he would pay his respect to her Majesty's message, 
and was not wanting to the Noble Duke, l>ut whilst he had the Honor 
to sit within those walls ho would never give his consent to give 
Money upon a bare Message, contrary to the Antient Constitution of 
the House. However, this did not silence flyers, and the debate being 
likely to continue. Candles w^cre called in, after which the old G. 
once more exercised his Talent, and then it was agreed to take the 
Message into consideration to Morrow Morning, which was regular. 
I may be blamed for writing these things, but you will manage pru- 
dently. I am troubled to see Men that I know made the greatest 
noise about their Constitution and the hardships of the people of 
England, and now those poor people can do any thing — here is a 
gloomy change in Men, but no more than I expected ; I think I told 
yon so before, I find it more and more every day. I have troubled 
you long, I hope you w^ill pardon me, 

I am, &c. 
Tho^i Johnson. 
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Tub Same to tiik Same, December 12, 1702. — Lord Derby^ Sir 

John Gower^ and l^aso of Castie — Difbate on MesMffe — Cudom 

House Officer informing to be made ^' truly black!"' 



London, December y 12, 1702. 

Sir, 

I had M' MaiorX with Letter to my L* Derby, which 
I think to deliver next week. 

Sir, I can communicate anything to you, as I know it will go no 
farther ; the thing is this, as I advised you, M' Ghiyton and I waited 
upon my L^ Derby, and he of himself said he designed to pleasure 
the Corporation with the Castle, and would put that and the botler- 
ago into his patent for \A Lieutenant ; we thanked his L^ip, and 
what more was needful. Now M^^ Clayton, I do believe, acquaints 
S'' John Leveson Gowcr with what had passed. S^ John tells him, 
*•'' I shall Petition, and Fll procure it from the Queen for a long Lease 
to the Corporation." This were certainly the best for the Town, but 
then how ill would this look when we had received such an offer from 
his L^^ship, we should go to oppose his L^^ship in that which has gone 
along with the Lieutenancy ; in short there is some Gon^ would have 
my L^ D. have nothing to do in the County. I hear nothing of 
D. Hamilton ; as you write, we live in a sad Malicious Age — was 
not I so hung up with him the last sessions, what shall I do ? I am 
sure ril not promote it, but stave him off to see the success of my L^, 
for he often talks of things, but is a long time before he does it ; ho 
was hasty to move for the Privateer bill, and as mad to second him, 
and finding some little difficulty, as that it might displease or displace 
some of his acciuaintanee, he will not be got to it. Do not say any- 
thing of this ; I will advise next Post if any further. 
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The Votes bIiow you how we proceecletl in the Queen's Message, 
wliich was debated so long that it put off the Land Tax. I thought 
nothing would ha^e moved some Gen^ to put off the Public business. 
We divided and lost it by ^, and after the debate was, if it shonld bo 
committed, and at last agreed. It does not go down well, I be- 
lieve we shall be able to give it a cant, if not withdravme. You are 
sensible what a noise such things made in the late Reign, and now 
they begin in the first year. This day was spent in private business, 
and in a Committee upon the Land Tax, and so go upon it to Mor^ 
row. I have no news, only M' Clayton's ship, the 4 Sisters, is taken, 
and several others of late brought in. 

Nash has put in his information, and says he doubts not but to 
make them good. One thing I am told is about M^ Scarisbrick's 
wine that was eoudoinned, but the Gentleman that told me said, that's 
our faults hero if the moiety does not answer the Duty, and truly eo 
it is, Culiford is tho only man that brings them up. I am assured 
we shall have a reformation ; we wiD endeavour to make hini truly 
black when M' Manly and Walker appears. 

I am, &c. 

Thos, Johnson, 



io(; 



THE NOREIS PAPERS. 



LVIL 

Thk Samk to the Same, Decemoek 15, 1702. — Dd^ate on Measoffe. 



Sir, 



LoDdon, Dec' y** 15^, 1702, 



What we advised the last post I know will make you 
and friends desirous to know this day's proeeedings. It was two of 
the clock before the House went upon the order of the day, which 
was to go into a Cointnittoo upon the Motion made for assuring the 
euin of =£*5000 f ann. to L^^ Marlborough and his Heir Male being 
read, they went into the said Committee accordingly, and the Gen* 
having agreed as it was before reported, and after by tlie debates 
a|)peared, M*" Finch making a very excellent discourse setting forth 
the great services of the Noble Duke, and the due regard we ought 
to have to our Gracious Queen, and enlarging upon the Message, and 
his estahhslnng an entire correspondence with the States General, 
and then w^ent to examine how we came to want a new establishment 
in their confidence. Gentlemen that represented this kingdom abroad 
took the hberty to represent the Gentlemen of England to be such as 
would introduce a French Goverum^, and said the Treaty of Parti- 
tion was carried on without the knowledge of the Emperor or States 
Gcn^. How should wo blame the States if they had not that entire 
eonfideiice in us ! Was it not good service to assure the States that 
the Gov^ of England was misrepresented ? 

I am not able to give you the fuU of his discourse, I can but only 
give some part, by which you may judge for yourself. He concluded 
with making this Motion according to the Kesolution of the Com- 
mittee, which I enclose you* 

M' Harley, Speaker, after complimenting M' Finch, — You are 
now upon a consideration of a very great weight and moment, atid 
doubt not but you will do wliat becomes a dutiful and loyal house of 
Commons to so great a Queen, the Merit of the Noble Duke do very 




wdl deserve* The Queen has acquaiotod you with his conduct, and 
which has confirmed the minds of your Friends, and certainly so great 
a morit ought to be rewarded, for if you cannot reward and punish, 
you are in bad circumstances. Grentlemen will take it into their con- 
sideration it waa far from bearing any proportion to the Service, it 
will be more Honor for the Noble Duke tbiit people should ask why 
he was not rewariled, than they sir' Bay why waa he rewarded ; he 
showed the benefit the Nation reaped by the Duke's servicer, and was 
out of hopes that you should ever have the like merits, with some 
other expressions I cannot reach, but said it would be always to the 
honor of the Duke that he has put a stop to any grant, and then seconded 
the ^lotion. Sevenil others spoke, but the next was M^ How, which 
was not without reflections, and that begott others ^ — but S^ W. St. 
[Sir William Strickland,] who is a bold Man, told him he did not 
know how that Hon^*^« Gcnt*« would como off with one resolution ho 
had often made in that House, which he thought he had failed in, 
except it was by seeing he bad got but ^ a place; you will under- 
stand it, iny L'^ Ranelaugh's place being divided, it caused tlio greatest 
Laugh that 1 have heard. J. H. did not answer it. S*' Edward Sey- 
mour soon after gave him a touch, for the same Ucn^ said he had 
none of the grants, and Sir Ed. said he had none, but he believed 
that Gen* might have i a grant, for S' W"^** father in law has a grant 
of 1000^ Y ^"^' This is no news, nothing more common, but I can 
not remember half. The house sat late, afler we dined, and I have 
been in the City about some business, or hatl been more particular to 
M^ Maior, an<l might have mended this. You will excuse it, 1 hope, 
had I time I might have made it more intelligible. All persons were 
unanimous in the Resolutions till the word Exorbitant Grants of tho 
last reign came in, and that occasioned a long debate. A Division 
at last ; Yeas 200, No^'s 89. This will bring the bill frjr resumption 
of all grants in the late Reign; one Gentleman said ho hoped to see 
it finished before the House parted. I have troubled you long. 

I am, &c. 
I wouhl not write this to any other, Tnos. Johnson. 

but you will pardon faults. I hope, and 
I am free with you. 
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LVnL 



Thc Same to the Same, Deckmbbe 17, 1702. — Oeo am sma l Cmf^- 
mUy—TheCadk. 



London, December 17^, 1702. 
Sir, 

I am fiivoured with yours of the 13^, and doubt not yoor 
prudent management of what I write ; my last fully answered yomi, 
giving you account how £Eir that matter of the Message was like to 
go ; tlio address is not come in. 

A conference was this day desired with the L^ upon the Amendm^ 
to the Bill to grant occasional Conformity, to which the Lords agreed 
immediately, in the painted Chamber, and the Manager i^pointed 
wont and delivered in the reason for their disagreeing with the Lords. 
1 do not think it much loss if the bill drop ; for my own part I do 
not think it of any service to the Church, the Government will take 
care to prefer such to offices of profit that will not go to Meetings; 
tliati and the nudcing Members, is the chief desire of most for the bill. 
I agree with you they are the least concerned about religion. I imly 
hinted about the Convoys ; our neighbours might consider to do as 
they pleased. 

Since the above, I am told the L^ Divided upon the Commons' 
roasonsi yeas 47, no^s 52, so that bill is lost. VL^ Clayton tells me 
1^ Derby has been with the Chancellor about the Castle, whb told 
him it was promised ; now how far S' Jo. was concerned I know not, 
iO oannot judge— if he is soliciting, it^s by a word or two in the 
** "itk Mid Bivar lota me know, but till I have better grounds for it 
*^ I shall wait upon my L**^ Derby in a Day or 
know if there is anything Vnit; if itoomee 
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to our share by either hand, it will be a great kindness to our Gor- 
poration, and I am sure I would not lose one moment to perfect it. 
He talks of going home very often, so one thing contradicts another, 
that there is no depending on any thing. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 



no 
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LIX. 

TtTE Same to the Same, December 22, 1702. — Caatk — Church — 
Justices of the Peac4^. 



London, December y« SZ""!, 1702* 
Mr. NoHBia, 

I ani Debtor to yours of the 15^^^ and 18'^ Curr. ; the 
last post I was got engaged with M"^ Manly and Walker, that I had 
not time to write you* I met with M*^ Manly in the Court of 
Bequests ; after the needful salutationa he asked for M^ Clayton, and 
said he wanted to speak with him, so I brought M"^ Clayton to him ; 
Boon after the discourse began he said, I have made use of your name 
to the Commissioners in my report, that you will assent that there 
will be no allowance made for any Tobacco but Wet, damaged, and that 
all Tobacco shall be exported as importedj 1 know several merchants 
are of your mind in Liverpool as to tlie Exportation ; then he rim 
on showing the advantages, and the old story how it would save the 
Land Tax. I told him that was a great work, and concerned one of 
the chiefeat Trades in England, and deserved a great consideration 
before Gent" run on such a thing ; my partner would have brought 
himself off as to the damage by proposing so much a pound, for what, 
says Manly ; computing what the dry Tobacco might at first weigh* 
Some men does not care what mischief they can do. Was there ever 
such a hellish design ? Do you think M'^ Houghton and others w^Ill 
not repent if such a question comes a foot ! The Corporation must 
certainly mark these men ; I always thought it. 1 w^arrant you he 
would have given Money that Manly had not spoken. He was no 
better a friend to our Salt aflair. Good Lord forgive such men. Aa 
to the Castle aflair, he has wrote a letter to M^ Mair, which he 
showed me, and said he thought not to send it ; I advised him not. 
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He purposes the getting a lease for 51 years; tliey ask £21 ground 
n?nt — that's too much* We have been several times to wait upon 
my L** Derby, but cannot meet with hira, I hope to Morrow we raiiy, 
and if any thing in this, my Lord will take notice of it, but it is all 
foul, I protest, and it goes not down with me, tliongh I know the 
advantage the Castle would be ; but as he Manages — - he calk it for 
the Church — w*hat will the Town be better for it? The Eectora 
will obhge you to make theni 200^ f^ ann., and if the Queen gives 
anything, they will have it* He never took me with him to Sir 
John, nor spoke when I w^as present, as 1 w^as there on other days. 
On Saturday some words past, I remember, but S^ John said, give m© 
in writing what you would have ; he said, after that, he had done it. 
I am sure I never saw him write, and if he did, such a thing ns that 
hh^ have been considered, and done handsomely. What shall a man 
do iTi this case I He gets it, and I do not join ; why then he has 
done it, and am sure the Town must not he twopence the Ijetter for 
it. He leaves that Corjioration like . In my next I will ad- 
vise some more, and be very free w^ith him ; pray communicate the 
needful to M^ Maior, and desire him not speake of it. 

I am, &c. 



TnOS. JoHNSOK* 



He recommended M' Houghton and 



Aid" Tyrer for Justices of the Peace. 
S*" John asked after M'^ Case, as he was 
concerned in Salt ; that overshipped 
him . 

The Gen* has a good Estate, he is something related to Sir John, and 
I believe he took it not well. 1 told him M^ Jirettargli^ w^as a fit man. 
Oh i he was in debt, and young, I wonder who is out of debt, or 
not once young t And yet he is not so very young. We wore on 
Sunday to w^ait on my Lady Norris, who is very %vell in hopes 
every day to see S' W™ : she was hard ufwn my partner, and he 
was very angry when he came out. Women will talk. 



Brettargb of Aigburtli was at t\w iLmo ofTering liis estate for sale. 
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LX. 

The Same to ttie Samr, December 29, 1702, — Ltterpod Towns 

affairs. 



London, Dec^ 29^S 1 702. 
To Rice^ NoRRis Esq. 
Sir* 

I am favoured with yours of the 2-5^^' Current, and am 
glad you are returned to Liverpool. I thought you were abroad, and 
BO wrote M"" Cleveland last post ; it's most sure as to the Tobacco 
business, it was concerted at Liverpool, for the Gent^ had not seen 
M"" Clajton before in London when be told him ho had made use of 
his name in hia Report ; aure the thing cannot be paralleled : what 
can I watch ? If once the thing is moved in the house it will go like 
lightuing. I am troubled you took notice of it to make it public — - 
now I would not have had it done ; however it's true* As to the 
Castle affair, I moved several times to wait upon my Lord Derby, we 
did go to the House, but did not meet with him ; but last Thursday 
I waited upon him with the Corporation Letter, which he received 
kindly. I was with hia Lordship some time ; he asked me about the 
place for Anns, and who had the care of them, I told him what I 
knew, he said there might be still a place left, then 1 thought I should 
take notice of what was done, which I did ; his Lortlship said he 
had no other interest but to gratify the Corporation, he also said Sir 
John Leveson Gower was endeavouring to bring it to the Dutchy, 
but took no further notice. I do not find a lease of 51 years taHU 
signify any thing, for whenever my Lord Mullineux bis heir please 
to qualify themselves they have a right to it. He's now off getting 
it to the Church ; I showed him y" inconveniency of that, or I rather 
tliink he advised with an Oracle, for after the post we went to wait 
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upon S' John [Qower,] but did not find him. I believe my Lord 
will not be displeased let it go which way it will, but in short it does 
not look well. 

I hear nothing what Nash and his partner does, but sure one story 
will be good till the other be told. 

I have no news, we want a Holland Mail. M^ Clayton asked me 
hard what M^ Mayor writes ; we had no News. He said M^ Hough- 
ton keeps a constant Correspondence with him, but I never see or 
hear one word what they are, as you will observe. I am sure we ought 
to make no progress in any affair wherein the Corporation'^s concerned 
without their knowledge and advice — you know people well, I need 
not describe them ; one might think they should be known to the 
world, our part at least. 

Thos. Johnson. 

Pray, when M' Maior writes, let it 
be joint, and take no notice of any par- 
ticulars. 
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LXl. 



The Samk to tuk Sami:, December 31, 1702.^ — Lirtrpoof Tawtis 

affuirs. 



London, Deromhcr ,*iL 1702. 

Mr. Rl€flAKD NoRBIrt. 

Sir, 

I have yoiirs of tlie 2P' Current, and do hope my letter 
may prevent any letter coming at this time about tlio Tobacco, except 
it be so worded that yon niiderstand endeavours are used, or will be, 
to take the allowances for Tobacco, and that your letter be directed 
to us both to use our intereBt to present any such bill or practice lieing 
set on foot. I believe Manly makes it his business to hand it about, 
and the extraordinary damages given with us, and the bad Tobacco 
we import » Sir William Deans told me to-day he dined at a Mer- 
chant's bouse where all the Surveyors of the Port dined, and after 
some discourse about Tobacco, and his complaining how they had 
lost their Trade, he said you had 100,000 allowed for damages in one 
ship, and some other circumstances, that I found it came from Manly. 
He could give an account of the Town, and bow they lived, and said 
he was told M^ Houghton had a fine liouse, and kept gCKid wine, but 
we all hved frugally ; M"* Clayton bad a fine house, but it was not 
furnished. Now I suppose these Gentlemen thought we did not 
make enough of them ; when they come again we shall know better 
how to deal with them. We arc sadly envyed, God knows, especially 
the Tobacco Trade, at home and abroad. 

You observe right, it does not look well to bring in a bill to resume 
the grants of K. W,[illiara,] and not of K. J.[ames,] for it would 
have looked better to have both, and after if they had seen no reason 
for the latter, it could then but have dropt ; there is but 2 or 3 in that 
reign. 
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But that every body does not know, but that we are going on 
strangely, the country cannot relish these things well, especially that 
part relating to officers sitting in the house, when those very Gentle- 
men in the last Reign would even allow of none. 

I think the bill for qualifying Members will come to nothing ; for 
my part I do not care, for I do not think ever to come here again 
after this time is over. Next week we shall give a guess how these 
things will succeed. 

1 am, &c., 

ThOS. JoHXtfOX. 
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The Same to the Same, January 5, 1702 [3]. — The same subject 



London, Jany 5, 1702[S]- 

Mr. Eich^ Norris. 
Sir, 

I have none of youra unanswered will occasion brevity this 

post* I join with M"* Clayton in a letter to the Corporation, about the 
Castle, for the contents of which I refer you ; it's plain the Interest of 
Sir John carn^s it from my Lord, and now* our business, after the plan is 
sent up, is to make the best bargain we can, for that it must come to. 
I believe you will think I am as much fur the Corporation's Interest as 
any other, but I cannot think this leavso can empower us, or encourage 
us, to build or improve much, for the reasons I formerly advised ; I 
do not sec any occasion for you now to lay dow*n how it may liest be 
improved, that's litter for your consideration hereafter, ^ — ^but that a 
handsome plan be drawn, and that the aide next the Sugar House be 
made the front ^^ — that is, taking it from M"" Danver's Garden wall to 
the farthest extent towards the Foole Lane. I thought M** Cla)i:on 
had been of that of the Parsons entirely, but I find not ; but how- 
ever as this Letter now is w^ordcd, if the grant be so, and that it will 
be good in Law, which I make some question, then it w^ill answer 
our end, if it leave the Inhabitants any change. That, I think, yon 
must take notice of in your Letter to us, and desire you will advise 
about it. He is satisfied the parsons have enough, and will take an 
advantage to get more if in their power, and therefore it is our Interest 
to prevent it. Consider amongst yourselves wdiat rent might be, — 
agreeing the Materials are worth money — and that may ease the 
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Rent if we eho^ be tied up, but I hope the Honoi-able jiei-sons will 
not screw us too higli. 

M^ Clayton was very iingry at tbc Letter, and particularly against 
you; he seeras well satisfied now, aud this seems to please him, I 
told him the Letter w^as very w*ell done, and took notice of his Inter- 
est, and no ways reflected upon him, but hoped he would do nothing 
that so much tended to the disadvantage of the Corporation without 
advising with them, a tiling higlily reasonable. Pray did M^ Pern- 
berton, M"* Par, and others, deny to sign \tt I judge tbey did, for 
he said there was as good Men had not signed it as had ; hut if those 
good Men knew the consequence of Manlcy's proposal, they w^ouUl 
be of another mind, for if ever they attempt any part they will de- 
stroy the whole. We shall have the grants of K, J. [King James] 
laid betbre the House, and those which are tliought exorbitant will 
have the same fate as those of K. W™. M"^ How took notice of it 
to-day, the House adjourned tilt Tlmrs^lay ; the public business will 
be over speedily. 

Since we wrote the Letter, are informed M' Leigh is Surveyor^ 
and lie*'s coming from London, so we sliall get Ins Warrant to M*^ 
Moss ; however, M' Moss may send us one in the mean time. My 
service to all friend h. 



I am, &c, 
Thos. Johnson. 



By these papers before the Honso^ our 
Fleet and Land forces arc designed for the 
Mediterranean. You hear the fate of our 
countryman Kirby* in the West Indies, 
shot to death, he being a Coward. 



^ Smollett's IlUior^ of Emjlund, toL it. p. 38. Kirby wii aliel tA PljmoutU, and 
not in the West Indiei« IIo commaDcled the Do^onec, af iixty-four guiit , We 
eonclade he wan of the fmiiily of Kirhy of Kirhy, m diNtinguMheil tii i\m Civil wnn. 
Johnson dluden in another letter tn this uf^i or, ok though hr had inr>re than a coin- 
tnon interest in bim. Htiger Kirby af Kirhy was Hberiff of Lancjwhiro in \W\ aud 
died in bis y9»r of office. 
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[The foregoing letter betrays the feeling as to the Church, from which its 
dependence on the Corporation, and on rates, was perpetuated. Neither 
Johnson nor Clayton were inimical to the Church, but the building of St. 
Peter 8, and the endowment of the two new Rectors, were viewed as great 
efforts on the part of the Toi^n. The negociation for the Castle, burthened, 
as Johnson frequently reminds Richard Norris, with a right, only sus- 
pended, of the Molyncuxes to the possession, must have been brought to a 
close before 1715, when an act was obtained to build a Church on the site 
of the Castle, — St George's.] 
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LXIII. 

TnE Same to the Same, January 9, 1702[3]. ^ — The same subject. 



London, January 9t\ 1702 [3]. 

Mb. KrCHARD NORRIS. 

Sir, 

I am favoured with j'ours of the 5*^ Current ; for answir, 
I was of opinion that M^ Clayton would write passionately, for that 
he was ill vexed, and is no less so now% since he had your letter, but 
he does not discover it to nie, nor I auk him no questions ; he has 
been bringing out half words and turns them some other way, hut I 
knew what he's chewing on, I hope he will have no opportunity 
this sessions to show himself publicly, or certainly he would do it. 
He makes all these officers think liim a saint, for no man talks ao 
Diiich against friends, which he spares not as they come in his way. 
I hope we may have an opportunity to discourse the matter fairly at 
Homo, and that every body may speak their judgement freely. Cer* 
tainly his letter is a great reflection upon all the Merch^ in Town 
that ever repack t ; my neighbour, R. H,[oughton,] does not escape; 
alas ! there's the rise of it, he sees he's outdone — it's a sad temper, 
God knows ; when these Gen* comes to be partners they will make 
havock with us, but as you say, I hope they will not stop up the 
Eiver. Sir John Leveson Gower spoke to me yesterday, and told 
me your business of the Castle meets witli opposition from my Lord 
Derby, that he had been himself to wait on my Lord, but could not 
meet with him ; he desired M"" Clayton and I w^ould wait on his 
Lordship, and acquaint him what was doing for the Corporation, and 
to desire his Lordship would not oppose it ; we should have gone 
to-day ; M'" C. shrunk another way, and I believe expected I should 
go myself; now% I am thinking to w^ait upon bin Lordship as I did 
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before, and *i6 1 advised, his Lortlship did not say anything against it, 
but I may acquaint his Lordship that we shall take it as kindly from 
his Lordship that it may come this way to the Town, being more 
certain, and we shall look upon it as great an obligation as if his Lord- 
ship gave it ns — now this looks damnable lU, pray consider my case, 
had I not been some way hearkening to this proposal of sir John^ 
and it shonld have gone that w*ay, O ! then, who but him and his 
friends f In short, it's done for nothing in the world but to lessen 
my Lord's Interest if possible ; now amongst friends, my Lord will 
never have one friend less, nor they two more.* This day was a con- 
ference with the Lords, which M^ Bromley reported to the House, 
and are verv fulL some call them bantering, but truly several of them 
are weighty, and such as we cannot answer ; they insist upon most 
of the Amendments-^ They were too long to copy to Day, being 
past one o'clock before they were reported, and the whole time after 
was taken up in attending the report of the Malt Act, in which were 
amendments to be made that concerned all our Malters, though they 
never let us know an jibing from them. A Warrington man told 
me some time since of the practice of the officers, or had not known 
it till we heard some in the house speak of it. 

I am, &c. 
Twos. Johnson. 



' Lord Derby wiis a Whig, and at this time his party waa out of power. 
^ These were the proceedings on the bill against occasional conformity- ^ Pa Wia- 
mnniary HiHortf^ p. 59, et leq. 
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LXIV, 

The Same to tub Same, January 14, 1702[3.] — The mme subject. 



London, Jan)" 14, 1702 [3]. 
I am favoured with jours of the the 10 Cur, ; for answer, my 
last adviaed how S*^ John advised us to wait on my Lord Derby to 
have his assistance about the Castle, which was a little surprising, 
and really I wajs at a stand what to do ; however, I knew my Lord^'s 
intention was to serve the Corporation, and if S^ John designed no 
private end, my L*^ I did not doubt, but would readily give his consent; 
accordingly, yesterday morning we went to wait on his L*'ahip,— when 
we acquainted his L'^ship with our business, his answer was^ with all 
his heart, if S^ John designs the advantage to the Corporation, but I 
have thus far understood S^ John was for joining it to the Dutchy ; 
ray L** said he told my L** Marlborough that the Arms of the County 
were kept in a part of that Castle, and it had 1>een in the hands of 
the late L** Lieutenants — ^we told my L*^ that we always proposed 
to make a place for the Arms, which he was pleased with ; truly we 
are much obliged to him, I told him, as I bad done before, that I 
had orders from the Corporation to assure his L^^ship they would 
rather want the Castle then oiler anything that should be displeasing 
to his L**ship, M' Clayton was present. Now this success, you 
must believe, pleased my friend W. C, and made him farther on the 
day tell me of yours and M^ Maior''B letters, which oeeiisioned some 
words ; I need not relate aU. Soon after, I received MauditX with 
CounceUs Opinion about the Castle, which I showed him, I am 
afraid at the last we must all be beholden to my lA Derby to have it 
under him, for it appears that my L*^ Mnllineux has a title to it 
whenever he will qualify himselt^ nay, has power to put in a Deputy. 
We desire to have a new Opinion about it very speedily, and proceed 
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accords^ as we are advised. I have told him of this all along, but 
could never persuade him to think of it. I am doubtful we cannot 
get an Act of Parliament to take away another^s right without a con- 
sideration to the Crown and them claiming. As to what you write 
about the address for stopping the Post, the Queen seemed to be 
pleased with it, and most I hear are of opinion that the Dutch will 
comply witji it. 

O ! that Action in the West Indies is not to be forgot ; the dead 
Warrant is signed.^ What news we have I refer you to M"" Maior; 
these bils makes clashing between the two Houses — we are a mighty 
unhappy people, the Lord preserve us — nothing but hanging and 
beheading one another, and censuring the Bishops ; we never prize 
our Mercys. 

I am, &c. 

Thos. Johnson. 

* For Kirby'a execution. 
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LXV. 

Thb Same to the Same, January 16, I702[;i]. — TowfCsa£aif$ — 
A buse of the Tories — A nd of Mr Bold, 



London, Jan) y* \^% 1702 [3], 
Honi Sir, 

I havo your kind letter of the 12'^ Curr*', and obscn^e the 
Oontents ; for aiiswtT, we liave made no i\irther progress about the 
Cawtle; we talk of advising with Counsel, but does not, and I think 
it a folly for us to trouble ourselves and friends till we know upon 
what grounds we shall be the »ectireat, M'' W, 0. received the plan 
from M' Moss, but never shewed me his letter ; bo said M' Maior 
would not send it him — w%i8 it so I 1 liardly think it. It's a sad 
S*, you say right, and hope shall never see the two Oen^^ joined to- 
gether — I am satisfied they are enemies to the present Constitution of 
our Corporation, Some words drops that they are not so well pleased 
\dth being out of the troverning part, as they would make us !>elieve. 
My last letter but one in some measure answers that part of )'our 
letter relating to My IJ^ Derby, whose kindness I must always own, 
and I hope the Corporation will never forget it too. 

On Thursday, when the ^lalt past, and the Speaker, as usual, 

says, is it y' pleasure your worthy Member M**- — carry it up to 

the L'^ i And he says order it. Seynior desired it might not then 
bo put, so it lay the next day. M^ Boyle moved that the bill might 
be carried up, it was seconded, and M^ Howe spoke handsomely 
about it, and wondered the Iren^ should oppose the Carrying a money 
bill up to the Lords, he thought it was a distrusting her Majesty 
that she would not give time to the perfecting the necessary bills. 
This brought the old Gen*, and others, as M. II 



, up, and this 
was debated 3 hours, so that >ve lost the linishing the subsidy bill 
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that (lay — these are the Men for the Public good f I leave you to 
judge we are but in a miserable condition, God Almighty open the 
Eyes and hearts of the Commone, that they may be able to diBcera, 
and know, who are for the Interest of their Country ; nothing but 
pride reigns amongst most of these Courtiers — the number I hope 
will increase of Men truly concerned for the Public. We have got 
a Petition to the L*^ Treasurer^ and are to meet M' Lownes to-night 
about it ; M'' Richmond, I hear, wrote M' Bald to assist us — ^if he 
knew how ready he is, ho would have saved himself the labour of 
writing, but suppose he had other business, however we are obUged 
to him, he was never so kind as to desire us, I never saw M^ B. two 
hours, nor I think one since I came except to servo some turn ; God 
help the Country, who really are in the hands of a few men, they are 
easily named. My old cold is violent upon me, the Lord send mo 
quit of It, Our Committees are over^^ — we have had 3 this week, 
two lasted till one o'clock and very throng, and at the last carae to a 
drawn battle, for they got one of each side, for thats the contest 
generally, which shall gain. I hope next week we shall be able to 
give you some certain Acct* of the Castle, and my L^ Treasurer's 
answer about the Bonds ; I wish we could serve you, 1 have no 
other End, I thank God, and every man's interest is mine, I am 
sorry for the loss of the Society — the Men are saved — pray was 
any great Cargo on board her I Do you despatch the Mercy or we 
had as good stay at home. It^s bcHeved these ships, said to be hound 
for Jamaica, go to Portugal, or the straights. My L'' Peterbrough, 
its s^, does not go for Jamaica. My service. 

Yours &c., 

TUOS. JoHNdOF^. 



THE NORRIS PAPERS. 



125 



LXVL 

This Same to thk Same, January 30, 1702[^]* — Jokiumi illy 
attended bi/ Br. Raidiffe. 



Sir, 



London, Jany y« mY\ 1702 [3]. 



I have your kind letter of the 26^^, which, God be praised, 
found mo much recavered. Doctor Ratcliffe* w^ia very careful of me, 
and more then I have heard, he never failed a day to corae to see me, 
and his apothecaryB, very able Men, 3 or 4 times a day. These helpa, 
through the great goodneaa of Almighty Ood, haa wonderfully restored 
me, and hath since added the dear company of my poor wife, got her© 
after a tedious journey. I am infinitely obliged to you, and my other 
goml friends of Liverpool, for their extraordinary kindness towards 
me and her. God grant I ever be able to make you an acknowledg- 
ment. As soon as I am able I design to leave this place, and hope 
once more to enjoy your good company, which is always most accept- 
able ; for news you will excuse — have neither read nor heard any 
since this day fortnight- My D"" gives you his service ; pleaae to ac- 
cept the same from 

Yours, &c. 

Tho8. Johxsox. 



' It in pleAttAnt to find two «ii€h men meeting am Jolinson and RadclifFej, and j^till 
more agreeable tliuft to detect tlie gCKKl feeling towards tlieir rppreaentatiTo in the 
town of Liverpool. In 1704 Johiwton wont to Lathom Spa for his health ; he dc- 
•eribcfi the company and wulks Uh excellent, a good greeOj and the 8p:L hettor than 
tlmt at ** Naeiborougb,'* (Knarc^bo rough). The ^me (howl*) he etate* to be very 
high, — thrMpenct. 
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LXVII. 

Tjie Same to the Same, Feh. 4, ]702[3]. — Liverpool affairs. 



[Mr. Johnson writes to Mr. R. Noma,] 

London, Feb? 4, 1 702 [3]. 

What M^ Cla}ioa writes you, or does, I know not ; ho tells 
me a great deal, and very busy be is. He showed nie a letter from 
M^ Maior and others, I suppose in answer to bis, I [wonder] at 
Gent: that w^rite things so dilVerent in one letter, for they say shall 
treat with uiy Lord, and at the same breath say he has no title, and 
desire M^ Clayton to proceed. So do I, but "'tis after this manner; 
since ever I received the copy of the Crraut from M^ M audita that we 
consult with Counsel if the Queen can grant the Castle for 51 years; 
if she can, then we are to proceed and make our interest to procure 
the Orant; if she cannot, but the Lord Molyneux has a title, then 
we must treat with liiui ; but here we spend time, and feed ourselves 
and friends with fancies to no purpose. Please God 1 get out, 111 
advise myself, 1 have desired liim to be plain with Sir John, and 
when I urge hini to go on ane%v, we must see what my Lord Moly- 
neux will do; if we have any dependence on bini we shall come short. 
If we could have been content, we might have bad it my Lord Derby's 
time, and I think my Lord M. would never have disputed; time 
must determine if that had not been best, but it's hard to have to 
deal with some men. We have no answer from our Petition to the 
Treasury, but hope it will be granted after the Parliament's up. M*" 
Clayton has stootl by the Comm" ol" Customs, and he expects tbey^'l 
do an)"thing for him. He says be has desired Nash and Harris may 
be removed from Liverpool, hut it's after such a manner that I did 
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not observe any reason given. He did not, as I find, justify the pre- 
sent officers, nor condemned these, but said he was not against them 
being preferred so that it was not Liverpool, and gave for reason that 
N. had abused M"" Maior ; but this is some of the old p* [pranks ?] 
I have been several times with this Gentleman there, who would never 
say one word to the Comm" of them, and truly I have not thought 
good myself, but what has been to some of them privately. Who 
will be our Surveior, cannot determine, but it's most certain they'll 
finish us if they can. Farewell all good allowances. 
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LXVIIL 

Thk Same to the Same, Livehpoou Jvkk 25, 1703. — Literpoal 

affairs. 



Liverpool, June y« 25*^, 1703. 
Dear Sir, 

I am favoured with yours of the 22*^ Curr., and am very 
gla^l you are safely returned to London. I hope it will not be long 
before we shall have your good Company at home, vvhicb I much 
long for on several Acco^*. Wc have been Hon*^ this two days past 
with your goml Bro^ Norris's Company, to whom we are extremly 
obliged. We bowded very hard both the days,^ and not less the latter 
day, when we beat Topping Bowlers ; we wished heartily for you ; 
you would have been well pleasetl to have seen Cousin Maude^ley 
dribble out his 14 to 1 2, and often hia 2 and 6 to 2 — those that wins 
may laugh, but not always so with me. 

1 thank you for your gootl news ; it is very great all of one post. 
Our new^ Church goes on well ; we now agree to seat it with oak, 
though I saw your Hand for fir, but I believe you were out done at 
that time — things go on pretty well at the Custom House. 

All our Town is at Chester fair, but to-morrow we will see to get 
the petition so long talked of 

I am, &c. 
Thob, Johnson. 



* The old bowling green on Mount Pleasant. Cartwright aaya— ** 19 Septr. 16tS7p 
1 went with Sir Tboa. Grosveoor, Mr. Blasscj^aiidinjeon to Liverpool ; clinod with 
mj Lord Molineux at tlie Bowling Green," Hoscoe was bom at the Iiouko where 
lib father lived, and kept the green. Though long ago taken down, there is an 
engraving of the bouje. At the period of the«e letters it was the place of meeting 
of the higher class of inliahitants, and as an excuse for not sending anj new8| tlie 
pbrase occurs, " I have not been lately at the green J' 
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LXIX, 

The Samb to the Same, Septemukr 17, and October IG, 1703*^ — 
Materiak/or St Peters Church* 



LeverpooK 17 Sept^ 1703, 
Pleaao to enquire what we can have your black and white 
marble for ^ stoop, or yard, proper to lay iu the Chancel ; we shall 
%vaiit as much as will lay about 40 yards. But we w^ould know tlie 
charge before we engage, lest it be too large for ua. We have ordered 
the black flag from the Isle of Man to lay the Ilea wuth ; it w^ill he 
much better than our common flags. 



240 feet of Marble at 21^ ^ £2\, 

450 feet of do. at do 4?39 . 7 ■ 



6. 



OcL 16, 1703, 
In my last I omitted to enclose you a draught of the Chancel 
wTiich is now sent ; w^e desire only within the Rails, marble, white 
and black, without will be seats, or may be flagged with Manx flags, 
the same designed for the body of the church- 

Your good Brother [Dr. Edward Norris] was here this day, and 
did us the honor of becoming a momhor of this antient Corporation, 
at the same time M' Squire w^as sworn, after which we waited upon 
your brother to M'" Swarbrick's, and drank your good health. M' 
Norris, after all liis extraordinary kindness, was pleased to give M' 
Stythe six pounds for the poor. I hope w^e shall not prove ungrateful, 
(l)ut when opportunity,) acknowledge these favours. 

We are now^ come to the 1 7^, and do not find M' Cleaveland will 
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comply, but rather preparing to dispute it, of which I think he**!! 
have no good ; some are cruelly vexed that we proceed thus, however 
we shall not give them such an opportunity. I shall not now en- 
large, but next post give you a Ml account of our proceedings, and 
shall be impatient to hear how you approve of them. 

[The above extracts chiefly relate to the building of St Peter's Church. 
Mr. Stythe was the first Rector of Liveq>ool.] 
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LXX. 

The Same to the Same, Liveri»ool, Octobeb 15, 1703. — Lherpool, 

afairg. 



Liverpool, Oct^ 15^^ 1703. 
Mr. Richard Ndrris. 
Sir, 

I observe you approve of our choice of Counsel Men 
which 18 well, since which we have gone further, and are reyolved to 
try what we can {lo. M"" Earle refusing put mo a little upon the 
thoughts, so w^e resolved to advise with Counsel if we could fine any 
persons that was Elected Council Men and refused to serve, or could 
we choose those Mayor or Bail i fa, though they were not actually 
sworji ; to these we have received a satisfactory answer, that they 
may be indicted and after fined, or a Mandamus brought against 
them to show^ cause ; upon this M'' Mai or called a Council, and voted 
M"" Cleaveland, M"" Flurst, and M'^ Earlo Council Men, and served 
them %vith the Election under our Corporation Seal, and this day they 
appeared, hut all refused to be sworn. Now we do resolve to Elect 
M*" Cleavelan*! Mayor, M"" Earl one Bailiff, and if they refuse us wo 
believe they will have one Mandamus for all ; if we now look back 
we are shamed. I shall be glad you approve of these proceedings. 
M*" Moore seems w-ell pleased ; as M*^ Maior tells me, he loves Money, 
and is afraid of that. If we make a return of this Election, M** 
Maior must continue till the matter is ended. Wo thought it better 
then to proceed by a fine in our own Court, and indeed it lights a 
little unfortunate M^ Hurst is their Man of the Jury, and the rest 
made of such as are not usually of that Jury* Our Bailifls are too 
good to learn, and our Town Clerk never minds to inform them. I 
think we ought to exert our Power in that case as well as any. 

I am, &e. 

Thos. Johnson. 
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LXXI. 

John Cock SHU TT to Bichard Norris, October 15j 1703. — Lirerpoal 

affain. 



Liverpool, 15 Octo^ 1703. 

To Mr, Richard Nohris. 

I notice yours relating to M"" Travers^ money, due to him 
from the Corporation ; pray settle that account. 1 have some time 
since your brother's draft on you for d^50, which I designed to write 
you to apply to that affair* You may remember the Corporation is 
nigh i^tiOO in advance towards building the new Church, so 1 desire 
you'l perteckt the at!air ; have paid of the Principal £1l(^i\ and all 
the Corporation's arrears for Interest, at present can do no more. 
We resolved in full Council to elect John Clieveland Mayor, which 
he appears obstinate, and so are resolved to try the validity of our 
charter. M"" Hurst and Earlo are chosen Councilnicn — arc resolved 
to send for niandamusses for them. I refuse to stand on Monday next, 
for I fear shall be contmued Mayor, durante placito. 

1 earnestly desire you in behalf of W''^ Baals of this Town, whose 
interest the deceased Sir W^ Norris got minuted for a Tyde waiter's 
place of this Town, both at Trcasurcr''a and Commissioners'' office, 
for the first vacancy that falls ; having no friends to pursue that order, 
begs the favour of you to use your utmost endeavours to obtain that 
grant, which favour will ever oblige, &c. 

Jno. Cockshutt. 
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LXXIi 

Johnson to B. Noeria, October 19, 1703. — Literpml affairs. 



Sir, 



Liveqjool, Oct' y« l^^\ 1703. 



I received youra of tlie 1 &^ Curr*, with the Newspaper, 

for which I tliank you. I can now advise you our friend M'' John 
Cleveland was sworn this day Mayor. He waa carried off by some 
pereoos yesterday, and would not come in, hut went direct out of 
Town ; great threats and endeavours have been used, but now va^ 
nished, all people generally well pleased to see some people disap- 
pointed. A great Councell was held last night at a great new House 
in our Street, the result I know not, but the end you see. All the 
Old C* [orporation] was sent for ; M'' Allensfijn pretended some busi- 
ness and did not go. Yesterday inoming M'' Maior found a disposi- 
tion in M' Cleavland, and asked him who he thought on for Bailifts; 
he told him M"" Earle and M^ Dean, but in less than an hour conies 
B^ M. very full, and brought M' H. Parr for his Voucher, that M^ 
Clayton would serve thera the next year, but it waa hard to compel 
any man, nay he could not serve, for that he had not taken the Abju- 
ration Oath at the time appointed, had frightened M^ Parr with the 
penalty of 500', and thought he could do so to us ; I told him be was 
of another opinion, he knew very weU M'^ Clea viand was in ofRce at 
that time, so was not under any Penalty, But observe he was not 
capable to serve, not having taken such an oath such a time past, yet 
he would serve the next year and run the Hazard; in short he was suf- 
ficiently laughed at. A great many words we had, and very hot, too 
long to tell you, but this passage we could not omit* M^ Maior find- 
ing M"" Earle so positive he would not serve, was resolved not to 
choose him BaiUff, but chose Charles Diggles, and Joseph Eaton ; we 
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design to proceed against M^ Hurst and Earle on Friday, if they 
come not in, — Grod send them safe. I write M^ Gaime to insure 
lOOO^ for me. Bowen, the Tide Surveyor, is dead. Poor M» Ogles 
has had fair promises, he desires you will put M^ Fazakerley, the 
Chamberlain, and M^ John Francis, in mind of this vacancy, or 
that something may be done for him, he has a numerous fiEimily, he 
desired me that I would write you. 

I am, &c., 
Thos. Johnson. 
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Extracts from Two Lettebs, 0€Tober 22, and DECEMnER 10, 

1703, W. Squire and Mks. Markland, Relating to 

Ann Norris'^s Marriage, 



[In 1680, CartwTigbt mentions in his Diary, tliat — -"The parisliioners of 
Chi Id well brought me Mr. Ambrose his resi^ation, anil 1 promised to pre- 
sent u new vicar before Cbristmas, and wrote word to my couftin Peter 
Whallcy that I would give it to my coiisiu Tliomas West." Ou the IHtli 
of February the Bishop writes, ^ — ^" I gave institution to my Cousin Thomas 
West to the vicarage of Cliildal, and made him my chaplain," This Vicar, 
whoj from bis patron, may be supposed to have heen uncomfortably placed 
after the Revolution, resigned in lOHO, and Ralph Markland succeeded him, 
and remaiaed here until Iiis death in 172 L He was a person of literary 
taste^ wTote a hook on the art of shooting flying, hut is best known as the 
fatlier of the celebrated Jeremiah Marklund. There were several letters of 
Ealph Murkland s in this collection, and especially ahout sending Jeremiah 
to Christ's Hosjntal, which was accomplished throngh the interest of Mr, 
Norris's relations, the Garwa3's ; hut these papers were given by a former 
poesesaor to James Hey wood Markland, Esf|, of Bath. The Marklands lived 
on terms of perfect friendship with their parishioners at Speke, The fol- 
lowing in part of a letter from Mrs. Markland to the widow of Thomas 
Norris, and conveys the gossip of Child wall to Aston, The letter was 
written in 1?03, and alludes to the recent marriage of Aun N orris with Mr. 
Squire.] 



Liverprjol, 22 Octo'", 1703. 
Mr. Richard Norris, 
Df Brotlier, 

I presume Brdr Norris advisM you ttuit I was happyly 
married last Tuesday ; I do assure 'tis uo small augmeutation of my 
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satisfaction to be so nearly allied to you. M"" Mayor, M^ Johnson, 
atid M*^ Clayton, with several of the Corporation, dined yesterday at 
Speak - 

I am, &c. 

Wm. Squire. 



The Lady Norris bought the wedding clothes* the old Lady 
tliinks they are too fine, the silk cof?t ten shillinga a yard, it is scarlet 
eatin flowered with yellow and trimmed very well with silver, and 
all things according. The Doctor and M^ Alderman are well at Lon- 
don, they do not expect them down 'til towards the spring ; they 
botli come together, as it is thooght. Within this while Mr, Mark- 
land will write to you about your money ; he liears of a place, but is 
not rightly satisfied about the security, yet he %vill make farther in- 
quiry, and let you know. Our daughter Mall is at School, and goes 
to learn anything with her needle after Christmas, She is to work 
for herself anything that I %vill set her about, and my request is to 
you, or Madam Betty, if you have any french [>aillring for embroider- 
ing, or sprigging, or flourishing, of muslin, that you Mill please to let 
her do it ; her mistress promised she will take care that she does her 
work as well for me as for herself, besides, this sort of thing is too 
fine for her, and too chargeable for her father's pocket. Katy gives 
her service to you and Miss. One of the biggest boys has been scalded 
very ill, and a sad time he has had. Pniy my service to Madam 
Betty, I wish her a happy new year, &c, 

M. Maekland, 
Dec- 10, [1703.] 

[TuK above alludes to Mr. S(|uirc's mnrriage -with Mrs. Ann Norris*] 
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RKLATIffO TO THE TyLDESLEYS ExTRACTS FKOM LeTTEF8 OF EdWAED 

AND Thomas Tyldesley, and Case, 1704 — 1705. 



[The reader is here presented witli almost the last scene in the fortunes 
of the Tjidesleys, Tom* Tyldesley, as he signs himself, was grandson of 
that great Cavalier Sir Thomas Tyldealey. It is indeed most painful to con* 
template this dc»cendnnt of so famous a race, Aveiglied do^vii ^viih deht, 
and habits of intemperance. He says in one of his letters {June 30, 1705) 
'* I long to come to Liverpool to show how far better I am, for I have left 
off drinking," 

Tyldesley had been sold, Holcroft waa now shout to be exchanged for Sir 
William Nolris's gold, andj peevish from age, misfortune, and drunkenness, 
Tyldesley retired gloomily to Fox Halh situated on the sea side at Black- 
pool, amidst a i^dld and sequestered district. His house^ conslrncted for the 
purposes of concealment in tljosc days of plots, excited the wonder of later 
genemtions; and idle stories of its having concealed the Pretender, in 1745, 
are still current In Cohen's list, Edward Tyldesley is set down (1715) as 
having *£720 per annum. This must have been conjectural, for at the very 
time that list was making, Tyldesley lay in great poverty awaiting his trial. 
He was acquitted, as appears in the State trials^ and his jury were said to he 
bribed. 



Febr 3, 170^, 
Mr. NoBHis, 

Merchant. 

Worthy Sir, 

The obligations Ive alretldy received are soe great, that 
if necoflsity did not absolutely force me to beg a farther kindness, I 
durst not have presumed it. Sir, my condition at this time is so bad 
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that my father is not in a capacity to assist me, and my creditors will 
not have patience till we can dispose of our Estate ; therefore I most 
earnestly request that yle be pleased to make the five pound you 
honoured me with the sum of twelve, for on Monday next I most 
either pay five and twenty pounds, which that will make up, or come 
both into disgrace and trouble. I would have waited on you myself 
but that I am forced to go to severall places, to get in this atiair ; if 
you please, I will send you a bond by the post, but I hope it wont 
be long before you may repay yourself. Since it is my misfortune to 
want moneys, 1 hope I sha'nt want a friend in you, which is no email 
satisfaction to him that will always profess himself 

yr ygj.y obliged 

And faithful Servant, 

EnwD. Tylue.slev, 



Fox Hall, Sept^ 11, 1705. 

Merchant. 
Sir. 

1 understand by my son, that your counsel makes somo 
stop in our business, and w^ould object that the partition is not good, 
though confii-mcd by fine and recovery from all the parties, which was 
at first a surprize to me* Because if this bargain of yours and mine 
should go off, you cannot imagine the great prejudice it might happen 
to do UB both — = too long for this piece of paper to insert — as some 
of our partieler friends have already tould me ; for had it been but a 
month's discourse, it might have been no such disadvantage to either 
of us, but being confirmed by both of us that tlic bargain was con- 
cluded, it will, I do assure you, east no small reflect ion on you, nor 
be no little blot on my Estate, which I could much wish to tlie con- 
trary ; and therefore be so kind to yourself and me as to lot your 
Counsellor, M^ How, and mine, meet together to arg^ie the point 
thoroughly, and digest every bit of the obstacle, that all things may 
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b(? healed » For I have so true a servk^efor you that I would not for 
a brace of d£?IOO, for your partiklar sake, this bargain should no* 
succeed, besides my own misfortune, which will he great. Therefore 

^I hope my son aud his friend will soon concert matters with you, that 
all wdll he done according to honor, and suffice who am, &c. 
Tom® Tyldesley. 
Bed haaselk, 22 Dec^ 1704. 
Mr. Rich" Norris, 
Sirj 

Hearing that your about the purohas of Holcroft, from 
M' Tildesley, I thought meete to lett you kuow that there is a mort- 
gage lyes on that estate, aud others, of a considei-ahlo sum, which 
M^ Atherton of Atherton and liis sisters chiyme an interest in. The 
Mortgage deed lies in M"^ Winkleye^s hands, as Register of the 
Dntchy, being lodged there by advice of that Counsel some yearea 
since, and now M^ Atherton^s youngest sister is attained age thero 
w^ill be speedy course taken for the recovery of that money. I being 
lately with M^ Atherton ho desired I would give you this account, 
which I thought it a neighbourly duty to perform, in addition to 
quieting the title, especially wdiere my worthy good friend M^ Norres 
is interested. This, wnth my humble service at present. 

Sir, 
Your ohUged friend and servant, 

Jon'^ Cask.^ 

I can give you a full satisfaction how this matter stands. 



I 



Apparently an iU-natured interference of Mr. Case in poor Tyldesley's aflfairs. 
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Dec' the 24«». 
Alderman Norris, 
Worthy Sir, 

Necessity obliges me to have recource to my friends, for 
my father being in a passion at some people of the Inn, went out of 
Town last night, after two o'*clock, and has left me bare of moneys, 
which makes me himibly beg you will be pleased to lend a couple of 
guineas, which will be an extreme obligation to him who will ever 
show himself your thankftil humble servant, 

Edw^ Tildeslby. 

I have sent my servant, and desire your favor and secrecy. 
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Isaac Green to Richard NoRRia, Prescot, 7 Skptemiirp, ]7^^'k 
Oh Ue^tetfig Mortffafje, 



IllCTIARD NORRIS, EsQ^, 

The Axe, 

Aldermanbury. 
Sir, 

Yesterday I saw and spoke to M^ Scarisbrick^ of Scans- 

brick, at the horse race at Childwall,^ (where ray Lonl Mollineux and 
his son ""a horses ran against M* Harrington^'^ and his sons, and the two 
later did win,) and M^ Seariabrick told me that it was not his fault 
that the accounts w^ere not settled, for he had them ready, and could 
settle them in an hour's time if M^ Hesketh pleased, wherewith I 
acquainted M*^ Hesketh by a letter by the post last night, and pres8e<l 
him to get them done, I have also sent the draughts of the assign- 
ments of the Judgments to M^ Walmsley and M"^ Naylor, who am, 
&c. 

li^AAC GrEEN.3 

Prescot, 7 Sept% 1705, 



* Scambrick was a tlirifty person, iind had lent Ilealceth monej. T\\k llarring- 
tout iren ft& ancient family residing at Huyton. 

' The two grounds used for racca near LiTGr|)oo1 at thii tirao were, the one at 
Childwall, and the other on WalhEsia Leaaowe, and on the latter^ in 1682, Monmouth 
rode and won. 

* Green waa twontj-«ix yeara old in ll^\ and seems thon to baTe been the prin- 
cipal attorney of the county. 
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[JoliDsoD writes:] 

Leverpoole, Sepf 25, 1 705. 
Wo are come to no resolution about the Mayor as jeU M*" 
Mayor proposed to meet at the new Tavern on Monday, !>ut he did 
not ; ho gave for reason that he %vouM discourse a certain person be- 
fore he met on that account ; and now this was his own doings and yet 
he put it oif, I shall make no bustle about it. If my poor wife be 
got well, (who truly is but weak,) I Bhall be in London some days 
before the sitting of the House. We have had M'^ Defoe here — 1 
did not see him ; M^ Done was very busy, and invited him to his 
house, which in my opinion had been better let idone. 



[Mr. Hal! to Mr. R. Norris :] 

Leverpool, 28 Sept% 1705. 
I doubt not but our friend M' Squire hath given you a full 
aceount of our friend J. Gibbons, put up to be Mayor ; and on ray 
toul and conscience all our interest hath been used for son Gibbons, 
8o that it occasioned a meeting last Wednesday night by M^ Mayor's 
appointment, where M^ Mayor, all the aldermen in To%vn, I mean 
none but those of the Council, except M^ Bikesteth, were present, as 
were Bro: Barrow and myself made up 10 in number; and after a 
great many words used of both parts, one for M^ Gibbons, the other for 
Sil: Moorcroft, at last it was put to the vote how we would be, and 
carried it for our son in law, yeas 7, noes 3, viz : M*" Maudit, M' 
Cleveland, and ^l*" Sharpies, I doubt not but this will be all mia- 
terious. To think M^ Mayor was for J. 6. and after that M^ Jos: 
Pool, who old David hath been labouring hard about to get in to be 
Baylift* Last night, M^ Mayor being gone to Chester fair, there was 
a great meeting of M" Clayton, Tyrer, Houghton, Cleveland, Shar- 
pies, Webster, Earlc, and some others, and do believe it was about a 
Mayor. We are mostly pretty firm, but think if you wrote your 
thoughts to M*^ Barnett, would not be amiss, who I fear is inclined 
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to vota for Sil. and if we now divide, we may call gcKwi night. M"" 
Dan^ Defoe liatli been some days in town, which hath been the great 
sntvject talked ot* and been gi-eat matter of speculation to some per- 
sona, i would heartily wish to have your company before the elec- 
tion, and brother Johnson is too cool* Pray write your friends ; he 
thinks to go up before the election ; he may very well set ont for 
Warrington the day of election, after it is over, and be np in due 
time, but he says hell go in the Coach. 



[On tbe 2nd of October, 1705, Mrs. ScorborowgU Bcnds word to Richard 
Norris, tlieti in LondoD ;] 

Here are six persons put up for Mayor; who is the likeliest to 
carry it none can yet tell, because those who have the best interest I 
am afraid will not he hartv. 



[Squires, on tbe 19th October, 1705, gives the teniiinadon of tlie matter :] 

rt's w^ith no small trouble I give my dear Brother an account of 
our being foyled yesterday, for M^ Webwter is Mayor, and M*" 
Earle and Fels, Bailiffs ; we lost it very honorably, for they carried 
it but by 26. M^ Johnson never at rived hut two nights before, and 
we did not poll by 40 so many aa promised ; but what carried the day 
was the sailors, for they polled 60 more of them than we, so that they 
have no great reason to brag. But Ald^ Houghton pretended they 
could have brought 130 more, which I am sure you will not believe 
when I tell you there was upwards of 500 had voted. Pm confident 
if you had been here we iiad carried it ; there'^s many of this opinion 
besides me. We have certainly gained ground by this election. M' 
Johnson set out this morning; when you see hini he will give you a 
full account. 



Ik; 
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Johnson to R. Nohris, February 18, 1705. — Contest for Rector 
— Hardaesita of NorriB's dealhp — Denver to It ht rate a Preyed 
mnn^ because he hm a /mnds&fm wife — Chiifton onl^ iooks after 
kk own »erfant4 — News to h*^ teritten out and frft at PhiUipii, 



London, Feh.v y** 18*^ 1705. 
Mr. Eit'iiARij NoRRis. 
Sir, 

I have yours of the 15^^* Cur^ and note the Contest for 
Rector^ is now like to be between M"^ Richiiiond and M^ Marsden. I 
am for every body pleasing tlieinselves in that matter ; you will ex- 
CU80 me, I do not design to meddle, it is very uncertain when I shall 
be at home, 

I am very glad the William's sugars prove fine— you have been too 
hard for a young beginner; I hope you will not discourage him at tii-st. 
I have «aid enough that I hope will make him look alwut him when 
he deals with two such as M^ Clevelatid and you. I have very often 
observed it, and I am sorry to say it — and the reason 1 cannot 
imagine, but it is so — that a great many will sell cheaper to the 
Country chapman than their own Townsmen, though they may have 
better pay ; for my own part I could never buy any thing but I found 
it so. As to the Spanish Trade, you shall be fully satisfied about it. 



' The Rov. WiUiam Atherton was dead, and tho refontly abandoned parish of 
Walton fiiniinlied Liverpool with two canclidutes for tho Rertorship. The Kieh* 
monds Imd ln-en Patmns or Rectors of Walton^ atid Marsden wa^ the Vicar of that 
parish in KISS, (as is «!iown hy a letter from him in thii <5onecttoUj speakitig^ of ht,* 
heavy parochial duties,) although iu the printed list bis appointment \& aet down 
168y. Richmond wa« made Rector of Liverpool in May 17<)*j. His family long 
continued in the town. 
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Our Letters on Tuesday I find miscarried. I have sent abstnMHi of 
the Committee bill to the Coffee House. 

Partridge is gone* I have done all that was possihle. The Cap- 
tain \\Tote the Board that he had hira from such a Ship, and that he 
left as many Men as was needful^ and desired to keep him ; in short 
M^ Clayton got his own servants clear, and left tins poor man. I had 
positive orders about him, but still mist, and I was told 6 weeks ago 
that they were gone to Lisbon. She must be satisfied ; pray see 
what you ean do for me ; she is a very handsome w^oman. To-day 
the House was upon the bill for Manning the Nav}' ; with much ado 
they fdled up the blank for the Clause for a Gen' Registry, and ad- 
;journed* 1 hope w^e eliaU keep it off this Sessions, The Lords liave 
got their end, rekating to the Regency bill — the Expedient is a jest 
as near as I can take it; you have it inclosed ; if you can write it 
fairer, may leave it at Phillips's, There is a Committee sitting, and 
now past 10, and you will excuse me. 

I am, &c. 

Thos. Johnson, 



The Lonls readily agreed to the 
amendments. 
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Alexandkb Ueskbth to Richard Norbis, January 21, 1705-6. 
Urges sale of land to be completed. 



[Thb estate of Hesketh of Aughton was bought years afterwards bj 
Plumbe, a Liverpool attorney.] 



Mr. Nobbis, 

at his house, 

Water Street, 

Liverpool. 
Sir, 

I have spoken to my friends to meet you and your friends, 
on Fryday next ; unless you be there, nothing will be perfected ; those 
catterpillars loves to be imployed, I am sure will prove a needless 
charge, because all persons was agreed, and you and M^ Green did 
take possession. The Estate is yours, and none of myne, according 
as we referred ourselves unto, and the sums of money really fixed ; 
tho^ writings was not made out, words should be made good on both 
parties. I hope you will not fail. 

Yours to serve you, 

Alexb. Heskbth. 
Monday Morning, 
Jan' 21, I70t 
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LXXIX. 

T, JoHvsoN TO R. NoRRia, Jaxltary 26, 1705. — Defmdting CtiMom 
Uome Collectors — Bondi enforced — IntereM to be remitted — 
Scarhorou^M" 8 funeral — Commimioners opeti the co£in — Claffton*t 
officiomness. 



Sir, 

I have yours of the 22'*'! Curr. and note the severe pro- 
t^eedings agaiost M^ Scarborough^ and God send the Town well de- 
livered of these troubles. We are doing all we can about the old 
bonds, arid hope in the end to prevailj that the Interest be remitted, 
which I shall be very glad to advise, and hope for the future we shall 
all take more care. This day we have been at the Funeral of M^ 
Scarborough,* I know you will have a great deal of talk about it, 
and therefore I will give you exactly what past. Aa we were in- 
vited, M^ Clayton and I went, and there we met M' Morris, who 
came with a power from the Coinm"^ of the Customs to see the corpse. 
A hole on the Top of the CofGn waa open, and truly at the first sight 
I was startled, and did not know what to thiak, and it proved w^e all 
three were so. M"" Morris desired to have it opened, w^hich was done, 
and we viewed the Corpse again, and some others that came in, and 
then every body was satisfied. I t43ok notice his left leg was shorter 
than the right. You will say, w*hy all this scruple I The manner 
of his death cauKcd it, for the Men said on Monday night he was 
pretty well, and went trom them on Tuesday raoming. To hear the 



' S<:arl>u rough was at the head of the Liverpool Ciustoina^ and defrauded tho Go- 
vernment, who doubted tho story of hiB death, and afterwards suspected he hud 
committed eaicide* On June I, 1706, Sir Bamaby Scudamore set out from London 
to replace Scarborough. 
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Ald»» talk you would never forget, and there is a mighty intimacy be- 
tween him and the Custom house in the matter. Yesterday morning 
he would go, I knew, to tell them, though the morning before, when 
we had business, he pretended that which was not, so I told him, *'I 
suppose you would acquaint the Oomm", — you may send a line to 
M'^ Savage,'*'' and he did so. He takes a wonderful deal of care of 
John Hartley, but never mentions any body else ; I reckon the place 
of Collector will now speedily be filled — whose lot will it fall to i 
I wish we may have an understanding man. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 
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LXXX. 

The Same to the Same, February 23, 1705,*= Contest for Rector. 



Mr. 



London, Febx 23'"^, 1705. 

RlCHABD NOBRIS. 

Sir, 

I have yours of the 19^^^ Ciirr^, and am glad the Clause 
for remitting the Interest is pleasing to you and other friends. I have 
been fully informed about M' Richmond's^ proceedings atlter the death 
of M^ Atherton, which are not commendable ; but I understand the 
reason given for it is, that he was resolved to be first, ho had a good 
intelligence, and waited for it It is a cry, we must always have dis- 
putes, and I have not omitted to answer tho Gen^ He says it is only 
Brother Hall, and some few others, that puts M' Marsden up ; and 
truly I should have thought that if some you mention had been in 
earnest, they would have signed a Letter to the Bishop ; pray how 
do you think I could show the Bishop that which you sent ? — I ac- 
quainted him w^th the contents, and have given M** Maudit his 
Lordship's answ^er, to which I refer you. Do not depend ujwn it 
coming before the Bishop unless you have a Majority, or that M^ 
Stytho wTote him, I told him that some wrote me it was M^ St}iho's 
desire to have M^ Marsden for his Brother Rector. You must excuse 
me in this affair, 1 do not design to make any votes ; let them have 
what parson they will, it is all one. 

I do not doubt what you say as to the several persons you mention 



* "Wlieii ilm elpction came on, Noms and hh fner\d» mnilo a desperate and uniiTiiil- 
ing effort for Mnrflden. Squire writes, 14tlj May, IT^Mi, to Rkhard Norrif, — " A» 
to what jou and Mr. Hall did in the choice of a Rector, wnB bravely done* Fni not 
in the lca*it surprized at the carnage of Mr. Johnson in that affair.*' 



152 THE NORRIS PAPERS. 

to befriend M^ Marsden, but till I see it under their hands you will 
pardon me if I have no faith. The steps you have made — I do not 
say you, but others who undertook this — look like some former pro- 
ceedings, only talk. I used to find it an endless work to get persons 
together to sign letters or Petitions ; there is nothing like a willing 
mind — you can never expect much service from pressed men. 

I am, &c., 
Thos. Johnson. 
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The Same to the Same, February 1, 1706.— O*^ Corporation mid 

Sir Cleave More, 



Sir. 



London, Feby y^ 1^ 1706, 



I have none of yoiirs since my last ; have now to advise 
Sir Cleave Moore came thia day, and ehevped us a Petition to he pre- 
aented to the House for a bill to make void the lease granted Berry 
and others, which we have this post inclosed in a joint letter to M"" 
Maior, Now my thoughts of this matter is, before this Act go for- 
ward I think the Lease should be perfected, and care taken to oblige 
them to begin, and proceed to finish the work in such a time, and if 
there be no beginning, or possibility to finish the work in such a time, 
the leaiie to be void. I mean something to this purpoae. You are 
sensible of the defect of the other ; now you will consider if thia is 
not best to be done befi^re we move for the Act — and on Instruction 
dravvTi to oblige S^ Cleave to pay the charge of procuring the Act, as 
by contract he is obliged. You will be censured now, if this Petition 
be not immediately signed ; but I would advise with M'^ Blundell' 
what you had best do, for if you observe the close of the Petition, it 
is intended in the Bill to give some power or Privilege to him. Still 
this must have a reference to the Contractor s lease, it will be said ; 
but how c^n it refer to it when there is none on the other hand f — 
Can you grant a second lease whilst the other is in being? S^ Cleave 
is here, and I just stept to wTito two lines ; excuse thia scrawL 

Yours &c., 

Taos, Jonmos. 



^ The fflmily of Blundell waa at this time of considomtion in Liverpool j but tbia 
Mr. Blundell was probably (ir^cn** clerk. 
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Henry Watts to R. Norris, 14 September^ 1706. — iVbrm has 
vii>n by Turin Imng takm — Foster Cunliffe — Praposes new bgU. 



[Thr following lettere will show the terms on which an Innkeeper a 
century and a half agn stood with his most honoured guest$, Henry Watts, 
of the Axe, Aldermanbury, was the ho&t, a friend of many Livcqjool mer- 
chants, and none more than Alderman Richard Noma, Watts was a lively, 
*' handy," felloiv, gossip, hanker, and stock jobber, to his country customers; 
and if \re are not mistaken in tlie correspondence, and siniilar letters to 
these here selected occtir, he occasionally found means to divert the money 
arising from the hills deposited with him from returning to LiverpooL We 
hare here an early mention of Foster CunlifFe, long an eminent merchant in 
Liverpool, and whose family^ for nearly seventy years, acted a large part in 
the history of the towTi. In 1703 Foster Cunlitfe speaks of **his master" 
as though in his apprenticeship, and in 1705 Cuniiffe was twenty-one years 
old.] 



London, 14 Sepf, 1706, 
Hono^ Sir, 

Thia comes to wish you joy, and my good friend M^ 
Squire, of the good news of raising the siege of Turin by Prince 
Eugene, of which there is an expreas to the Government, said to 
como from ray Lord Duke of Marlborough ; and likewieo of the 
surrender of Dendermood, the 5^^ ins^ new style, and sundry other 
particulars, which I hope to send you inclos'd in Jones's paper, which 
we expect, if it come out in time. However, would not omit giving 
you this hitit, to satisfy you that you have won your premium on 
Turin. I thank you for your kind remembrance in recommending 
Mr Cunliile to my house, and him for his good companyj to whom 
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please to give my service, and am sorry did not see him at his going 
away to have taken my leave of him, which with my most humble 
service to your good self and all friends, conclude in haste. 

I am, &c., 

Hen. Watts. 

Just going to the Gtx>se with M' Caill* to drink my Lord Marl^, 
the Duke of Savoy, and Prince Eugene'^s health, where shall not 
forget your own. 



Whether you like any of M' Caillonefs proposals to 
lessen your debt on Namur and Boses, of the first of which, (being 
now due,) there'^s no abatement, so would have paid him, and only 
wanted an answer to know which way I should do it, viz : — whether 
out of the dei97 and what is more due from M^ Caill*, or whether 
you will take any more premiums. So please give me your order 
per next, and shall be duly executed. I have not more but that by 
the post the action in Poland is still more considerable for the ad« 
vantage of King Augustus. With my humble service, &c.. 

Hen. Wati's. 



1£0 



THE NOREI8 PAPERS. 



LXXXIIL 

Henry Watts to R. Norhis, December H, 1706. — Xorrts has IqH 
and t\i'planatwm are offered — LiH of bffk offered by Cailloit^t. 



London, 14 Dec"" 1706. 

Mk. KlCKARD NoHEl&i. 

Hoiio'i Sir, 

I have yoiir'a of the 10^** ins^ ami am eorry you put so 
ill a conBtruction on iny endeavours, because not like to succeed. If 
I had stayed for a post before I had taken the money, and that 
should a h rough t ncwB of the PlaccH being taken, 1 might conse- 
quently have been blamed on that side ; however, as the matter now 
stands, it looks like a loss, which I am heartily sorry for, but must 
nay it for myself, that as I have wrote on sundry things for myself, 
which you may depend ont have not always proved good, so when a 
lo3s has happeued I never yet reflected on my own management 
when 1 went on the best reason and judgment I was capable of, and 
I do assure you the day I wrote the «£*100 tor you, 1 followed very 
good men, and those pretty much concerned in those affairs. I 
would mthor sacrifice so mucli money as the loss is like to be than 
incur your displeasure, but must tell you that it has given me more 
imeasiness than anything has happened to me these seven years. 
My own losses and misfortunes I have, hitherto, (I thauk God) borne 
with all the quiet such things were capable of, but when other 
if entlemen are concerned, its beyond my reach ; only this I can say 
for myself, that I never got a farthing directly or indirectly, in these 
transactions, or anything relating thereto, but wall at the same time 
promise myself never to wi'ite sixpence for any one but myself as long 
as I live. 

Sir, — Plense give me your order how to dis]:iose of your money 
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t^^^^^^^^^l 


^^B that I already have and am to receive. Witli my most bumble 


^^^1 


^H duty and service to yourself, and due respects to M' Squire, Hall, 


^^H 


^^m &e., I remaine &€., 


^1 


^^^^^ Hen, Watts* 


■ 


^ Give 30 G. to receive ^100 if Cadiz be not in our possession by 


■ 


^H aifit October, 1707. 


^1 


^^M Give 30 G. to receive ^100 if Badajos be not in our possession by 


^1 


^H 31st October, 1707. 


^H 


^^M Give 30 G. to receive *P100 if Rosea be not in our possession by 


^M 


^H 31st October, 1707. 


^H 


^^B Give 40 G, to receive i?100 if Madrid be not in our possession by 


^1 


^H 31st October, 1707. 


^1 


^^m Give 35 G. to receive ^£^100 if Cremona be not in our possession 


^H 


^H by 3Ist December, 1706* 


^M 


^^M Give 30 G. to receive o£*100 if Mantua be not in our possession 


^1 


^H by 30th June, 1 707. 


^1 


^^H Give 30 G. to receive c£*100 if Newport be not in our possession 


^1 


^H by the 31st August, 1707. 


^1 


^^m Give 35 G. to receive ^100 if Ipres be not in our possession by 


^H 


^H Slat August, 1707. 


^1 


^^m Givo 35 G. to receive jPlOO if Lisle be not in our possession by 


^H 


^H 31st August, 1707. 


^1 


^^1 Give 35 G. to receive ^100 if Tournay be not in our posaeasion 


^1 


^H by 31st August, 1707. 


^1 


^^1 Give 35 G. to receive i'lOO if Mons be not in our possession by 


^H 


^H 31st August, 1707. 


^1 


^^M Give 35 G. to receive ^100 if Charleroi be not in our possession 


^H 


^H by 3 1st August, 1707. 


^^H 


^^M Give 35 G. to receive i?100 if Namur be not in our possession by 


^^H 


^H 31 St August, 1707. 


^H 


^^m Give 30 G. to receive i^lOO if a peace between England and 


^1 


^^^^^ France be not pn»clanned by the 7th June, 1708. 


1 
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Give 16 G. to receive «f 100 if Yalentia be taken from us hj 31st 
December, 1706. 

Give 14 G. to receive jPIOO if Girona be taken from us hj Slst 
December, 1706. 

Give 20 G. to receive jPIOO if either Saragossa or Yalentia be 
taken from us by 31st December, 1706. 

Give 20 G. to receive £1 00 if Milan be not in our possession on 
Slst December, 1706. 

Give 10 G. to receive «f 100 if the French king dies in one year. 



Mr. Riohabd Norbis. 
Sir, 

I make bold once more to trouble you with the copy of 
my book, to inform you of the currency of things, that if you approve 
of anything, may help to pay what is lost ; you have mist several 
good premiums for want of courage. All what I send you above 
mentioned is currently signed at 5 guineas lower than I have fixed 
them above, and chiefly Madrid, which I do here in Town at 35 
guineas. Lisle at 30 guineas, and peace of England and F. at 25 
guineas, for which severally I ofi^er you 5 guineas more each. I 
hope this will find you in good health and good humor, so remain, &c. 

J. Gaillonet. 
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LXXXIV. 

T. Johnson to R, Nohris, April 5, 1707* — Came against Lord 
Mol^mux gained — Towns improvements *^ Scotch affairs. 



London, April y* 5^, 1707- 
Mr* Richard Norriss* 
Sir, 

I have youra of the 7^*^ Curr. from Preston, and ani very 
glad you got the Cause against the Lord MuUincux, no doubt it is a 
great Mortification ; now the subject of the discourse will be how to 
improve tliis grounti, and that in my poor opinion will require some 
consideration, and ie not to be determined hastily. I thinic a hand- 
some square might be made very well, but then you should let it to 
people that would build good houses, and make them unifonn ; and 
as the custom is here not to let to any that opens Shop, I do hope it 
may be built by Mereh**, or such private families ; this would be a 
mighty ornament to the Town. So much for the Castle — now a 
word upon the Scotch affair. The bill was repoiicd to-day, and pur- 
suant to the Instruction you find in the Votes, M' Harley brought in 
the clause, a copy of which I send M^ Maior, by which you will find 
that all goods imported into Scotland before the 1"^ Feh>" may be 
brought in England, and all goods imported from and before the T**^ 
May, if brought from some Foreign part for Acco* and risk of a Na- 
tural born subject of Scotland, may be brought into England ; but if 
not 80 imported, and brought into England, shall be liable to pay, 
with the duty it paid in Scotland, the hke Duty as paid for such 
goods at imix>rtation in England, by which here is a great advantage 
given to Scotland. 

I am, &;c. 
Thos, Johnson. 
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The Same to the Same, April 8, 1707. — Lord Mclyneux and the 

Tofcn, 



London, April y« 8*^*, 1707. 
Mr. Richard Norris. 
Sir, 

I have yours of the 4*^ Curr. and note its contents ; no 
doubt the L^ MuUineux will be in fear that some may take an advan- 
tage of the Verdict against him. I do not know why the Corporation 
should not make interest for the Lord Street, which field did certainly 
belong to the Castle, and I believe he has no better title for Croxteth. 
As you observe, he was certainly ill advised. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 
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The Same to the Same, January 17, 1 707 - — liar ler/ proposes ia 
Vhvton to huf^ off the present CoUector atLirerpooi^ and Imre him 
to put one hi — Jifknson^s surprise — Regrets Lord Derby does 
not inter/ere — Presetit Colkctor an en^my — Invites a letter. 



Sir, 



London, Jany y* 17, 1707. 



I have neither time or paper to write you as I ought, 
but was not willing to omit this opportunity. To-day M^ Harley, 
flitting near us, told M^ Clajton ho must speak with him aonio of 
these days, so he going at back of the Chair with Mr Clayton, I ad- 
vised to follow him to know what it was ; when be returned, he told 
me it was about the Collector, who he professed should go out — the 
Government to give him a sum of money ; and as we went from the 
House he said, *' that young fellow is too young/"* God, I do not 
know what to do J it is a hard task upon me ; I asked what it was 
that he said, to name a Collector f I took httle notice of it. 

You see how our H. L*^ minds, or my two friends — every body 
sits qubt at home ; this is an o])portunity that my Lord has to put 



' It waa mdeed a high bidding for parlmmoiitniy support on fclie part of Ilarley, 
to offer to bribe tbo existing and unpopular CoOectorof Caatoma to vacate bis office ; 
and liarlcy goes a fitep fartlicr in tbe next Ictterj for be actuaUv propose* one of the 
Liverpool merchants shall take the place. Johnson's snqjrii^ej ami the expression 
of the lielief that Lonl Derby might put in the CoUector, (whicb, as IJarley bad 
made the vacancy, was evidently not in tended J shows more tiimpticitj than wafi 
common in tbjit aetute person. 
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in a friend, you are sensible M' D ly is none, let him pretend 

what he pleases. 

If you can join in a letter, I will deliver it, and second it. It is 
near 12, and this all the paper I have left ; commit it to the flames, 
and make what use you think needful. 

I am, &c. 

Thos. Johnsov. 
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LXXXVII. 

Thk Samk to the Same, January 24, 1 707.- — Ctdiectors phtce — 

Harkifs offer repeated — Jo/msoni Mirj^rise — Compluins 

of Ciaifton. 



Sir, 



London, Jany y« 2¥\ 1707. 



I have yours of the 20**^ Corr.* with the inclose*! to the 
Lortl Derby, who is not yet eonie to town. I note your opinion as 
to a New Collector; I think you are mightily mistaken in M^^ 

D ly, he baa no good nature or temper in him. I do not speak 

upon what happened to myself at that time, but several others ^ do 
not depend upon him Ibr any friendship. 1 saw that at Xmas neither 
he nor the other eamo to your house, and yet they both went to W, 
Cla^i^on* Tlie Lord Derby is not active — it is not only a benefit to 
the Corporation, but to the Country, to have the Collector his friend;^ 
I told S"" Alexander Rigby so last year, and he was sensible of it. 
I could not to-day speak with M^ Stanley, but intend on Monday. 
W. C. says M^ Harley would have one of ua to take it ; Gr — how 
can that be ? — we arc merchants- He tells him now he has found 
out a way to make us easy. The young man I mention is one Har- 
ley, come from the Isle of Man, Sir, 1 am satisfied they look upon 
all that Tvere friends of M^ Scarborou^di to he Rogues, and it really 
makes me unwilling to speak and appear in any thing, and we are so 



* Wo mtij hero gatlier the time it tlieu took to conimiinicjito between LivprpcMil 
and Lotidon. Jolitijioii wrote on tbo 17th January for an answer, whieb was written 
ftt Uvorpool on tho 2(>th, aii<l rcplieil to on the 24th. 

' A» Ijonl Derbj wa* klentificd with the Corporation, the neceasity for baring the 
Collector bill friend i^ very apparent. 
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represented by this Man and others about the Scotch affair, and that 
as I mentioned before, that if I should ask the fairest thing in the 
world it would not be granted. ^I'le never trouble myself. Qt)d will- 
ing, rie come home and not trouble myself with any Public business 

whatsomever. I believe W. C. is for M' D ly, though he keeps 

it to himself. 

As to M^ Bretargh, do what you will ; I do not desire he should 
go. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 
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LXXXVIII. 

The Same to the Same, Jan. 27, 1707. — Liverpool affairs. 



London, Janx y« 27*^, 1707. 
Mr. Richard Norria. 
Hond Sir, 

I am glad you got those concerned to confirm the Ley 
for the Church. On Sunday night, in good time, I saw Mr. Serowld ; 
he would gladly save us about the Docks ; he is a very ingenious man ; 
he is of opinion it may be very well done, and the stones in the Castle 
will save a great deal of money. He will tell you the charge within 
three or four hundred, which is as near as can be computed. 

Here is a bill come down from the Lords to repeal the Coal Act, 
but hopes it will not pass the House of Commons. 

I am, &/C. 

Thos. Johnson. 



I m 
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The Same to the Same, Jan. 31, 1707» — €uUectQr*s place — 
Ciai/toni conduct — Lord Derby tukea no palm. 



London, Jany y* 31 "S 1707. 
Mr. BicuABD Noaaia. 

Sir, 

I tave yours of the 27 Curr* for anawer. The Lord 
Derby is not yet come to town, which falls out very ill. As to M*" 
Digby, no doubt his Interest must stand fairest with the Com™'', being 
in their Service ; but I know so nmeh of that Gent^ that he would 
be more arbitrary than the old K. I note what you say as to M^ 
Moorcroft ; I should be very glad that such a thing could be done, 
but I am afraid it will be an objection against him, yet he never has 
been employed in the Customs, and to step at once to a Collector's 
place, I fear ia not usual. I mtend to see if I can meet M"" Hutch- 
inson, and discourse him. I have already i?poken to M"" Stanley, 
who makes the same objection I do ; he will write the Lord Derby 
about it. I do not find that Mr. Stanley had any letter from Aid™ 
Moorcroft. W. C. I observed to day wdien \ was talking with M' 
Stanley ; he was reading a paper, aud smiled ; I am sure there was 
nothing in the paper that occasioned it. I fancy something of the 
Collector; no doubt he ha« consulted his friend B. H. [Houghton], 
and if any alteration is, he will promote some that may befriend. It 
were no difficult move for the L^ Derby to get his friend in, if his 
Lordship pleases ; but alas I he is not active as some men are. 

I am, itc. 

Tnob* Johnson* 



THE xonms PAPERa 



H>7 



xa 

The Same to the Same, 12 February, 1707.^ — Tories goin^ out 
and Whigs taking O^ffke, 



Sir, 



London, Feby y« 12*\ 1707. 



I have youra of the 18^^ Curr^ and hope you have been 
abroad, 1 am glad you are well returned. 

The bill for appointing Cruisers is ordered to be Ingrossed ; 1 wish 
it may pass the L*^*, it ia a very gootl bill and I hope will do 8er\^ce. 
M^ Clayton will write you aud friends, in answer to your letter rela- 
ting to Cruisers and Convoys, to which refer yon ; we lodge some 
distance from one another that I do not know if I shall write just 
yet, 

' We have great alterations made and expected to be made. The 
Secretar)', Harley, is out, and M"" Boyle in ; the Attorney Gen^ out, 
and the Solicitor said to be [Attorney General] ; M"" Robert Eyres 
made Solicitor ; in short all the whole Gang goes out, and the staunch 
Whigs come in, for you know these were often against the Court in 
K. W^^'" time. The grand fliult is that they did not prevent the 
House of Commons coming to the resolution they did relating to 
Spain. Various are the reports, but it is true the great Men insisteJ 
upon M^ Harly'a being turned out, and, aa I am told, would not 
come to Court till it was done. The Annuities past the Lords to-day. 

I am, &c.» 

Thob. Johnson. 



IGH 
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Thk Saaie to Tire Same, February 18, 1707. — Cim/ton receite^ 
favours from tiw W/iiffs, 



Sir, 



London, FebT y* 18«^, 1707. 



Praj how go you 0!i with the Eliz*^ and Laupell I The 

Ellen was taken the 6^^ January ofl' Torbay, *and carried to Malo, in 
which I have a very great losa — I am not able to make you sensible 
of it. 

I Bhall be many ways disappointed in niy business by this unhappy 
accident, I hope yon will let the Mercy go, and she will not take 4 
of the provisions I have. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 



Smith is made Tide Waiter* There was one Key put in, who was 
recommended by the L'^ Warrington ; but M^C. **ply*^d the matter so, 

and obliged M' Lowndea bo yesterday with being for the an ties, 

that the L^ Treasurer Bent for him, and told him it being the first 
favour he asked, he granted it. You see what those will take pains 
can do. I have not been wanting to put in writing to the L^ D. what 
might be done, and showed him several opportunities, but to no pur- 
pose. Pray burn this,* 

* Tliii postcript e]tliil>ite$ Ckyton, the very moment his old friotids arc ttimed out, 
eelliug Idrtisclf to thoir ttd%'crsarifs ; and Johnsgn and the Whigs lose tlip appoint^ 
ment beeaiwe Lord l>erby win not interfere. 
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XCIL 

The Same TO THE Same, February 19, 1707. — Ptiblic Affairs — 
Treating in LwerpooL 



London, Febr y" 19*^ 1707, 
Mr. Richard Norris. 
Sir, 

Inclosed are the Votes^ in which is the answer the Queen 
lias ordered to be laid before the Hou&o relating to Spain, the same 
having not been under the consideration of the house. I shall not 
pretend to give my thoughts of it. The L'^^ are very brisk upon tho 
Admiralty, and have addressed the Queen (but it is not out to-day) 
upon it again, the Queen present ; the Lord Wharton said he knew 
ao much of that matter he was ashamed to spcnk it. The L^ Trea- 
surer made answer, the Noble Lord had said so much he might be 
ashamed of it in the business of Ker. There was 15 North British 
Lords and 15 South divided for him. 

I hear you give free drink at Liverpool ; pray whose so free ? I 
cannot learn tliat yet — I fancy there is some has a mind to be doing, 
and gives out these things. I believe trade is dull, and no doubt we 
have a great many would be glad to promote Trade. Surely the half 
CrowTi I desired Aid" Cockshut to drink at Widow Parks' is not 
reckoned in — it is well if that was not the thing. Did the parson 
pay nothing ? I heard he was there. It is pretty well kuovm what 
I intended it for — the advantage of the poor ivoman. People are 
sad jealous in these days ; it is strange w© are neither well fuU nor 
fasting. 

I am, &c. 
Twos. Johnson. 
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XCIII. 

The Same to the Same, March 10, 1707. — Johmon hi iff hied. 



London, March the \Qt% 1707. 
Mb* Bichahd Norris. 
Sir, 

This day ahout half an hour past 12 or near 1, I went to 
the House of Lords to know when the L^ Derby would please to pre- 
sent the Corporation address, upon which ray Lord told me when the 
Queen came to the house, in the Princess Chamber, and desired I 
would stay, upon which, M*" Poole with me, I did stay the Queen s 
coming, and after the Queen returned from the House, the L<^ Derby 
carrying the sword, he presented the address ; and I being there, the 
Lord Derby against my Icnowledge spoke to the Queen to confer the 
Honor of Knighthood, Go^l knows I kneeled to kiss the Queens's 
hand, and to my great surprize the other foUowed. I am under great 
concern about it, kno%ving I no way desired tliat I had, and must 
undergo a great many censures ; but the Lord forgive them as I do. 
I had not mentioned this thing, l>ut I knew it will be said this ad- 
dress %vas presented without giving notice to M'" Clayton ; he was 
this morning at my lodging; and said he was going to Wapping — I 
told him I was to go to the Custom House, after to the House^ and 
intended to wait on the Lord Derby to know when his Lordship 
would present the address, and promised to give him notice, not 
thinkmg but there would be time to do bo ; but I leave you to judge 
if it was possible in lees than an liour I could do this. I w^ent 
with him to the Lord Derby's to signe it, and the Lord Derby did 
promise to let us know, but if I had not called, I had no more notice 
than he. This would have been the last thing I sliould have thought 
on, but I know you'll liave it by others, tho' of no information of 
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myne, and I am sure the surprize has put me more out of order than 
I have been since I came to London. This, I am satisfied, was an 
eflFect of my Lord'^s kindness, but I could not forbear telling my Lord 
I could not thank him. I cannot trouble you with more at present. 

I am, &c. 
Thos. Johnson. 
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XCIV. 

J. Green to R. Norms, July 15, 1707. — Came between Lord 
A n^lesea and Lord Derbih 



[The following letter relates to the disputes betiveen tLe eldest daughter 
of the ninth Earl of Derby, who in 170(J had married the Earl of Anglesea, 
and her uncle, the tenth Earh Lathom House was prohahl y one of the suh- 
jects of difference, for the second huahand of this lady. Lord Ashburnham, 
alienated that ancient residence of his wife's ajicestora.] 



Alderman Norkib. 
Sir, 

Yours of the 1 1 ins^ I have, and am glad jou are got safe 
home. I am just now come baek from Windsor, where the matter 
between my Lord AngleBey and my Lord Derby was yesterday heard, 
and after the matter was debated in Counscll, (the Queen present^) 
between three and four hours, and we were all withdrawn, the Coun- 
cil resolved that my Lord Anglesey had not made out the allegations 
of his petition. My Lord Derby made a full defence by the help of 
several affidavits, which were allowed to be read, and I was told had a 
considerable majority of the Councill on his side, whereof my Lord 
Chancellor was one ; and that my Lord Cliief Justice Holt and Mr. 
Attorney Generall were of opinion that his allegations were proved ; 
and that my Lord Chief Justice Trevor did not deliver his opinion. 
My Lord Anglesea said not much in the cause, but only at the latter 
end he complained of the hardahip he was likely to sustain by having 
a Jury struck in the usual way, and moved that it might be referred to 
some indifferent person not of the County. My Lord Derby anaw^ered 
that the Protlionotary had no dependance on him, and was afraid of 
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the privileges and custom of the Count j Palatine, in having that mat- 
ter done in an unusual way, to which it was answered, consent could 
not injure a custom. It was iudustriously and fully represented what 
great power the Queen has given my Lord Derby, and how many 
persons have some dependance on him, either in civil or Millitary 
affairs ; the rest were mostly arguments in Law, (by Counsell, and 
what efteet they may have I know not,) as to a provision in time to 
come for my Lord Anglesey ""s Security of having a fair triaL The 
above is what I shall not write to any one else, and only write it to 
yon for your private satisfaction, for perhaps some things should not 
be said, and in anything I would not have my name heard in this 
matter. I have got fi>ur pounds from M^ Watts, for which I am 
accouu table to you. I thank you tor your intelligence about M^ S. 
I have written to my Mother to call upon you, and if you think 
good of it, to speak to Captain Clayton or any other of her acquaint- 
ances as from herself. Tho' I design to begin my journey in 2 or 3 
days, but must first attend a matter which I hope will be over to- 
morrow morning. 

I am, &;c. 

Isaac Grsen. 
Black Swan Inn, 15 July, 1707- 
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xcv. 

Order of Sessions for Uepaib up Roads in the Hundred of West 

Derby, 1688. 



[The roads in Lancasliire must, after being subjected to tbe processes bere 
recommended, have been of extreme badness. The levelling and repairing 
a road with the scourings of tlitclies is altnost incredible. Then the sacri- 
fice of all clftssea to tbe horseman and pack horse carrier is apparent. Where 
tbore was a flagged trottoir, it was to be taken up and changed for a paved 
one. Pack horses continued almost the sole means of conveyance to a late 
period ; and the son of one of the principal merchants in Liverpool, about 
1765 J made !iis journeys to and from Philip Holland's celebrated school at 
Bolton, in the care of a carrier and on a jmck horse. 

We gather from these letters that in wet weather tliose who travelled by 
coach were absolutely prevented going a journey. Tliere is also another 
peculiarity in tbe travelling of that day, of which we have confirmatory evi- 
dence from otlier districts. The heavy and well laden coach was passed 
along the fann and occupation roads to its destination, and tliere is a letter 
from Mrs. Norris complaining of a small pa}Tucnt which a neighbour de- 
manded from her for allowing her carriage to pass through his grounds.] 



At a General Quarter SeMtons tent: per adjorn^ apud Ormskirke in 
ike P. Com: Lane: decima sescto du Julii^ et majestath Domini 
Jacohi iecdi Angli 4*c. quarto. 

This Court upon eonaideracon of the great decay of the King^s high 
wayes, and the long neglects of the sufficient repairca thereof in this 
County, resolvinge to make a thorowo refonnacon thereof in each 
Towne and Vill, Doth hereby order that all and every the King's 
Highwayes in each parish, Tow^ie, and place, w^ithin the hundred of 
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Darby, shall forthwith be put in perfect and good repaire, that they 
may he made soe wide, soe Bmoothed from little Roeks, Httle hills, 
hollows, and sloods, ami all mievenesse, free from all boggie, sinking, 
soft, deep, and founderouse places, ridd of all sorts of Rubbish, and 
BO sufficiently passable throughout, that all Coaches, Carts, and Car- 
riages may safely in all places, going by the calsey, meet and passe 
each other, that all ditches which convey the water crosse the high- 
way be soughed wnth wall stone, and well covered throughout, from 
one side of the lane to the other, that the ditches rmining on each 
side of the lane be well secured, and tho earth or sand cast thereout 
not left in heaps, but either spread to levell the way in lowe places or 
removed out of the w^ay. That hedges on each side of lanes be 
cutt, and the trees lopped that in anywise annoy the highway, and 
the loppings removed out of the lanes. That all Trees, underwoods, 
groves, buwhes, brooms, brambles, gorses, and the like, be well ridd 
np, and totally removed out of the said Lanes. And that all the 
holes occasioned by ridding tlie same, as also all pitts, slacks, and 
hollowes, little hills, and heaps of earth and rubbish, bee levelled 
and made even, and where the said wayes are cunibred with loose 
fftones or orther rubbish, or knotty uneven calseys, that such calsey 
be pulled up, and new paved, and the unnecessary stones and rub- 
bish removed, and that all calseys be made of the full breadth of 
one yard and a quarter, of round stones, and not of flaggs, and that 
all places ^vhere calseys are of flaggs, that if llouiul stones may be 
had with a reasonable charge, that the flagged calseys be pull'd up, 
and new calseys with Round stones made in the place, or such other 
place of the lane as may be more convenient, of the full breadth 
aforesaid, or a well gravelFd way in lieu thereof, and that there 
be noe channell paved for the water to be drained crossed the 
calsey, except sneh draines be well Boughed, covered, and paved over, 
and that it be so covered the full breadth of the calsey as may make 
it safe by day and night for horsemen to ride over. And all and every 
the overseers of the highways within the said liundrcd are hoi-eby re- 
quired to see this order duly and fully executed. And this Court 
being of opinion that no Gentleman will take it ami^ee to be intreated 
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to promote and give his help to soe publique and soe good a worke, 
hath thought fit to ndiato for each pish w^^in thia Ilundretl of Darby 
severall Geiitleuicii^ aud so desire theni or any two or more of them to 
call before them the respective overseers of the Highways within each 
town>iliip within the said pishes, and with them to inspect the eoverall 
Highways, and upon their view to direct each ovei'seer within bis 
particular precinct wdiat rcfbrmacon, according to the Court's direction 
before herein specified, is to he had in all points, and how and in what 
manner the said overseer, wnth the aid of the instructions, shall pro- 
ceed. And that the said Gent"^ or some of them will please to have 
sometimes an eye to the said workes w4iilst they are in doinge, and 
w^ill at the next sessions after Michaelmas next certifie this Court 
bow thia worke is in all or in part peribrmed, and wdiich of the said 
overseers or Inhabitants have been remisse or faultie, and howe or 
w^hat part of the w^ayes or worke is neglected or omitted^ and why I 
that the Court may at the said next sessions take such course there- 
upon as the case shall require, and to these ends the Court hath thought 
fit to noKite for the severall pshes the persons following, viz, for the 
parish of 

WtffmK ~ Tho : Gerard, Esq^ W"^ Standish, Esq% Phillip Lang- 
ton, Esq% W™ Ilankes, Esq*", Tho* Ash ton, EsqS Bertie Entwisle, 
Esq% Peter Adlington, Esq% M'^ Tho: I nee, M'^ Peter Worthing- 
ton, M^ Robert Markland, M' Peter Catterall, M' W™ Blayborne, 
M^ Lawrence Anilerton, 

Wimmck. — i*cter Legh, Esq^, John Rigley, Esq^ John Byrom, 
Esq^ Tho : Bretherton, Esq% M'" John Lauder, M^ John Blayn- 
borne, M"" John WidJowes, M"^ George Sorrocold, Jl^ Hamlet 
Woods, M^ Legh Bowden, 

Pre^cotL — Peter Poole, E&q% Jon« Byrom, Esq% Edw: Ogle 
Esfj'", Step; Alcocke, Esq% and John Wright, AP Peter Marsh, AP 
Edmund Taylor, M^ Jo^^ Case. 

WidfoH. — The Hon^i« W. MuUineux, Edw: Ogle, E8q^ Ohver 
Lane, Esq^ Silv: Richmond, Esq% M^ Robert Breers, M' Tho: 
Fletcher. 

Ornuklrk — Su- Tho: Stanley, Bart., Jno: Entwisle, Esq', Tho: 
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Dod, Esq% Step^ Alcock, Esq', Jn«> Asliton, Esq% M^ Sami An- 
drews, M' John Shaw, M' James Holland. 

Warrinpton. — Peter Bold, Esq^j John Ashton, Esq^ Kobert 
Lord Burleigh, M^ Rich'^ Haworth, M^ John Chadwicke, 

LeffL — Wj^ Hilton, Esq'', John Rislej, Esq', Rich: Stanley, 
Esq', Tho: Mort, Esq^, Roger Ken yon, Esq', M^ Alex' Ratcliffe, 
M' Rizley Brown, M' John Sorrocold. 

ChildwaU. — Thomas Norrea, Esq', John Harrington, Esq^, M' 
Tlio : Cooke, M' W™ Waynwright, 

Iliit/toH.^- John Harrington, Esq', Rl' Robert Roper, M' Martin 
Willis, M' Henry Lathome, M' John Wright. 

HcdmU. — M' Charlea Anderton, Robert Mollineux, Esq', M' 
Tho: Boothe, M^ John Tatlowe, M' W"^ Male, M' Peter Marsh, 
M' Robert Cooke, M' Tho: Lidiate. 

Sephton, — The Honi^^*' W^ Mollineux, Hen: Blundell, Esq^ W^^ 
Blundell the younger, Esq', M' W"* B^Tom, M' Tho: Bootle, M' 
Robert Breers, M' John Johnson. 

Aughton* — ^ Edward Stanley, Esq% M^ Alex' Heskctb, Mr. Roger 
Bostocke, M' W^" JamesoD, M' Tho: Lidiate, Mr. John Bamber, 
Mr. Roger Pye. 

North Medjs. — Bamaby Heskcth, Esq', James (rorsuch, Esq', 
M' Rich: Formby, M' Nich. Fazakorly. 

AUker (Alicar). — M^ Nich: FaKakerley, M' Tho: Tickle, M' 
Tho: Boothe, M' W^ Byton, 

And lastly, it is ordered, that the High Constables of the Hun- 
dred of Darby shall forthwith send copies of this order at large to be 
sent to some of the Gentlemen herein named of each pish within 
the said Hundred, to be communicated to the rest within his plah 
respectively. 

Kenyon* 
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XCVI. 

William Sacheverell to Richard Norbis, July 4, 1692. — Affain 
ofth^ Me of Man, 



[William Sa<!lieTerelI printed a little book about the lale of Man in 1702 
whicb is still valued. By the second of tbese letters his connexion witb the 
Idand seems to bave temiinated in 1694. Tbere are many subsequent let- 
ters from bim, but none wortby of publication. David Poolc^ in wbose office 
Ricbard Norris was now learning to be a merchant, was long a principal in- 
habitant of the town, and is stated in Scarborough's Ust of bis securities to 
liave been worth £400 per annum.] 



Mr. Richard Norrys, 

At M' PooleX Liverpool. 
I think myBclf extremely obliged to you for your kind 
letter, and especially that you are not forge tfuU of me in inj absence, 
and assure you could 1 thinke myself any way servicablc to you in 
this place, I should gladly receTC the least of your commands. As to 
your question, what success I have had f I can at present answer, very 
little ; the necessary business of keeping Courts, and acquainting my- 
self w^ith the nature of the Government, has liitherto so iriiployed my 
time, I have scarce had leisure to think of any improvement- On 
Midsummer-day 1 held the Tynwald Court, which is our Parlia- 
ment^ where I passed two acts, one for setting up a linen manufacture, 
another for regulating moneys ; which last will he thus far advanta- 
geous to Straingers, that it will be worth six per cent, to any man 
who buys the commodities of the Country to pay for them in new 
money. I would now begin some proposals for foreign trade, but 
was first in hopea to have received Mr. Poole's thoughts upon it, of 
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which I desire you to put him in mind. I please myself in your pro- 
mise of seeing you heare, and in the mean time assure you, according 
to the best of my capacity, that you shall always find me, &c. 

Will. Sacheverkll. 
Castle Bushen, 
Julii4, 1692. 

I have ordered Billy to bring you some Lobsters, and a dozen 
bottles of Manks ale. My service to all my acquaintance, especially 
Jos: Wilkins. 
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XCVII. 



William Sagheverbll to Richard Nobbis, August 15, 1694.- 
1$ dismissed from Chvernorship of the Isle of Man, 



Mr. Richard Norbts, 

Liverpool. 

Dear M' Norrys, 

I am extremely obliged to you for your great care and 
trouble in assisting my wife in her passage hither, which, as it was a 
great comfort to me, so I doubt will be very short, for I hear I am 
out of my imployment after all my care and diligence. All I can say 
is, I have served an unthanki^ man, and I doubt it will turn very 
much to my prejudis ; but Gh)d^s will be done. I cannot yet leave 
the Island myself, but would have her goe for England, but she re- 
solves to stay a winter with me. I desire my service to your brother 
when you see him. Pray remember me to M*^ Cooke and M' Holt, 
and believe me, &c. 

Wm. Saghevbrell. 
Oastle Bushen, 

15 AugS1694. 
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